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Question Paper Analysis

225 Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ) based question papers of General Studies of Union and State Public Service
Commission preliminary and mains are integrated in this release. Detailed list of 225 question papers are as follows:

Exam No. of Papers No. of Ques.
IAS Pre exam 2011-2021 100 x 11 1100
TAS Pre exam 1993-2010 150 x 18 2700
UP PCS Pre exam 1998-2021 150 x 25 3700
UP PCS Pre exam 1990-1997 120 x 8 960
UP PCS Mains exam 2002-2003 150 x 2 300
UP PCS Mains exam (including special exams) 2004-2017 150 x 31 4650
UP PSCGIC exam 2010 and 2017 150843 450
UP (UDA/LDA) Pre exam 2001-2006 150 x 3 450
UP (RO/ARO) Pre exam (General and Special exam) 2010-2018, 2021 140 x 8 1120
UP (UDA/LDA) Mains exam (General and Special exam) 2010-2014 120 x 5 600
UP Lower Subordinate Pre exam (General and Special exam) 1998-2009 100 x 11 1100
UP Lower Subordinate Pre exam (General and Special exam) 2013-2015 150 x 2 300
UP Lower Subordinate Mains exam (General and Special exam) 2013, 2015, 2016 120 x 3 360
UPPCS (RI) Pre Exam 2014 100 x 1 100
UP BEO Pre Exam 2019 120 x 1 120
Uttarakhand PCS Pre exam 2002-2016 150 x 7 1050
Uttarakhand (UDA/LDA) Pre exam 2007 150 x 1 150
Uttarakhand PCS Mains exam 2002 & 2006 150 x 2 300
Uttarakhand (UDA/LDA) Mains exam 2007 100 x 1 100
Uttarakhand Lower Subordinate Pre exam 2010 150 x 1 150
Madhya Pradesh PCS Pre exam 1990-2006 TSP 1125
Madhya Pradesh PCS Pre exam 2010 150 x 2 300
Madhya Pradesh PCS Pre exam 2012-2020 100 x 9 900
Chhattisgarh PCS Pre exam 2003-2005 [75%% 2 150
Chhattisgarh PCS Pre exam 2008 & 2013 -2020 100 x 9 900
Chhattisgarh PCS Pre exam 2011 150 x 1 150
Rajasthan PCS Pre exam 1992 120 x 1 120
Rajasthan PCS Pre exam 1993-2012 100 x 11 1100
Rajasthan PCS Pre exam 2013, 2018 & 2021 150 x5 750
Bihar PCS Pre exam 1992-2020 150 x 19 2850
Jharkhand PCS Pre exam 2003-2011 100 x 2 200
Jharkhand PCS Pre exam 2013, 2016 & 2021 100 x 5 500
Total 225 28805

After exclusion of repeated questions from above questions of 225 papers around 28800 questions have been
categorized as following:

Current Affairs

History of India and Indian National Movement

Indian and World Geography

Indian Polity and Governance

Economic and Social Development

General issues on Environmental Ecology

General Science

State Related Question

NESetl Sty S S S

In this sixth edition of PREVIEW ( iwokZoyksdu ) series, we are presenting Indian History in 2" section. As per the
new revised format, 4925 questions have been collected from 225 question papers of Union and States Civil Service
Examinations. After elimination of 609 repetitive questions, 4316 questions have been included in this section. Repeated
questions were given below the original questions so that our aspirants can analyze the trend of repetitive questions.
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I. Ancient History of India

Stone Ag_g

*The period without a documented evidence of its history

is called Prehistoric period. Proto-historic period is the
period having shreds of evidence of a script which is still
not deciphered. Proto-historic refers to the period between
prehistoric and historical period. *The time after which we get
documented description is called historic period. *Stone Age
comes under the Prehistoric period. *Indus valley civilization
and Copper Age culture comes under the protohistoric period.
*The historical period starts from Vedic Culture. *In India, the
research on Stone Age Civilization started at first in 1863. The
whole Stone Age has been categorized into three parts on the
basis of difference of tools used. These are Palaeolithic period,
Mesolithic period and Neolithic period.

*Paleolithic Period is further categorized into three periods on
the same basis-

(i) The Lower Palaeolithic period -Handaxe, Cleaver,
Chopper, etc.

(i1) The Middle Palaeolithic period- Points, Borer, Scrapper
(iii) The Upper Paleolithic period - Burins
*Chopper-chopping pebble pieces of tools were at first obtained
from Sohan river valley of Punjab (Pakistan). At first, hand-
axe pieces of equipment were found in Vadamadurai and
Attirapakkam near Madras. Other tools of this culture are
cleaver, scraper, etc. *Robert Bruce Foote was a British
geologist and Archeologist. *The expedition of L. Cambridge
team under the leadership of D. Tera did the most important
research in Sohan valley in 1935. *In Belan valley, the research
was carried under the direction of G.R. Sharma of Allahabad
University. Nearly 44 archaeological sites were found in this
valley which is related to the lower Paleolithic period. * Apart
from tools, the statue of bone-made Mother Goddess of this
age was obtained from Lohanda Nala region of Belan Valley
which is currently preserved at the Kaushambi museum.
*The life of Palaeolithic people was completely natural. They
were primarily dependent on hunting. They were unfamiliar
with fire, so they ate raw meat. Paleolithic people were
unfamiliar with farming and animal husbandry. *We
came to know about Mesolithic period only after C.L. Carlyle
discovered (1867-68) the Rock Painting from Vindhya region.
*According to the excavated evidence, the domestication
of animals began in the Mesolithic period. The earliest

pieces of evidence of domestication of animals in India have
been found at Adamgarh (Hoshangabad, M.P.) and Bagor
(Bhilwara, Rajasthan). *A large number of implements made
of bones and horns have been found from the Mesolithic site,
Mahadaha (located in Pratapgarh district of U.P.). The book
entitled 'Puratattva Vimarsh' written by Dr. Jai Narayan Pandey
describes various pointed objects and ornaments made of bones
which have been reported from Sarai Nahar Rai, Damdama
and Mahadaha. *Damdama is a Mesolithic site in Pratapgarh
district of Uttar Pradesh. In Damdama, 41 human graves
have been found. Out of these graves, 5 are double burial.
One triple burial grave is also found here. A grave with four
human skeletons has been found at Sarai Nahar Rai.

*The Megaliths usually refer to the burials made up of large
stones in graveyards away from the habitation area. A large
fraction of these is assumed to be associated with burial or
post-burial rituals including memorials for those whose remains
may or may not be available. Some of these are; Chamber tomb,
Dolmens, Stone alignment, Stone circle (cromlech), Pit-circles, etc.
*According to 'Puratatva Vimarsh' by J.N. Pandey 17 human
skeletons were found from rock shelter 1 of Lekhahiya in
the Vindhya region. Some of these were in relatively pristine
condition while most of the others were warped. * According to
John R. Lucas of Oregon University, the USA, remnants of 27
human skeletons were found in Lekhahiya. *The rock shelters
of Bhimbetka are located 45 km west of Bhopal. UNESCO
has included the shell pictures of Bhimbetka in the list of its
world heritage. These caves exhibit the earliest traces of human
life on the Indian subcontinent and include the pictures of an
elephant, sambhar, deer, etc.

*Grains were first ever produced in Neolithic Age. It was the
time when people were introduced to agriculture. Koldihwa and
Mehrgarh were the two Neolithic villages from where clear
pieces evidence of rice and wheat have been found. *There
are mainly eight types of food grains consumed by modern
human society, namely barley, wheat, maize, millet, sorghum,
mustard, oat and rice. These crops were present in the form of
weed in different areas, which were later grown as seed by a
human being at different places, at different times. Barley was
the first grain to be cultivated by human beings during 8000
BC in western Asian countries located between the northeast
Mediterranean Sea and Iran. Later, in the same area, wheat
was also cultivated around 8000 BC. *Rice was the third grain
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to be cultivated by human beings in approx 7000 BC at the
Yangtze River in China. *Maize was cultivated in Central and
South America during 6000 BC. The first evidence of maize
was found in Mexico, *millet in 5500 BC in China, sorghum
in 5000 BC in East Africa, Mustard in 5000 BC in South-East
Asia and Oat in 2300 BC in Europe. *According to the latest
research, the earliest evidence of agriculture in Indian sub-
continent was reported from the Lahuradewa site in Sant
Kabir Nagar district, Uttar Pradesh. The evidence of human
activity and beginning of rice cultivation at this site dated back
to around 9000-7000 BC. *Significantly before this research,
the earlier evidence of wheat was found at Mehrgarh (located
in Balochistan, Pakistan) belonging to around 7000 BC and the
earliest evidence of rice is known to be near the bank of the
river Belan, district Allahabad, from where rice bran was found
dating back to 6500 BC. *The cultural remains from Stone Age
to Harappan Civilization have been found in Mehrgarh located
in Balochistan (Pakistan).

*The Burzahom site is a prehistoric settlement in the village
of the same name in Kashmir valley. Both human and animal
skeletons were found here with trepanning (bored holes) marks.
In many pits, bones of dogs and antlered deer were found along
with human skeletons. The skeletons of humans were found in
the burial pits in a sitting position along with bones of animals.
*The first excavation at the Burzahom site was carried out by
Helmut de Terra and Dr. Thomas Paterson in the year 1935.
*The people of Jorwe culture lived in large rectangular houses
with wattle and daub walls and thatched roof. They believed
in life after death and therefore buried the dead inside the
houses under the floor. Children were buried in two urns that
were joined mouth-to-mouth and set horizontally in the pit,
while adults were placed in a supine position with the head
towards the north (north to south). These sites were found in
Daimabad, Inamgaon, Chandauli, Nevasa etc. *The ‘Ash
mounds’ have been found from a Neolithic site Sangana Kallu
located in Vellari district near Mysore in Karnataka. They
have also been found in Piklihal and Utnur. These ash mounds
are the burnt relics of seasonal camps of Neolithic herdsmen
community.

*Fire was first used as in the Neolithic period.

*Copper was the first metal used. Copper Age is also known
as the Chalcolithic age. The age in which instruments of
copper were used in addition to stone is called as Copper

Age. *Settlements of Chalcolithic period in India were found
in South-East Rajasthan, Western Madhya Pradesh, western
Maharastra and South-East India. *Navdatoli has revealed
excellent evidence of both round and rectangular residential
structures which are located near Indore. The former measures
about 3m in diameter and the later is 2m % 2.2m. *The roofs
were probably made of hay, tree branches and leaves and were
supported on massive wooden posts, 22cm in diameter, raised
at regular intervals around the huts. *The open spaces between
the posts were provided with mud-plastered bamboo screens.
*The house floors were made up of silt clay and river gravel,
with the surface coated with lime. The huts were provided with
one or two-mouthed ‘chulhas’ as well as storage jars and other
earthen vessels.

*Qchre-Coloured Pottery (known to archaeologists as OCP)
as the name implies, its main distinguishing feature was its
ochre colour. Other characteristics are its porous character and
the fact that it is invariably worn out at the edges. Most of its
evidence is mainly found from Atranjikhera and Hastinapur.
*The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), under the Ministry
of Culture, is a premier organization for the archaeological
researches and protection of the cultural heritage of the
nation. In 1871, the Archaeological Survey was established
as a separate department, and Alexander Cunningham was
appointed as its first Director-General. In 1901, during the
tenure of Lord Curzon, it was centralized as Archacological
Survey of India and John Marshall was appointed in 1902 as
its first Director-General. *National Human Museum, which
was renamed as Indira Gandhi National Human Museum
is located in Bhopal (ML.P.). It is an autonomous organization

under the Department of Culture.

1. Robert Bruce Foote, who discovered first Palaeolithic
tool in India, was a/an —
(a) Geologist
(c) Paleobotanist

(b) Archaeologist

(d) Historian

U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (a & b)

According to Encyclopaedia Britannica, Robert Bruce Foote
was a British geologist and archaeologist. He is considered
as the father of Indian pre-history. He was associated with
the Geological Survey and documented the antiquities of the
stone age. Hence, both options (a) and (b) can be considered

as correct.
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The three-age system, divided into stone, bronze and
iron from the collection of Copenhagen museum was
coined by —
(a) Thomson (b) Lubbock
(d) Childe

U.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 2010

(c) Taylor

Ans. (a)

According to Commission Report Present archaeological
system of the three main ages-stone, bronze and iron-was
developed by the Danish archacologist Christian Jurgensen
Thomsen in 1818 and 1820. He classified Object of Museum
in 1836.

3.

According to the excavated evidence, the domestication
of animal began in —
(a) Lower Palaeolithic period
(b) Middle Palaeolithic period
(c) Upper Palaeolithic period
(d) Mesolithic period
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2006

Ans. (d)

According to the excavated evidence, the domestication of

animals began in the Mesolithic period. The earliest pieces
of evidence of domestication of animals in India have
been found at Adamgarh (Hoshangabad, M.P.) and Bagor
(Bhilwara, Rajasthan).

4.  Which among the following sites provides evidence of
domestication of animals in the Mesolithic period?
(a) Odai (b) Bori
(c) Bagor (d) Lakhnia
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (¢)

Alarge number of implements made of bones and horns have
been found from the Mesolithic site, Mahadaha and Sarai
Nahar Rai (located in Pratapgarh district of U.P.). The book
entitled ‘Puratattva Vimarsh ¢ written by Dr. Jai Narayan
Pandey describes various pointed objects and ornaments
made of bones which have been reported from Sarai Nahar
Rai, Damdama and Mahadaha.

7. Bone ornaments in the Mesolithic context in India
have been obtained from —
(a) Sarai Nahar Rai (b) Mahadaha
(c) Lekhahia (d) Chopani Mando
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2013
Ans. (a & b)

See the explanation of above question.

8. Three human skeletons in a single grave were recovered
at —
(a) Sarai Nahar Rai (b) Damdama
(c) Mahadaha (d) Langhnaj
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (b)

Damdama is a Mesolithic site in Pratapgarh district Uttar
Pradesh. In Damdama, 41 human graves were found. Out
of these graves, 5 are double burial. One triple burial grave
is also found here. A grave with four human skeletons has

been found at Sarai Nahar Rai.

9. The cultivation of cereals first started in -
(a) Neolithic Age (b) Mesolithic Age
(c) Palaeolithic Age (d) Proto-Historic Age
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005
Ans. (a)

| See the explanation of above question. |

5. In Mesolithic context, evidence of animal
domestication has been found at :
(a) Langhnaj (b) Birbhanpur
(c) Adamgarh (d) Chopani Mando
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2008
Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question. |

6.  From which one of the following sites bone implements
have been found ?
(a) Chopani-Mando (b) Kakoria
(c) Mahadaha (d) Sarai Nahar Rai
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2010
Ans. (c & d)

Grains were first ever produced in Neolithic Age. It was the
time when people were introduced to agriculture. Koldihwa
and Mehrgarh were the two Neolithic villages from where
clear pieces of evidence of rice and wheat have been found.

10. During the Neolithic Age the earliest evidence of the

origin of agriculture has been found at which of the
following place in the North-Western region of Indian
sub-continent?
(a) Munidgak
(¢) Damb Sadat
(e) Amri

(b) Mehargarh
(d) Balakot

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2017

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.
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11. The earliest evidence of man in India is found in

(a) Nilgiri Hills (b) Shiwalik Hills
(c) Nallamala Hills (d) Narmada Valley
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2006
Ans. (d)

In India, the first evidence of man was found in western

Narmada region of Madhya Pradesh. It was discovered in 1982.

12. The first cereal used by man was :

(a) Wheat (b) Rice
(c) Barley (d) Sorghum
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (¢)

There are mainly eight types of food grains consumed by
modern human society, namely barley, wheat, maize, millet,
sorghum, mustard, oat and rice. These plants were present in
the form of weed in different areas, which were later grown as
seed by a human being at different places, in different times.
Although, barley was the first grain to be cultivated by human
beings during 8000 B.C. in western Asian countries located
between the northeast Mediterranean Sea and Iran. Later, in
the same area, wheat was also cultivated around 8000 B.C.
Rice was the third grain to be cultivated by human beings in
approx 7000 B.C. at the Yangtze River of China. Maize was
cultivated in Central and South America during 6000 B.C.
The first evidence of maize was found in Mexico, millet in
5500 B.C. in China, sorghum in 5000 B.C. in East Africa,
mustard in 5000 B.C. in South-East Asia and Oat in 2300

B.C. in Europe.

13. The earliest evidence of agriculture in Indian sub-
continent comes from —
(a) Koldihwa
(c) Mehrgarh

(b) Lahuradeva

(d) Tokwa

U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (b)

According to the latest research, the earliest evidence of
agriculture in Indian sub-continent has been reported from
the Lahuradeva site in Sant Kabir Nagar district, Uttar
Pradesh. The evidence of human activity and beginning of
rice cultivation at this site dates back to around 7000-9000
B.C. Significantly before this research, the earlier evidence

of wheat was found at Mehrgarh (located in Balochistan,

Pakistan) belonging to around 7000 B.C. and the earliest
evidence of rice is known to be near the bank of the river Belan,
district Allahabad, from where rice bran was found dating
back to 6500 B.C. With above reference, if Lahuradeva is one
option, then it will be the correct answer, but if Lahuradeva

is not an option, then Mehrgarh would be the right answer.

14. With reference to the cultural heritage of Uttar
Pradesh, which of the following statement/s is/are
correct?

(1) The oldest evidence of agriculture in the global
context has been obtained from many excavated
sites in this region.

(2) The oldest cultivated food grains are barley and
paddy.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below —

Code -

(a) Only 1

(c) Both 1 and 2

(b) Only 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Pre.) 2021

Ans (a)

From Lahuradev in Sant Kabir Nagar district, Uttar Pradesh,

oldest evidence of agriculture have been obtained. The

oldest food grains were barley and wheat. Hence option (a)
is correct.

15. Name the site which has revealed the earliest evidence
of settled life ?
(a) Dholavira
(c) Kalibangan

(b) Kile Gul Mohammad
(d) Mehrgarh
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008
Ans. (d)

| See the explanation of above question. |

16. The earliest evidence of agriculture in the Indian Sub-
continent has been obtained from —
(a) Brahmagiri (b) Burzahom
(c) Koldihwa (d) Mehrgarh
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2010
Ans. (d)

| See the explanation of above question. |

17. The earliest evidence of Agriculture in Indian
subcontinent is found at
(a) Lothal
(c) Mehrgarh

(b) Harappa
(d) Mundigak

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2007
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.
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18. Which one of the following periods is also known as

Chalcolithic Age?
(a) Old Stone Age (b) New Stone Age
(c) Copper Age (d) Tron Age
44+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2000
Ans. (¢)

22. In which state of India is the Harappan Civilization
site Mandi situated?

(a) Gujarat (b) Haryana
(¢) Rajasthan (d) Uttar Pradesh
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (d)

Copper Age is also known as the Chalcolithic age. The age in

which instruments of copper were used in addition to stone,

is called as Copper Age.

19. The cultural remains from Stone Age to Harappan
Civilization have been obtained from which one of the
following ancient sites?

(a) Amri (b) Mehrgarh
(c) Kotdiji (d) Kalibangan
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (b)

The cultural remains from Stone Age to Harappan
Civilization have been obtained from Mehrgarh located in
Balochistan (Pakistan).

20. Excavation at Navadatoli was conducted by —
(a) K.D.Bajpai (b) V.S. Wakankar
(C) H.D. Sankalia (d) Mortimer Whéeler
U.P. Lower Spl. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (¢)

Navdatoli has revealed excellent evidence of both round
and rectangular residential structures which are located near
Indore (Madhya Pradesh). The former measures about 3m in
diameter and the latter 2m X 2.2m. The roofs were probably
made of hay, branches and leaves and were supported on
massive wooden posts, 22cm in diameter, raised at regular
intervals around the huts. The open spaces between the posts
were provided with mud-plastered bamboo screens. The
house floors were made up of silt clay and river gravel, with
the surface coated with lime. The huts were provided with
one or two-mouthed ‘chulhas’ as well as storage jars and
other earthen vessels.

This site was excavated by Mr. H.D. Sankalia, Professor
Deccan College, Pune. This site was the most extensive
excavated rural Chalcolithic site of Indian sub-continent,
which is determined to be between 1600 B.C. and 1300 B.C.

21. In which state, the Navdatoli is located ?

(a) Gujarat (b) Mabharashtra
(c) Chhattisgarh (d) Madhya Pradesh
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2009
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

4 Mandi is located to the east of the Yamuna river, in
Muzaffarnagar district, western Uttar Pradesh and
this area has been considered peripheral to the main
distribution area of the Harappan Civilization.

4 A hoard of jewellery at Mandi was discovered during
an excavation carried out by D.V. Sharma (1999-2000).

23. Consider the following statements pertaining to the
Ahar Civilization —
A. The natives of Ahar knew copper smelting
B. Rice was unknown to them
C. Metal work was one of the means of economy of the
Ahar
D. Black - Red coloured pottery have been found here, on
which generally white coloured geometrical designs
have been carved.
Choose the correct option —
(a) A, CandD are correct (b) A and B are correct
(c) A,BandCarecorrect (d) CandD are correct
R.A.S/R.T.S. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (a)
Ahar civilization belonged to chalcolithic period and
flourished around the Mewar region of Rajasthan. They used
copper tools and evidence of copper smelting is present too.
Hence (A) and (C) statements are correct. Rice was known to
them hence (B) is wrong. Mostly black-red coloured pottery
decorated with white geometric design have been found here.
Hence (D) is also correct.

24. Megaliths have been identified as-

(a) Caves for hermits (b) Burial sites
(c) Temple sites (d) None of the above
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005
Ans. (b)

The megaliths usually refer to the burials made up of large
stones in graveyards away from the habitation area. A large
fraction of these is assumed to be associated with burial
or post-burial rituals including memorials for those whose
remains may or may not be available. Few types of these
are; Chamber tomb, Dolmens, Stone alignment, Stone circle
(cromlech), Pit-circles, etc.

25. Ash mound is associated with the Neolithic site at —

(a) Budihal (b) Sangana Kallu
(c) Koldihwa (d) Brahmagiri
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2009
Ans. (b)
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The ‘Ash mounds’ have been found from a Neolithic site
Sangana Kallu located in Vellari district near Mysore in
Karnataka. They have also been found in Piklihal and Utnur.
These ash mounds are the burnt relics of seasonal camps of
Neolithic herdsmen community.

26. ‘Bhimbetka’is famous for -

(a) Rock Paintings (b) Buddhist Statues

(c) Minerals (d) Origin of Son River
M.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2004

Ans. (a)

The rock shelters of Bhimbetka are located 45 km west
of Bhopal. UNESCO has included the shell pictures of
Bhimbetka in the list of its world heritage. These caves exhibit
the earliest traces of human life on the Indian subcontinent
and include the pictures of an elephant, sambhar, deer, etc.
There are 133 Picture in 700 Rock Shelters.

27. 1In India, from which rock-shelter, pictures has been
found the most ?
(a) Ghagharia
(c) Lekhahia

(b) Bhimbetka
(d) Adamgarh

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

28. Which one of the following places is famous for pre-
historic paintings ?
(a) Ajanta
(c) Bagh

(b) Bhimbetka
(d) Amravati
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2011

Uttarakhand U.D.A./L.D.A. (Mains) 2007
Ans. (b)

The best example of prehistoric paintings is the rock-shelters
and caves of Bhimbetka, located in Raisen district of Madhya
Pradesh. The rock shelters of Bhimbetka are in the foothills
of the Vindhyan Mountains on the southern edge of the
central Indian plateau. The rock-cut paintings of Ajanta and
Bagh are related to post Mauryan period while Amravati,
which is famous for its cairn architecture is considered to be
built in Shunga’s period or Satavahana’s period.

29. Where are the caves of Bhimbetka situated?
(a) Bhopal (b) Pachmarhi
(c) Singrauli (d) Abdullahganj-Raisen
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

30. Which of the following Indian Archaeologists first
visited 'Bhimbetka Caves' and discovered prehistoric
significance of its rock paintings?
(a) Madho Swaroop Vatsa (b)
(c) V.S. Wakankar (d)

H.D. Sankalia

V.N. Mishra
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2020
Ans. (¢)

'Bhimbetka Caves' are located in Raisen District of MP. They
are best example of Rock Painting of prehistoric era. It was
discovered by V.S. Wakankar in 1957. It isa UNESCO world
heritage site for its prominent prehistoric Rock Paintings.

31. Bhimbetka was discovered by
(a) Dr. H.D. Sankhalia
(b) Dr. Shyam Sundar Nigam
(c) Dr. Vishnudhar Vakankar
(d) Dr. Rajbali Pandey

ML.P.P.C.S. (Pre.) 2020
Ans (¢)

| See the explanation of above question. |

32. The Ochre-coloured Pottery (O.C.P.) was christened at:
(a) Hastinapur (b) Ahichhatra
(c) Noh (d) Red Fort
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2006
Ans. (a)

Discovery and Naming (Christen) of OCP was done by B.B.
Lal in 1951 at Hastinapur. Ochre-Coloured Pottery (known
to archaeologists as OCP) as the name implies, its main
distinguishing feature was its ochre colour, which gives it a
first appearance of being badly fired. Other characteristics
are its porous character and the fact that it is invariably worn
out at the edges.

33. In the Chalcolithic period people of Maharashtra
buried their dead under the floor of their houses in the
following orientation:

(a) North to South position
(b) East to West position
(c) South to North position
(d) West to East position
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (a)

The people of Jorwe culture lived in large rectangular houses
with wattle and daub walls and thatched roof. They believed
in life after death and therefore buried the dead inside the
houses under the floor. Children were buried in two urns that
were joined mouth-to-mouth and set horizontally in the pit,
while adults were placed in a supine position with the head
towards the north (north to south). These sites were found in
Daimabad, Inamgaon, Chandauli, Nevasa, etc.

B-14

General Studies

Indian History



34. Which of the following sites has yielded skeleton of the
dog along with human skeleton in burial ?
(a) Brahmagiri (b) Burzahom
(c) Chirand (d) Maski
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (b)

The Burzahom site is a prehistoric settlement in the village
of the same name in Kashmir valley. Both human and animal
skeletons were found here with trepanning (bored hole) marks.
In many pits, bones of dogs and antlered deer were found along
with human skeletons. The skeletons of humans were found in
the burial pits in a sitting position along with bones of animals.
The first excavation at the Burzahom site was carried out by
Helmut de Terra and Dr. Thomas Paterson in the year 1935.

35. The evidence of burying the dog with human body is
found from which of the following places ?
(a) Burzahom (b) Koldihwa
(c) Chaupani (d) Mando
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2010
Ans. (a)

| See the explanation of above question. |

36. The evidence of pit dwelling has been obtained from —

(a) Burzahom (b) Koldihwa
(c) Brahmagiri (d) Sanganakallu
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2011
Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

37. Consider the following pairs :

(Historical place) (Well-known for)

1. Burzahom Rock-cut shrines

2. Chandra-ketugarh Terracotta art

3. Ganeshwar Copper artefacts

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly
matched?

(a) 1 only (b) 1and 2

(c) 3 only (d) 2and 3

U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (d)

Burzahom is a Neolithic site in Kashmir valley. The site
is famous for pit dwelling and neolithic tool industry and
not for rock cut shrines. Hence pair 1 is not correctly
matched. Chandraketugarh is located in the Ganga delta in
West Bengal. In early historic times, Chandraketugarh was
connected to the Ganga by the Vidyadhari river, and must
have been an important centre of trade, and possibly also
a political centre. Chandraketugarh was a major centre of
terracotta craft. Various kinds of artefacts have been found
at the site over the years, including coins, pottery, seals and
sealings and figurines made of ivory, wood and bronze. Hence
pair 2 is correctly matched. The Ganeshwar-Jodhpura culture
was located in the north-eastern part of Rajasthan. Hundreds
of copper objects have been found at this site. Hence pair 3
is correctly matched.

38. From which rock shelter of Vindhyas, a maximum

number of human skeletons have been found?

(a) Morahana Pahar (b) Ghagharia
(c) Baghahi Khor (d) Lekhahia
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (d)

According to 'Puratatva Vimarsh' by J.N. Pandey 17 human
skletons were obtained from rock shelter 1 of Lekhahiya in
the Vindhya region. Some of these were in relatively pristine
condition while most of the others were warped. According
to John R. Lucas of Oregon University, the USA, remnants
of 27 human skletons were found in Lekhahiya.

39. Given below are two statements, one is labelled as

Assertion (A) and other as Reason (R).
Assertion (A) : The stone age people of the Vindhyas
migrated to the Ganga Valley in terminal
Pleistocene period.
Reason (R) : Due to climatic change, it was dry phase
in this period.
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.
Code :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A)
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is not the correct
explanation of (A)
(c) (A)is true but (R) is false
(d) (A) is false but (R) is true
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2016

Ans. (a)

Stone age people of the Vindhyas migrated to the Ganga
Valley in terminal pleistocene period because of climatic
change Vindhyan Valley had become dry.

40. Which of these departments/ministries deals with

Archaeological Survey of India as an accessory office ?
(a) Culture
(b) Tourism
(c) Science and Technology
(d) Human Resource and Development
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2011

Ans. (a)

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), under the Ministry
of Culture, is a premier organization for the archaeological
researches and protection of the cultural heritage of the
nation. In 1871, the Archacological Survey was established
as a separate department, and Alexander Cunningham was
appointed as its first Director-General. In 1901, during the
tenure of Lord Curzon, it was centralized and designated as
Archaeological Survey of India. In 1902 John Marshall was
appointed as its first Director General.
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41. Where is National Human Museum situated ?

(a) Guwahati (b) Bastar
(c) Bhopal (d) Chennai
M.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (¢)

National Human Museum, which was renamed as Indira
Gandhi National Human Museum is located in Bhopal (M.P.).
It is an autonomous organization under the Department of
Culture.

Indus Valley Civilization

The Indus Valley Civilization is also known as the Harappa
Civilization. *Archaeologists use the term “culture” for a group
of objects, distinctive in style, that are usually found together
within a specific geographical area and at a period of time. *In
the case of Harappan culture, these distinctive objects include
seals, beads, weights, stone blades and even baked bricks.
*The Harappan seal is possibly the most distinctive artefact
of the Harappan or Indus valley civilization. *Seals were
discovered at Harappa by archaeologists Daya Ram Sahni
in the early decades of the 20% century (in 1921). *Another
archaeologist, Rakhal Das Banerji found similar seals at
Mohenjodaro, leading to the conjecture that these sites were
part of a single archeological culture. *Based on these finds,
John Marshall, Director-General of the ASI, announced the
discovery of a new civilization in the Indus valley to the world.
*Harappa is located in the Montgomery district (currently it is
Sahiwal district) of Punjab province, Pakistan. *Mohenjodaro
is located on the right bank of the Indus River in Larkana
District, Sindh, Pakistan. *According to the Stuart Piggott,
the two cities, Harappa and Mohenjodaro were “Twin capital
of an Extensive Kingdom”. *Harappa is located at the left
bank of Ravi River.

*The carbon-14 (C'*) dating process indicates the Harappan
period to be from 2300 BC to 1700 BC which is highly
accepted. During the period 2300 BC to 1900 B.C., the growth
of this civilization was at its peak. Mesopotamia and Egyptian
civilization are contemporary to the Indus civilization. The

timeline of the Indus valley civilization by various researchers —

Researcher Timeline
John Marshall 3250 B.C. -2750 B.C.
Ernest Mackay 2800 B.C.—2500 B.C.
Madhav Swaroop Vats 3500 B.C. —2500 B.C.
C.J. Gadd 2350 B.C. - 1700 B.C.
Mortimer wheeler 2500 B.C. - 1700 B.C.
Walter A. Fairservis 2000 B.C. — 1500 B.C.

*The Harappan culture covered parts of Punjab, Sindh,
Baluchistan, Gujarat, Rajasthan and the fringes of western
Uttar Pradesh. It extended from Manda (Jammu and Kashmir)
in the north to the Daimabad (Maharashtra) in the South, and
from the Sutkagen Dor of Baluchistan in the West to Alamgir
Pur Meerut (Utter Pradesh) in the north. The area formed a
triangle and accounted for about 13 lakhs square kilometers
which is larger than Pakistan and certainly bigger than ancient
Egypt and Mesopotamia.

*As the evidence stands, the population of Mohenjodaro, was
a mixture of at least four species —

1. Proto-Australoids (Caucasian)

2. Mediterraneans

3. Alpines

4. Mongoloids

*Founders of Indus valley civilization based on the assessments
of various archaeologists -

S.N. | Archaeologists Founder
1. Dr. Laxman Swaroop Arya
2. V. Gordon Childeand | Sumerians
Wheeler
3. Rakhal Das Banerji Dravidians (Dravid)

*The cities excavated in Indus valley area can be categorized
in the following groups.

1. Central city

2. Coastal city and dockyards

3. Other cities and towns
*The three major cities of Indus valley civilization- Harappa,
Mohenjodaro and Dholavira were the large towns. *The vast
mounds were first reported by Charles Masson in 1826.
*During 1920-21, Mr. R.B. Dayaram Sahni surveyed the
Harappa culture in the Montgomery district (currently in
Sahiwal) of Punjab on the left side of Ravi river and in 1923
excavation process started with continuity. In the year 1920-
21 and 1933-34, Mr. Madhav Swaroop Vats and in 1946.
Mr. Mortimer wheeler had started the excavation process on a
large (extensive) scale. *Harappa had two mounds, the eastern
side mound was known as city mound and the western one

was called as castle mound. The remnants of Granary were
available in the form of 12 rooms, which were arranged in
the form of two rows each, having six rooms each. *The first
artefact uncovered in Harappa was a unique stone seal carved

with a unicorn and an inscription. Similar seals with different
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animal symbols and writings have been found throughout the
region. Although the writing has not yet been deciphered,
evidence found during the early archaeological excavations
is the major source to know about the Harappan culture. *The
pictures of elephant, rhinoceros, tiger, deer, sheep, etc. are
depicted on the seals and terracotta arts of Harappan culture.
But the cow was not depicted on the seals and terracotta art of
the Harappan cultures.

*Mohenjodaro has been variously interpreted as “Mound of
the dead men” in Sindhi language. Mohenjodaro is located
right of the Indus River in Larkana district, Sindh, Pakistan.
Mohenjodaro was discovered by Rakhal Das Banerjee in 1922.
*The most important public place of Mohenjodaro seems to
be Great bath. This great bath seems to have been used for
ritual bathing. *In Mohenjodaro, a large building, in the form
of ruins, has been obtained. This is in the northeast direction
of great bath, with the dimension 70.1 x 23.77 meters. This
building, perhaps meant for the residence of a very high official,
possibly the high priest himself, or a college of priests. *The
main quality of Mohenjodaro was their roads. The main road
had a width of 9.15 meters, which was known as Rajpath. The
straight roads intersect each other at the right angle and the
parted roads form square and quadrangle shapes. *The artefacts
found from Mohenjodaro are mother goddess idol, dancing
girl statue, a seated male soapstone (Priest-King), Pashupati
(Shiva) seal, bones of elephants, and skeleton in the wells,
teeth of horse, evidence of cotton cloth, etc.

*The Chanhudaro situated 130 km southeast of
Mohenjodaro was discovered by N.G. Majumdar in 1931
and excavated on a large scale by E.J.H. Mackay in 1935-
36. *Remnants of Jhukkar and Jhangar culture were
found at this site. This place may have been a industrial
hub where shell making, bangle making, bead making took
place. Ornamented elephant, toys, the vestige of a dog that
followed a cat, lipsticks, etc have been found at this site.
*Lothal is situated on the Bhogava River in Ahmedabad district
of Gujarat. It was discovered by S.R. Rao in 1954. Along the
eastern side of the town was a brick-basin, which has been
identified as dockyard by its excavator. Lothal city on the basis
of planning and material goods seems to be micro Harappa or
micro Mohenjodaro city. The evidence of Rice husk, metal
workers, shell ornament makers, bead makers shop, fire
altars, terra cotta figurine of a horse, a terracotta model
of a ship, Persian seal, painted jar, etc has been found here.

*Kalibangan is located in Hanumangarh district of Rajasthan.

This site was discovered by B.B. Lal in 1961. *Ploughed field
surface has been found at this site. The pieces of evidence of
Mesopotamian seals, wheels of a toy cart, fire altars are
found here.

*Dholavira, which is the second largest site of Harappan
Civilization in India (after Rakhigarhi) is located in Rann of
Kutch (Gujarat). R.S. Bisht and his colleagues excavated it in
1990-91. *Dholavira is one of the most prominent archaeological
sites of Harappa, which gives us important information about
great bath and reservoir which was of 7 metres in depth and 79
metres long. *The town was built in a rectangular shape. It was
divided into three parts - fort, central town and lower town.
People of Dholavira were familiar with the advanced water
management system. From the earliest evidence, people used
to store water in this reservoir by building dams.
*Surkotada is located in Kutch district of Gujarat. The
evidence of horse bones and pot burials has been found here.
*Daimabad is situated on the left bank of the Pravara River in
Ahmednagar district of Maharashtra. This site was discovered
by B.P. Bopardikar in 1958. Daimabad is famous for the
recovery of many bronze goods, some of which were influenced
by Harappan culture. *Rakhigarhi is situated in the Hisar
district of Haryana. This site is located in the Ghaggar-Hakra
River plain. This site was discovered by Surajbhan in 1969.
This site is the largest site of Indus Valley civilization in
India. *Ropar (Punjab) is located on the left bank of the river
Satluj. The current name of this city is Rupnagar. "This city
was discovered by B.B. Lal in 1950. This site was excavated by
Yashdatt Sharma 1953-55. *Rangpur is located in Saurashtra
region of western India, on the coast of Arabian Sea in Gujarat
state. On the basis of large vegetative remains, it can be said
that these people used to cultivate Rice, Bajra and Millet.
*Dadheri was a pre-historic excavation site of Govindgarh,
district Ludhiana (Punjab). Dadheri is known for its painted
grey ware culture, which is supposed to be associated with

the arrival of the Aryans.
Major sites of Indus Valley Civilization and related rivers —

Sites Rivers
Harappa Ravi
Mohenjodaro Indus
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Kalibangan Ghaggar
Lothal Bhogwa
Ropar Sutlej
Manda Chenab
Daimabad Pravara
Alamgirpur Hindon
Sutkagendor Dasht
Bhagwanpura Sarasvati

*Alamgirpur is located in Meerut district of Uttar Pradesh.
It is situated along the Hindon River. A small terracotta bead-
like structure coated with gold and evidence of cloth was
found at this site. Utensils with triangle, peacock and squirrel
impressions were found here.

*Hulas is located in Saharanpur district of Uttar Pradesh. Hand
made and wheel made pottery with geometric or naturalistic
designs painted in black, chert blades, bone points, etc. have
been found here. *Banawali is located in the Fatehabad district
of Haryana. Clay figures of the mother goddess and toy plough
have been found here.

*Bhagwanpura is located in Kurukshetra district, Haryana.
It is located on the Southern bank of river Saraswati. The site
was excavated by J.P. Joshi. *Manda is situated on the bank of
river Chenab in Jammu and Kashmir. It was excavated by J.P.
Joshiin 1982. It is considered a site used to procure wood from
Himalayan regions and send them downstream to other towns
of the Indus valley civilization. *Sonauli is an archaeological
site located in Baraut Tehsil, Baghpat district, Uttar Pradesh,
where 125 graves belonging to Indus Valley Civilization were
found. These graves are oriented in a North-South direction
and most are identified as primary human burials. Some of the
burials are found with animal bones, gold, copper and bangles.
*Harappans were known to silver. The evidence of its proper
use has been found from Mohanjodaro and Harappa. These
people used to get silver from mines of Zawar and Ajmer in
Rajasthan. Other sources of silver for Harrapa and Mohenjodaro
were Afghanistan and Iran.

*The Harappan pottery is bright or dark red and uniformly
sturdy and well baked. It consists of wheel-made wares, both
plain and painted. The plain wares are usually of red clay with or
without a fine red slip. The painted pottery was of red and black
colours. Several methods were used by people for the decoration
of pottery. Polychrome pottery was rare and mainly comprised
small vases decorated with geometric patterns, mostly in red,
black and green and less frequently in white and yellow. The
colour- scheme adopted for painting was light black, chocolate
or light red over buff or greenish- buff background. *The Indus
Valley Civilization was a Bronze age Civilization. People of

this age were not familiar with iron. *The drainage system was
advanced and covered with slabs. *The trade and commerce
were in an advanced stage. The pieces of evidence of both
internal and external trade have been found. *Many pieces of
evidence of worshipping of Mother Goddess from Indus Valley
have been found.

*Marshall identified the figure which he found during
excavation as an early form of the Hindu God Shiva (or Rudra)
or Pashupati (lord of animals) from the excavation of Harappa.
The Pashupati seal in which the three faced male God is
shown sitting in a yogic posture, surrounded by a rhino and a
buffalo on one side and an elephant and a tiger on the other
side, make the historian conclude that the people of those days
worshipped Lord Shiva and cylindrical stones show that the
people worshipped Lingam, the symbol of Lord Shiva. *Cotton
was first cultivated in India for clothing. The evidence of
the earliest cotton cultivation was found in excavation in
India. From India, it reached to Greece where it was called
as “Hindon”. The cotton cultivation in India started in 3000
BC while it was cultivated in Egypt in 2500 BC. *Indus
Valley Civilization is considered to be a secular civilization
with no trace of theocratic or organized religion. *No temple
or place of worship has been found after excavation from
Indus Vally Civilization till date. The only religious source
from this civilization is statues made of mud and stone
and seals which were found here. By this, it is known that
female deities, Shiva or Pashupati and animals like snake,
elephant were worshipped. Worship of plant and trees, or
inanimate stone or other objects in the form of ‘Linga’ or
‘Yoni’ symbols was famous during that period.

Major metals and their production site —

Metals Production sites

Copper Khetri(Rajasthan) and Balochistan
Lazurite Badakhshan (Afghanistan)

Turquoise Iran

Silver Jowar in Rajasthan and mine of Ajmer
Lead Afghanistan

Shilajit Himalaya

Garnet stone | Gujarat

(Gomed)

* Ancient Egyptian Civilization flourished along the banks of
the river Nile for almost 3,000 years. Nile river is known as
‘lifeline of Egypt.” The Nile is a major north-flowing river in
northeastern Africa, generally regarded as the longest river in
the world. Indus Valley Civilization (India) and Mesopotamian
civilisation of Egypt are the contemporary civilizations. The
correct sequence of the civilizations from North to South is:
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Aztec - Maya- Muiscu - Inca. The Aztec originated as a
nomadic tribe in Northern Mexico. The Maya Civilization
centreed around tropical lowlands of present Guatemala. The
Muisca civilization flourished in ancient Colombia whereas
Inca Civilization arose on the highlands of Peru. *People
of Sumerian Civilization were the first to develop the art of
writing in a proper system. Their original script was very simple
and primitive. *Cuneiform script of Sumeria is generally known
as one of the earliest systems of writing.

Researchers and their opinion on the disappearance of
Indus Valley Civilization —

Researchers

Marshall, Mackay, S.R. Rao

Reason of devastation

Flood

Attack of Aryan’s Gordon Childe, Mortimer

Wheeler,and Stuart Piggott

Climate change Aurel Stein, Amalananda Ghosh

Historical period is determined with respect to the available
written literature. The period before which knowledge of the
art of writing was not available is called early historical age.
Indus Civilization is Proto historical civilization although
the writing was known during this period, but it is still to
be deciphered.

4. Indus Valley civilization was Non-Aryan because -
(a) It was an Urban Civilization
(b) It has its own script
(c) It has an agricultural economy
(d) It extended up to the Narmada valley
U.P.P.S.C. (GIC) 2010
Ans. (a)

Indus Valley Civilization was an earliest known urban
civilization of Indian subcontinent whereas Aryan Civilization
was rural civilization.

M.R. Sahni, H.T. Lambrick,
G.S. dell

K.U.R. Kennedy

Geological change

Epidemic

1. Human Society is unique because it depends mainly on—
(a) Culture (b) Economy
(c) Religion (d) Science
U.P.P.C.S.(Spl) (Mains) 2004
Ans. (b)

Human Society mainly depends on economy. As economy

changes, human society changes accordingly.

2. Which of the following is related to Harappa civilization?
(a) Sumerian civilization
(b) Indus Valley Civilization
(c) Vedic civilization
(d) Mesopotamian civilization
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1990
Ans. (b)

Harappa is an archaeological site related to Indus Valley
Civilization. Since the first archaeological evidence of
this civilization was obtained from Harappa, Indus Valley
Civilization is also known as Harappa Civilization. Along
with ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, it was one of the three
ancient civilizations of the world.

3. Indus Civilization existed in—
(a) Prehistoric age (b) Proto-historic age
(c) Historic age (d) Post-Historic age
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996
39« B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (b)

5. Theimportant reason to keep Indus-Valley civilization
before Aryan civilization is —

(a) Script (b) Town Planning
(c) Copper (d) Potteries
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1990
Ans. (d)

The knowledge of script and town planning of Indus Valley
Civilization was more developed than that of Pre-Aryans.
Different archaeological pieces of evidence of pottery have
been found in the early settlements of Mehrgarh from the
Indus Valley Civilization. Pottery found during excavations
proves that Indus Valley Civilization existed before Aryan
Civilization. The red potteries painted with black figures
were the speciality of Harappan Civilization, whereas the
grey painted potteries were used by Aryans.

6. The Indus Valley culture was different from the Vedic

Civilization because

(a) It had the amenities of developed city life

(b) It has a pictographic script

(c) It lacked knowledge of iron and defensive arrow

(d) All of the above

U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2004

Ans. (d)

The culture of the Indus Valley Civilization was different
from the Vedic culture in many ways. The Indus Valley
Civilization was urban while the Vedic culture was rural.
The script of Indus Valley Civilization was of depictive
expressions. The people of Indus Valley Civilization did not

know the use of iron, whereas the people of Vedic Civilization
used iron weapons extensively.
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7. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer 10. The main source of knowledge about the inhabitants
of Indus valley civilizations is the discovery of :
(a) Seals

(b) Utensils, Jewellery, weapons, tools

from the code given below the lists.
List-I List-II

A. Indus Valley Civilization1.Pastoral
o . (c) Temple
B. Later Vedic Society 2. Land Lordism (d) Seript
. . . . cripts
C. Rigvedic Society 3. Agrarian R.A.S/R.TS. (Pre) 1996
D. Medieval Period 4. Urban Ans. (a)
Code : ; TR :
The site of Indus Valley Civilization was excavated in
A B C D 1920 and objects such as tools, weapons, ornaments of
(a) 4 2 3 1 archaeological or historical interest were found there but the
(b) 2 1 4 3 main source to know about this civilization is seals. There
were more than 3000 seals found.
(c) 3 4 1 2
(d) 4 3 1 2 11. Which of the following match is not correct regarding
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2020 the origin of Harappan civilization?
Ans. (d) (a) M. Rafique Mughal - Harappan civilization
was inspired by
List-I is matched to List-II as follows :- M .
esopotamian
List-1 List-IT civilization
Indus Valley Civilization - Urban (b) E.J.H. Mackay - Migration of people
Later Vedic Society - Agrarian from Sumer
Rigvedic Society - Pastoral (c) Mortimer Wheeler - Migration of ‘idea of
Medieval Period - Land Lordism civilization

(d) Amalandanda Ghosh

Pre-Harappan culture
8. The source of knowledge about Harappan culture is:

(a) Rock edicts
(b) Writing in terracotta seals

matured to make
Harrapan civilization

R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) (Re. Exam) 2013
(c) Archaeological excavations

(d) All of the above

Ans. (a)

About the origin of the Harappan civilization, many
scholars have presented different views. E.J.H. Mackay has
considered that the origin of the Harappan civilization was
due to the the migration of people from Sumer (Southern
Mesopotamia), while historian D.H. Gordon and Mortimer
Wheeler considered that the Harappan civilization was the
result of migration of idea of civilization from Western Asia.
In this context, Amalananda Ghosh considered that pre-

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (¢)

The first artefact uncovered in Harappa was a unique stone seal
carved with a unicorn and an inscription. Similar seals with
different animal symbols and writings have been found throughout

the region. Although the writing has not yet been deciphered,

evidence found during the early archaeological excavations is the

major source to know about the Harappan culture.

9.  Which of the following throw light on Harappan culture?
(a) Inscription
(b) Archaeological excavations
(c) Handwriting seals on the utensils
(d) Religious books.
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (b)

Harappan culture matured into Harappan civilization. M.F.
Rafique Mughal consider that the development of Harappan
civilization occurred in the region of Ravi river at Harappa.
He refutes the old belief that Harappan civilization was
inspired by Mesopotamian civilization.

See the explanation of above question.

12. The earliest evidence of silver in India is found in the-

(a) Harappan culture
(b) Chalcolithic cultures of western India
(c) Vedic texts
(d) Silver Punch- marked coins
LA.S. (Pre) 1994

Ans. (a)
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Harappans were known to silver. The evidence of its proper
use has been found from Mohan Jodaro and Harappa. These
people used to get silver from mines of Zawar and Ajmer in
Rajasthan. Other sources of silver were Afghanistan and Iran

for Harrapa and Mohenjodaro.

13. The earliest evidence of animal domestication and
agriculture in India has come from
(a) Anjira (b) Damb Sadat
(¢) Kili Gul Muhammad (d) Mehargarh
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (d)

Mehrgarh is a Neolithic site located near the Bolan Pass on
the Karachi Plain of Balochistan (Pakistan) to the west of the
Indus river valley. Mehrgarh is now seen as a precursor to
the Indus valley civilisation displaying the whole sequence
from earliest settlement and the start of agriculture, to the
mature Harappan civilization.

Mehrgarh is one of the earliest sites with pieces of evidence

of farming and herding in South Asia.

14. Which colour was commonly used in the Harappan
Pottery?
(a) Red (b) Blue-grey
(c) Yellow (d) Blue
40+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1995
Ans. (a)

The Harappan pottery is bright or dark red and uniformly
sturdy and well baked. It consists of wheel-made wares, both
plain and painted. The plain ware is usually of red clay with
or without a fine red slip. The painted pottery was of red and
black colours. Several methods were used by people for the
decoration of pottery. Polychrome pottery was rareand mainly
comprised small vases decorated with geometric patterns,
mostly in red, black and green and less frequently in white
and yellow. The colour- scheme adopted for painting was
light black, chocolate or light red over buff or greenish buff

background.
15. The beginning of idol worship is to be considered in —
(a) Pre-Aryan (b) Vedic period
(c) Mauryan Period (d) Kushan Period
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (a)

The pre-Aryan period is considered as the beginning of idol
worship. Idol worship was prevalent in Indus Civilization and

it is evident from the coins discovered from Mohenjodaro

having the seal of God. They probably worshipped Mother

Goddess in addition to male and female deities.

16. Which one of the following animals was not represented
on the seals and terracotta art of the Harappan culture?

(a) Cow (b) Elephant
(c) Rhinoceros (d) Tiger
L.A.S. (Pre) 2001
Ans. (a)

The pictures of elephant, rhinoceros, tiger, deer, sheep, etc.
are depicted on the seals and terracotta arts of Harappan

culture. But the cow was not depicted on the seals and

terracotta art of the Harappan cultures.

17. Match List- I (Ancient site) with List- II (Archaeological
finding) and select the correct answer using the code
given below the lists :

List- I List- 11
(Ancient site) (Archaeological finding)
A. Lothal 1. Ploughed field
B. Kalibangan 2. Dockyard
C. Dholavira 3. Terracotta replica of a Plough
D. Banawali 4. An inscription comprising

ten large-sized signs of the
Harappan script

Code :
A B C D
(a 1 2 3 4
by 2 1 4 3
0 1 2 4 3
d 2 1 3 4

LA.S. (Pre) 2002
Ans. (b)

The archaeological remains of the Harappan port-town of
Lothal are located along the Bhogava River, a tributary
of Sabarmati, in the Gulf of Cambay. Kalibangan town is
located on the bank of Ghaggar River (Saraswati River)
in Hanumangarh district, Rajasthan. Kalibangan has given
the evidence of the earliest ploughed agricultural field ever
revealed through excavation. An inscription comprising ten
large-sized signs of the Harappan scripts were found from
Dholavira of Harappan script. Banawali is located in Hisar
district of Haryana from where a terracotta replica of a plough

was found.
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18. In which of the following Harappan cities, furrows of

ploughed fields have been found?

(a) Kalibangan

(b) Dholavira

(c) Mohenjo-daro

(d) Lothal

(e) None of the above/More than one of the above

66th B. P.S.C. (Pre) 2020

Ans. (a)

| See the above explanation

19. Which among the following Harappan site terracotta
of 'plough' was found?
(a) Dholavira
(c) Kalibangan

(b) Banawali
(d) Lothal
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
60™ to 62" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question. |

20. A ploughed field was discovered at —
(a) Mohenjodaro (b) Kalibangan
(c) Harappa (d) Lothal
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

21. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer
from the codes given below :

List-I List-11
A. Harappa 1. Cemetry R-37
B. Lothal 2. Dockyard
C. Kalibangan 3. Dancing Girl Statue
D. Mohenjo-Daro 4. Furrowed land
Codes :

A B C D
(a1 2 3 4
(b) 2 1 4 3
(c) 3 4 1 2
d1 2 4 3

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2017
Ans. (d)

The correctly matched list is as follows :

List-1 List-1T
Harappa Cemetry R-37
Lothal Dockyard
Kalibangan Furrowed land

Mohenjo-Daro Dancing Girl Statue

22. Which one of the following ancient towns is well-
known for its eleborate system of water harvesting
and management by building a series of dams and
channelizing water into connected reservoirs?

(a) Dholavira (b) Kalibangan
(c) Rakhigarhi (d) Ropar
L.A.S. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (a)

Dholavira in Gujarat is well known for its elaborate
system of water harvesting and management by
building a series of dams and channelizing water into
connected reservoirs.

23. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer
by using the codes given below the lists :

List-1 List-II
A. Harappa 1. Godavari
B. Hastinapur 2. Ravi
C. Nagarjuna Konda 3. Ganga
D. Paithan 4. Krishna
Code :
A B C D
(a) 1 2 3 4
b)) 2 3 4 1
(c) 4 3 2 1
d 3 4 1 2
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008
Ans. (b)
The correctly matched list is as follows :
Harappa Ravi river
Hastinapur Ganga river

Nagarjuna Konda Krishna river

Paithan Godavari river
24. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer
from the code given below :
List—1 List —IT
(Harappan Settlement) (River on which located )
A. Harappa 1. Bhogava
B. Kalibangan 2. Ghaggar
C. Lothal 3. Ravi
D. Ropar 4. Sutlej
Code :
A B C D
(@ 3 2 1 4
(b)) 3 4 1 2
(c) 4 2 3 1
@ 1 3 2 4
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Mains) 2010
Ans. (a)
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The correctly matched list is as follows :

Village River
Harappa - Ravi
Kalibangan - Ghaggar
Lothal - Bhogava
Ropar - Sutlej

Hence, option (a) is correct.

25. The Great Bath was found from the Indus Valley
civilization at -
(a) Mohenjodaro
(c) Lothal

(b) Harappa
(d) Kalibangan

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (a)

The Great Bath is one of the well-known structures among the
ruins of the ancient Indus Valley Civilization at Mohenjo-daro
in Sindh, Pakistan. The foundation of Great Bath, measures
55 metres east-west and 33 metres north-south. In the Middle
of Great Bath the pond measures 11.8 metres x 7.04 metres

and has a maximum depth of 2.43 metres.

26. The ‘Great Bath’ was found at the archaeological site of

(a) Ropar (b) Harappa
(c) Mohenjodaro (d) Kalibangan
U.P.PS.C. (GIC) 2010
Uttarakhand U.D.A./L.D.A. (Mains) 2007
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

27. Which of the following statements about the Indus

civilization is not true?

(a) Accurate drainage system in cities

(b) Trade and commerce were in an advanced stage.

(¢) Worshipping of Mother Goddess

(d) People knew about iron

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1992

Ans. (d)

The Indus Valley Civilization was a Bronze Age Civilization.
People of this Age were not familiar with iron. The drainage
system was advanced and covered with slabs. The trade and
commerce were in an advanced stage. The pieces of evidence
of both internal and external trade have been found. Many
pieces of evidence of worshipping of Mother Goddess from

Indus Valley have been found.

28. Indus valley civilization is known for
1. For its town planning
2. For Mohenjodaro and Harappa
3. For their agricultural work
4. For its industrialization

Code :
(a) 1 and 2 (b)1,2 and 3
(c)2,3and 4 (d) All of the above
Uttarakhand U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (d)

Town planning was the unique feature of the Indus Valley
Civilization. The cities and towns were well planned. Harappa
and Mohanjodaro were two major cities of Indus Valley
Civilization. Since the Harrapa site was discovered first, that
is why it is known as Harrapan Civilization. Kalibangan in
Rajasthan has given the first evidence (2800 B.C.) of the
ploughed agricultural field and evidence of business has

been found from Lothal. Thus, all four statements are correct.

29. Which of the following is not correctly matched —

(a) Alamgirpur - Uttar Pradesh
(b) Lothal - Gujarat
(c) Kalibangan - Haryana
(d) Ropar - Punjab
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (¢)

Kalibangan is located in Hanumangarh district of Rajasthan.
It was excavated by A. Ghosh in 1951. The excavations
revealed that the western mound was a fortified enclosure
with rectangular salients and towns. Except this, all are
correctly matched.

30. For the Harrapan Cultural sites and its position, which
of the following is not correctly matched ?

(a) Alamgirpur - Uttar Pradesh
(b) Banawali - Haryana
(¢) Daimabad - Maharashtra
(d) Rakhigarhi - Rajasthan

U.P.U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2006
Ans. (d)

Rakhigarhi village is situated in Hisar district of Haryana
along the bank of Ghaggar-Hakra river. This site was
discovered by Surajbhan in 1969. Rest of the options are
correctly matched.

31. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer
from the code given below :

List—1I List — II

(Harappan Site) (Location)
A. Manda 1. Rajasthan
B. Daimabad 2. Haryana
C. Kalibangan 3. Jammu-Kashmir
D. Rakhigarhi 4. Maharashtra
Code :

A B C D
(a 1 2 3 4
b 2 3 4 1
(¢ 3 4 1 2
d 4 1 2 3
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (¢)
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The correctly matched Harappan sites and their relative
locations is as follows :

Harrapan sites - Places

Manda - Jammu-Kashmir

Daimabad - Mabharashtra

Kalibangan - Rajasthan

Rakhigarhi - Haryana

32. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer
from the code given below the lists.

List—I List-II
(Harappan Site) (UT/State of India)
A. Balu 1. Uttar Pradesh
B. Manda 2. Jammu and Kashmir
C. Padri 3. Haryana
D. Hulas 4. Gujarat
Code :
A B C D
(a) 3 2 1 4
(b) 2 3 4 1
(c) 2 4 3 1
(d) 3 2 4 1
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2020
Ans. (d)
Correct match of List-I with List-II is as follows :-
List-I List-I1
(Harappan Site) - (UT/State of India)
Balu - Haryana
Manda - Jammu and Kashmir
Padri - Gujarat
Hulas - Uttar Pradesh

33. Which of the following sites of Harappan culture are
located in Sindh?
1. Harappa 2. Mohenjodaro
3. Chanhudaro 4. Surkotada
Indicate the correct answer from the code given below:

(a) 1and?2 (b) 2and 3
(c) 2,3,and 4 (d) 1,2,3and 4
U.P.P.S.C. (GIC) 2010
Ans. (b)

Among the above options, Harappa is located in Punjab
(Pakistan), Mohenjodaro and Chanhudaro both are located

in Sindh province and Surkotada is located in Gujarat.

The ruined township of Chanhudaro situated 130 km
south-east of Mohenjodaro was discovered by N.G.
Majumdar in 1931 and excavated on a large scale by E.J.
H. Mackay in 1935-36. Mackay found bead making factory
and furnace here. Some phase cut bricks were found at

Chanhudaro.

35. Which site of Indus Valley is now in Pakistan?
(a) Kalibangan (b) Harappa
(c) Lothal (d) Alamgirpur
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl.) (Pre) 1994

Ans. (b)

Harappa is an archaeological site in Montgomery district of
Punjab province (now in Sahiwal district of Pakistan). It is
located on the bank of the Ravi river. Kalibangan is located
in Hanumangarh district of Rajasthan. Lothal is in Gujarat
and Alamgirpur is located in Uttar Pradesh.

36. Rangpur, where the contemporary of Harappan
civilization was found, is in —
(a) Punjab (b) Eastern Uttar Pradesh
(c) Saurashtra (d) Rajasthan
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1999
Ans. (¢)

Rangpur is located in Saurashtra region of western India on
the coast of Arabian sea in Gujarat state. On the basis of large
vegetative remains, it can be said that these people used to

cultivate Rice, Bajra and Millet.

37. Dadheri is a late Harappan site of —

(a) Jammu (b) Punjab
(c) Haryana (d) Uttar Pradesh
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2014
Ans. (b)

Dadheri was a prehistoric excavation site of Govindgarh,
district Ludhiana (Punjab). Dadheri is known for its painted
grey ware culture which is supposed to be associated with
the arrival of the Aryans.

38. Which site of Indus Valley Civilization is located in

India?
(a) Harappa (b) Mohenjodaro
(c) Lothal (d) None of the above
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1995
Ans. (¢)

34. The excavation at Chanhudaro was directed by —
(a) J. H. Mackay (b) Sir John Marshall
(c) R.E. M. Wheeler (d) Sir Aurel Stein
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (a)

Lothal is situated near the village of Saragwala in the Dholka
Taluka in Ahmedabad district of Gujarat. It is situated 2
Kms from Saragwala village North on the bank of Bhogava
river. It was discovered by S.R. Rao in 1954. Harappa and

Mohenjo-Daro are situated in Pakistan.
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39. The Harappan city represented by the archaeological
site of Lothal was situated on the river —

(a) Narmada (b) Mahi
(c) Bhogva (d) Bhima
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2012
Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question. |

40. Harappan civilization, Lothal, is located in-

(a) Gujarat (b) Punjab
(c) Rajasthan (d) Sindh
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2010
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2009

Ans. (a)

| See the explanation of above question. |

41. The port city of Indus Valley Civilization was —

(b) Kalibangan

(d) Mohenjodaro
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999

(a) Harappa
(c) Lothal

Ans. (¢)

Lothal is the only place of Indus Valley Civilization from

where the pieces of evidence of ports have been found, which

is located in the east of the city.

42. Whatis the most significant feature of the Indus Valley

Civilization?

(a) Burnt brick buildings

(b) First true arches

(c) Buildings of worship

(d) Art and architecture

(e) None of the above/ More than one of the above

63" B.P.S.C (Pre.) 2017

Ans (a)

The use of burnt bricks in the construction of buildings was
one of the main features of the Indus Valley Civilization.
Burnt bricks were used in abundance in Harappa and
Mohenjo-Daro. In Lothal, burnt bricks were used in the

construction of drainage.

43. Which of the following is a Harappan port?
(a) Alexandria (b) Lothal
(c) Mahasthangarh (d) Nagapattinam
53+ to S5+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question.

44. Which of the following is not an Indus Valley
Civilization site?
(a) Kalibangan
(c) Patliputra

(b) Ropar
(d) Lothal

M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (¢)

Kalibangan, Ropar, and Lothal are related to Indus Valley
Civilization but Pataliputra adjacent to modern-day Patna
was a major city during Mahajanpada period.

45. Which one of the following is not a Harappan site?
(a) Chanhudaro (b) Kotdiji
(c) Sohgaura (d) Desalpur
LA.S. (Pre) 2019
Ans. (¢)

Sohgaura is a village located on the bank of Rapti river in
Gorakhpur district of Uttar Pradesh. A copper plate inscription
of Mauryan period has been found here whichgives us
information about the storehouses present here. Chanhudaro,
Kot Diji and Desalpur are Harrapan sites. Chanhudaro and
Kot Diji are present in the current Sindh province of Pakistan
whereas Desalpur is located in the Kutchh region of Gujarat.

46. The largest site of Harappa in India is —
(b) Kalibangan
(d) Rakhigarhi
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2004

(a) Alamgirpur
(c) Lothal

Ans. (d)

With the recent discovery of two mounds, Rakhigarhi (350
hectares) in Haryana is the largest site.

47. The biggest Harappan site in India is
(a) Rakhigarhi (b) Dholavira
(c) Kalibangan (d) Lothal
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

48. Indus Valley Civilization, which was placed on the
banks of the river, they were?
1. Sindhu 2. Chenab
3. Jhelum 4. Ganga

Choose the correct answer from the code given below-
Code :
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(a) 1and?2 (b) 1,2 and 3
(c) 2,3 and 4 (d) All four
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2009
Ans. (b)

Geographically Indus Valley Civilization was spread from
Jhelum-river to Hindon river, a tributary of Yamuna river in
South (Alamgirpur). It consisted of rivers like Chenab, Ravi,
Sutlej and Jhelum, but Ganga river did not belong to this.

49. The people of Indus valley believed in —

(b) Ritual

(d) Mother Goddess
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1993

(a) Spirit and Brahma
(¢) Sacrificial system

Ans. (%)

Undeciphered script of Indus civilization has attracted
speculations and hypothesis. The people of Indus civilization
probably worshipped Mother Goddess, Lord Shiva, they May
perform Yagya (fire pit found in Rajasthan and Gujarat sites)

burial rituals indicates belief in Atma or spirit, evidence of

human sacrifice also found in Mohenjodaro.

50. The Indus valley people worshipped —

(a) Shiva (b) Indra and Varun
(¢c) Brahma (d) Vishnu
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Mains) 2006
Ans. (a)

Marshall identified the figure which he found during
excavation as an early form of the Hindu God Shiva (or
Rudra) or Pashupati (lord of animals) from the excavation of
Harappa. The Pashupati seal in which the three faced male
God is shown sitting in a yogic posture, surrounded by a
rhino and a buffalo on the right, an elephant and a tiger on
the left, make the historian conclude that the people of those

days worshipped Lord Shiva or cylindrical stones show that

the people worshipped Lingam, the symbol of Lord Shiva.

51. Who was the director of the archaeological excavation
thatled to the discovery of Harappa and Mohenjodaro?
(a) Lord Macaulay
(b) Sir John Marshall
(c) Clive
(d) Colonel Tad

Sir John Marshall was the Director-General of the
Archaeological Survey of India from 1902 to 1928. He
appointed Mr. R.B. Dayaram Sahni, who carried out
excavations in the Larkana district of Sindh province and
Montgomery district of Punjab on the right side of Ravi
river. Mr. Sahni discovered the ruins of Harappa in 1921.
Mr. Rakhal Das Banerjee dug out the ruins of the city of
Mohenjodaro in 1922.

52. Two Indians who were associated with discovery of

Indus Valley Civilization, are :

(a) Rakhal Das Banerjee and Dayaram Sahni

(b) John Marshall and Ishwari Prasad

(c) Ashirwadi Lal Srivastava and Rangnath Rao

(d) Madhosarup Vats and V.B. Rao

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2003

Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

53. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer
using the codes given below the lists:
List-I List-IT
A. Harappa 1. N.G. Majumdar (1936-37)
2. John Marshall (1913-34)
3. Daya Ram Sahni (1923-24 &
1924-25)
4. B.B. Lal (1950-52)

B. Hastinapur
C. Takshashila

D. Kaushambi

Codes :
A B C D

(@4 2 1 3

(b) 1 3 4 2

() 3 4 2 1

(d) 4 1 3 2

U.P.R.O/A.R.O. (Mains) 2017
Ans. (¢)

The correclty matched list is as follows :
List-I List-IT
Harappa Daya Ram Sahni (1923-24 & 1924-25)
Hastinapur B.B. Lal (1950-52)
Takshashila John Marshall (1913-34)
Kaushambi N.G. Majumdar (1936-37)

54. Which one of the following is not correctly matched ?

(a) Harappa - Daya Ram Sahni

R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1997 (b) Lothal - SR.Rao
Ans. (b) (c) Surkotada - J.P. Joshi
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(d) Dholavira - B.K. Thapar
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2006

Ans. (d)

Harappa was excavated by Daya Ram Sahni, Lothal was by
S.R. Rao and Surkotada by J.P. Joshi. But Dholavira was
not excavated by B.K. Thapar. Instead, it was excavated by

R.S. Bisht. Therefore, option (d) is not correctly matched.

55. The first archaeologist who excavated Harappa, but
could not recognize its significance, was :
(b) Sir John Marshall
(d) George F. Dales
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2006

(a) A. Cunningham
(c) Mortimer Wheeler

Ans. (a)

Alexander Cunningham, who headed the Archaeological
Survey of India, visited this site in 1853 and 1856.
Cunningham made a few small excavations at the site and
reported some discoveries of ancient pottery, stone, tools and
a stone seal but did not recognize its significance. Later, John
Marshall sent Rakhal Das Banerjee and Daya Ram Sahni to
begin the further excavation of this Harappan site. Hence,
option (a) is the correct answer.

56. Who among the following was not associated with the
excavation of Harappa and Mohenjodaro?
(a) R. D. Banerjee (b) K.N. Dikshit
(c) M.S. Vats (d) V.A. Smith
56 to 59+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (d)

In 1921, Daya Ram Sahni surveyed Harappa. In 1926, M.S.
Vats was associated with the survey of Harrapa. Mohenjodaro
was discovered in 1922 by Rakhal Das Banerjee. In addition
to him, some other scholars like K.N. Dixit, Ernest Mackay,
Aurel Stein, A. Ghosh, J.P. Joshi also contributed in the
discovery of this civilization. Hence, it is clear that V.A.
Smith was not associated with the discovery of Harappan

Civilization rather was a British Indologist and art historian.

57. From which one of the following places, remains of
wells have been found in houses belonging to the
developed stage of the Indus Valley Civilization?

(a) Harappa (b) Kalibangan
(c) Lothal (d) Mohenjodaro
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2004
Ans. (%)

Remains of Well and Bathroom have been found in

approximately every major city of Indus Civilization.

58. Mohenjodaro is situated in which of the following?
(a) Gujarat state of India
(b) Punjab state of India
(¢) Sindh Province in Pakistan
(d) Afghanistan
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

59. What is the correct chronological order in which the
following appeared in India ?
1. Gold coins
2. Punch- marked silver coins
3. Iron plough
4. Urban culture
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

(a) 3,4,1,2 (b) 3,4,2,1
(c) 4,3,1,2 (d) 4,3,2,1
LA.S. (Pre) 1998
Ans. (d)

Harappan Civilization, the most ancient civilization of India
is famous for its town planning. Indus Valley Civilization was
a Bronze Age Civilization. The knowledge of iron was known
much later after bronze during, the Vedic period around 1000
B.C. The first punch-marked coin came into existence in India

in 6 B.C. Gold coins were introduced by Indo-Greek rulers

during second century B.C.

60. The first metal used by man was :

(a) Gold (b) Silver
(c) Copper (d) Iron
R.A.S/R.T.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (¢)

Copper was the metal which was first used by humans, though

there is variation in the period around the globe as far as the

use of copper is concerned.

61. Anivory scale in Harappan context was found at —

(b) Lothal
(d) Banawali
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2014

(a) Kalibangan
(c) Dholavira

Ans. (b)

Anivory scale in the Harappan context was found at Lothal.

Lothal is a place associated with Indus Valley Civilization

currently in Gujarat.
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62. Which metal has so far not been discovered in
Harappan sites?

(a) Copper (b) Gold
(c) Silver (d) Tron
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (d)

Harappan civilization is also known as the Bronze Age
Civilization. From here pieces of evidence of gold, silver,
copper and brass have been found, except iron. In fact, the
people of Harappa were not aware of iron. In India, the
beginning of Iron Age is considered to be from the later Vedic
period (app. 1000 B.C.).

63. Which one among the following sites is located in the
valley of Ghaggar and its associated rivers?

(a) Alamgirpur (b) Lothal
(c) Mohenjodaro (d) Banawali
R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 2010

Ans. (d)

Banawali is an archaeological site belonging to Indus Valley
Civilization period in Fatehabad district, Haryana. Banawali
is located in the valley of Ghaggar and its tributaries. Hence,
option (d) is the correct answer.

64. Consider the following statements and select the correct

answer from the given code :

1. Mohenjodaro, Harappa, Ropar and Kalibangan
are the main sites of Indus valley civilization.

2. People of Harappa developed the road, proper
housing and drainage system.

3. People of Harappa were unknown about the use
of metals.

Code :

(a) 1 and 2 are correct

(c) 2 and 3 are correct

(b) 1 and 3 are correct
(d) 1, 2 and 3 are correct

M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (a)

Harappa, Mohenjodaro, Ropar, Lothal and Kalibangan are the
main sites of Indus Valley Civilization. In this civilization,
most of the cities were designed in a grid pattern. A proper
drainage system was aligned along the roads, which was
covered with big stones and bricks. The forms of art were

found from various sites of this civilization including seals,

pottery, gold ornaments and necklaces.

65. Assertion (A) : Mohenjodaro and Harappa cities are
dead now.
Reason (R) : They were discovered during excavations.

In the context of the above, which one of

the following is correct?

Code :

(a) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).

(b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct
explanation of (A).

(c) (A)is true, but (R) is false.

(d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2009
Ans. (b)

Mohenjodaro (now in Pakistan) is in the Larkana district of
Sindh province on the right bank of the Indus river. Harappa
is located in the Montgomery district of Punjab province of
Pakistan. Rakhaldas Banerjee and Dayaram Sahni were the
two archaeologists who excavated the two major cities of
Indus Valley Civilization. At present, these towns are extinct.
Therefore, Assertion (A) and Reason (R) both are correct, but
the reason is not the correct explanation. Therefore, option

(b) is the correct answer.

66. From where the evidence of rock-cut architecture was
found, with reference to Harappa civilization?
(b) Dholavira
(d) Amri
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2006

(a) Kalibangan
(c) Kot Diji

Ans. (b)

Dholavira, which is the second largest site of Harappan
Civilization in India (after Rakhigarhi) is located in Rann
of Kutch (Gujarat). R.S. Bisht and his colleagues excavated
this site in 1992. Dholavira is one of the most prominent
archaceological sites of Harappa which gives us important
information about great bath and rock-cut reservoir which

was 7 metres deep and 79 metres long.

67. Dholavira is located in the State of —

(a) Gujarat (b) Haryana
(c) Punjab (d) Rajasthan
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2010
Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

68. Which Harappan city is divided into three parts?
(a) Lothal (b) Kalibangan
(c) Dholavira (d) Surkotada
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2013
Ans. (¢)

Dholavira is a Harappan site located in Kutch district of
Gujarat. The town was built in a rectangular shape. It was
divided into three parts- fort, central town and lower town.
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69. In which of the following site remnants of three
townships have been revealed?
(a) Mohenjodaro (b) Sanghol
(c) Kali Bangan (d) Dholavira
(e) None of the above
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of the above question.

70. A highly advanced water management system of
Harappan times has been unearthed at—

(a) Alamgirpur (b) Dholavira
(c) Kalibangan (d) Lothal
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2010
Ans. (b)

From Dholavira, a huge Rock-cut reservoir is found, whose
size is about 80.4 m x 12 m and 7.5 meters deep, having
a huge capacity to store water. People of Dholavira were
familiar with the advanced water management system.
From the earliest evidence, people used to store water in this
reservoir by building dams.

71. Which of the following sites has yielded evidence of a

double burial?

(a) Kuntasi (b) Dholavira
(c) Lothal (d) Kalibangan
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2016
Ans. (%)

The evidence of triple burial has been found from Lothal.
It was an important trade centre of the Harrapan culture.
Its town planning was different than that of Harappa and
Mohenjodaro. The city was divided into six sections. Each
section was built on a wide platform of baked bricks, and each
platform is separated by a road (12 to 20 ft). The evidence
of double burial also has been found from Kalibangan. If we
follow the number of burials, option (c) will be the correct

answer, if we follow the evidence, both the options (c) and

(d) will be the correct answer.

72. Recently, from excavations of Harappan site Sonauli
what was found ?
(a) Human burials
(b) Animal burials
(c) Residential building
(d) Protecting wall

U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2004

Ans. (a)

Sonauli is an archaeological site located in Baraut Tehsil,
Baghpat district, Uttar Pradesh, where 125 graves belonging
to Indus Valley Civilization were found. These graves
oriented in a North-South direction and most are identified

as primary human burials. Some of the burials are found with

animal bones and gold, copper and bangles.

73. For clothing, cotton cultivation was first introduced in—

(a) Egypt (b) Mesopotamia
(c) Central America (d) India
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2006

Ans. (d)

Cotton was first cultivated in India for clothing. In 1922,
Rakhal Das Banerjee took interest in the site of Mohenjo-
Daro for excavation. Evidence of the earliest cotton
cultivation was found by excavation in India. From India,
it reached Greece where it was called as “Hindon”. The
cotton cultivation in India started in 3000 B.C. while it was
cultivated in Egypt in 2500 B.C.

74. Regarding the Indus Valley Civilization, consider the

following statements

1. Itwas predominantly a secular civilization and the
religious element, though present, did not dominate
the scene.

2. During this period, cotton was used for
manufacturing textiles in India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
LA.S. (Pre) 2011
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (¢)

Indus Valley Civilization is considered to be a secular
civilization with no trace of theocratic or organized religion.
Cotton textiles were produced during the Harappan period

as shown by artefact evidence.

75. Which of the following characterizes/characterize the

people of Indus Civilization?
1. They possessed great places and temples.
2. They worshipped, both male and female deities.

3. They employed horse-drawn chariots in warfare.
Select the correct answer using the code given below
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(a) 1and?2 (b) Only 2
(c) All of these (d) None of these
LA.S. (Pre) 2013

Ans. (b)

No temple or place of worship has been found in excavation
from Indus Vally Civilization till date. The only religious
source from this civilization is statues made of mud and stone
and seals which were found here. By this, it is known that
female deities, Shiva or Pashupati and animals like snake,
elephant were worshipped. Worship of plant and trees, or
inanimate stone or other objects in the form of ‘Linga’ or
‘yoni’ symbols were famous during that period.

76. One of the following sites from where the famous
bull-seal of Indus Valley Civilization was found-
(a) Harappa (b) Chanhudaro
(c) Lothal (d) Mohenjodaro
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (d)

Mohenjodaro is an archaeological site in the province of
Sindh, Pakistan (excavated by R.D. Banerjee in 1922). From
this site, various sculptures, seals, pottery, gold and jewellery

have been found. But the most famous among them is the

humped bull seal.

77. Which one of the following animals is not depicted on
the Harappan seal ?

(a) Bull (b) Elephant
(c) Horse (d) Sheep
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2009
Ans. (¢)

People of Harappa civilization were known to horses, but
no pieces of evidence has been found on seals. A great
majority of seals found in Indus valley civilization carry
short inscriptions with pictures of the one-horned bull (most
common), the buffalo, the tiger, the rhinoceros, the goat

and the elephant.

78. Remains of which animal have not been discovered in
the Indus Valley Civilization?

(a) Lion (b) Horse
(c) Cow (d) Elephant
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (a)

Among given options, the evidence of cow and elephant have
been found and there is some dispute regarding horse, but
the latest excavation has revealed the evidence of horse. The
evidence of lion from the excavation of Harrapan Civilization
has not been mentioned anywhere. Hence,option (a) is the
correct answer.

79. According to the report of IIT Kharagpur study group,
continuous low rainfall for how many years was the
cause of fall of the Indus valley civilization?

(a) 600 years (b) 700 years
(c) 800 years (d) 900 years
(¢) None of the above/More than one of the above
B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (d)

According to the reports of IIT Kharagpur, the continuous
low or negligible rainfall for 900 years was the cause of fall
of'the Indus Valley Civilisation. In other words, it can be said
that continuous drought for 900 years led the fall of Indus
Valley Civilisation.

80. Ahorned deity engraved on a terracotta cake has been
recovered from
(a) Banawali
(c) Lothal

(b) Kalibangan

(d) Surkotada

U.P. Lower Spl. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (b)

From excavations at Kalibangan, a series of ‘fire altars’ on
mud-brick platforms were discovered. A triangular terracotta
cake found at Kalibangan had a carving of a horned deity on
one side and an animal (goat) being dragged by a rope by a
human on the other. This shows the way to the emergence

of a sacrificial tradition in the entire era.

81. Which of the following civilizations flourished on the

bank of River Nile ?

(a) Roman Civilization

(b) Indus Valley Civilization

(c) Greek Civilization

(d) Egyptian Civilization

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2004

Ans. (d)

Ancient Egyptian Civilization flourished along the banks of
the River Nile for almost 3,000 years. Nile River is known as
‘lifeline of Egypt.” The Nile is a major north-flowing river in
northeastern Africa, generally regarded as the longest river in
the world. Indus Valley Civilization (India) and Mesopotamia

(Civilization of Egypt) are the contemporary civilization.

82. What is the correct North-South sequence of the

following civilizations?

(a) Maya — Aztec — Muisca — Inca

(b) Maya — Muisca — Inca — Aztec

(c) Aztec — Muisca — Maya — Inca

(d) Aztec — Maya — Muisca — Inca

U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (d)
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The correct sequence of the following civilization from
North to South is: Aztec - Maya- Muiscu - Inca. The
Aztec originated as a nomadic tribe in Northern Mexico.
The Maya Civilization centred around tropical lowland of
present Guatemala. The Muisca civilization flourished in

ancient Colombia, whereas Inca Civilization arose from the

highlands of Peru.

83. The first ancient civilization to develop the art of
writing in a proper system was?
(a) Indus (b) Egypt
(c) Sumerian (d) China
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (¢)

People of Sumerian Civilization were the first to develop
the art of writing in a proper system. Their primary script
was very simple and primitive. Cuneiform script of Sumeria

is generally known as one of the earliest system of writing.

Vedic Age

*The word 'Vedic' is derived from Sanskrit word "Veda' which
means knowledge. The civilization that developed in India
after Indus civilization is called Vedic or Aryan Civilization.
* Arya means Great or highborn. In classic Sanskrit the word
Arya means — 'A noble man'. The history of Aryans is mainly
known from Vedas. Generally Aryans are said to be the author
of the Vedas. There is a difference of opinion on the place of
origin of Aryans. Prominent historians have different theories
on the homeland of Aryans.

Scholars

L.D. Kala

P. Ganganath Jha

Dr. Avinash Chandra Das

Homeland of Aryans

Kashmir or Himalayan region
Brahmarshi Desh
Seven Indus states

Devika State D.S. Trivedi
South Russia Gorden Childe & Nehring
Central Asia Max Muller

North Pole P. Bal Gangadhar Tilak
Tibet Swami Dayanand Saraswati
Hungary Gyles

Germany Hart & Penca

*Vedic Age is divided into two parts — Rigvedic or Pre-Vedic
Age (1500-1000 BCE) and Later-Vedic Age (1000-600 BCE).
*Each of the Vedas is divided into four parts (or the sections).
Their correct order is Samhitas, Brahmanas, Aranyakas
and Upanishads. *Sambhitas and Brahmanas form the Karma-

Kanda segment of the Vedas. *Aranyakas and Upanishads
from the Gyan-Kanda segment of the Vedas. They explicitly
focus on philosophy and spirituality. *The history of Rigvedic
age is known from Rigveda. It is the oldest known book in the
world but scholars have dispute over its author and period of
composition. *Iron is not mentioned in Rigveda but is found
in later vedic literature. *Four rivers of Afghanistan namely
Krumu, Kubha, Gomati and Suvastu are mentioned in
Rigveda. *It also mentions seven rivers of the Sapta-Sindhu
states (land of seven rivers). These are Saraswati, Vipasa,
Parushni, Vitasta, Sindhu (Indus), Shutudri and Asakini.
River Yamuna and Ganga are mentioned in Rigveda three
and one times respectively. *A river of Kashmir Marudvridha
is also mentioned. *River Indus is mentioned for the most
number of times while river Saraswati was the most sacred
river which was known as ‘Matetama’ (best of all mothers),
‘Devitama’ (best of all goddesses) and ‘Naditama’ (best of
all rivers). *Indus is called 'Hiranyani' for its importance and
the place where it falls is called ‘Peravat’ or Arabian Sea.
*Ganga-Yamuna doab and its adjoining areas were called as
Brahmarshi Desh by Aryans. They gave the name Madhya
Desh to the area between Himalaya and Vindhyachal mountain
ranges. Later Aryans expanded themselves to the whole of
North India and the area come to be known as Aryavarta.

Rivers of Rigvedic Age —
Ancient Name Modern Name
Asakini Chenab
Vipasa Beas
Parushni Ravi
Vitasta Jhelum
Kubha Kabul
Krumu Kurram
Gomati Gomal
Suvastu Swat
Sadaneera Gandak
Shutudri Sutlej
Drishdvati Ghaggar

*Vedic literature is also called Shruti. The Vedas are the
most ancient literature in India. There are four Vedas-

Rigveda, Samveda, Yajurveda and Atharvaveda.
*Rigveda, Yajurveda and samveda are also called Vedtrayi
or Trayi. *Each Vedas have four parts — Samhita, brahmana
text, Aranyakas and Upanishad. *Rigveda has 10 mandals,
1028 suktas and 10552 verses (Richa). 2 to 7 mandals of

Rigveda are known to be most ancient.
Rigvedic Mandals and their writers —
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Mandals Writers

First Madhutchanda, Dirghatama, etc.
Second Gritsamad

Third Vishwamitra

Fourth Vamdeva

Fifth Atri

Sixth Bhardwaj

Seventh Vashishtha

Eighth Kanva & Angiras

Ninth Aangiras, Kashyap, etc.

Tenth Vimda Trit, Indrani, Shachi,Shardha,etc

*Gayatri Mantra is mentioned in the third mandal. It is
written by Vishwamitra. It is dedicated to Lord Sun (Surya).
*All 114 mantras in the ninth mandal are dedicated to ‘Soma’.
*Three varnas are described in the beginning namely —
Brahma, Kshatra and Visha. The word Shudra is mentioned
for the first time in Purush Sukta of 10" mandal. *The priests
of Rigveda were called ‘Hota’. *Aitreya and Kaushitki are
the two Brahmanas of Rigveda. *According to Patanjali, there
are 21 branches of Rigveda.

*Yajurveda in Sanskrit means ‘wisdom of sacrificial formulas.’
This Veda, compiled a century or two after the Rig-Veda,
contains prose and verse formulas that were to be pronounced
by the priests performing the manual part of the sacrifice. It
describes in prose about the procedural details of performing
different rituals and Yajnas using the hymns of the Rig Veda.
The Sambhitas of Yajur Veda is divided into two parts: Shukla
(White) Yajur Veda and Krishna (Black) Yajur Veda. Shukla
Yajur Veda has a separate Brahmana text written as Satapatha
Brahmana. *Vajasneyi is the samhita of Shukla Yajurveda.
*Shukla Yajurveda is available only in the poetic form whereas
Krishna Yajurveda contains both poetic as well as prose form.
*The Shatpath Brahmana is a prose text describing Vedic
rituals, history and mythology associated with the Yajurveda. In
context to Ancient Indian Vedic literature, Shatpath Brahmana
has been placed just after the Rig Veda. It also describes social
subjects including Vedic rituals. *‘Purusha Medha’ has been
mentioned in Shatpath Brahmana. *The Shatapatha Brahmana
narrates the story of King Videgha Madhava (a king of Videha)
accompanied by his priest Rishi Gautama Rahugana. King
was carrying fire (Agni Vaisvanara) in his mouth which on
incitation of his guru fells out of his mouth and burned the

earth towards his east.

*The Samaveda is shortest among all the four Vedas. It
is closely connected with the Rig Veda. It has taken many
verses from the Rig Veda. The Samaveda is compiled for
ritual application and all its verses are meant to be chanted in
ceremonies. *Samaveda Samhita consists of total 1875 verses.
Amongst these except 75 or 99 verses, all are compiled in Rig
Veda.

*Priest Chanting mantras were called Brahma in Atharvaveda.
The first reference to the ‘Anga’ and ‘Magadha’ is found in
the Atharvaveda where they are mentioned along with Gandhari
and Mujavats. In the post-Vedic period, this region of Kuru &
Panchala was considered as the axis of Aryan culture because
here great achievements happened in science, mathematics,
astronomy, religion and philosophy. *‘Ayurveda’ that is
‘Science of Life’ appeared first in Atharvaveda. Ayurveda is
an Upaveda of Atharvaveda. It is also considered as Upanga
of Atharvaveda. Atharvaveda describes the thoughts and
superstitions of common people. It comprises of various
contents such as disease prevention, coordination, loyalty,
marriage and love poetry. *The Gopatha Brahmana is the
only Brahmana associated with the Atharvaveda. It is a genre
of the prose texts describing the Vedic rituals.

*The Upanishad literature is not a religious scripture but
represents a philosophy for all times and for all. The philosophy
of Upanishads does not oppose any school of thought, religion
or interpretation of the scriptures but its method for explaining
its concepts is unique. *The word salvation or Moksha is not

used in Vedas. It was firstly discussed in Upanishads. *Moksha
means “’liberation”. The continuous cycle of life and death

is not the actual aim of the human soul. *According to the
Upanishads, the core of our self is not the body or the mind
but the Atman (Soul).

*Kathopanishad is the story of the conversation between
Yama, Lord of death and Nachiketa, the young 12 years old boy
who left home in search of the meaning of death and beyond.
This forms the subject matter of one of the Upanishads called
Katha Upanishad or Kathopanishad.

*The phrase '"Satyameva Jayate' is a Sanskrit word taken
from the '"Mundakopanishad'. The meaning of the word
is “truth alone triumphs.” It was adopted as the national
motto of India. It is inscribed in the script at the base of the
national emblem. It was adopted by the Government of India

on 26 January, 1950. *Satyakama Jabala is a boy, and later
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a Vedic sage, who first appears in chapter IV of ancient Hindu
text, the Chhandogya Upanishad. *The phrase “Tamso Ma
Jyotirgamaya” is originally mentioned in Brihadaranyaka
Upanishad. This phrase means - “lead us from darkness to
light or lead us from ignorance to truth”.

*Puranas are the sacred literature of Hinduism. There are 18
Puranas namely, (1) Matsya Purana (2) Markandeya Purana (3)
Bhagavat Purana (4) Bhavishya Purana (5) Brahmanda Purana
(6) Brahma Vaivrata Purana (7) Brahma Purana (8) Vamana
Purana (9) Varaha Purana (10) Vishnu Purana (11) Vayu Purana
(12) Agni Purana (13) Narada Purana (14) Padma Purana (15)
Linga Purana (16) Garuda Purana (17) Skanda Purana (18)
Kurma Purana. *Out of these 18 Puranas, Srimad Bhagvatam
is considered as the ‘Crown Jewel’ of all the Vedic literature.
*Shrimad Bhagavad Gita was originally written in Sanskrit
language often referred in short as Gita. There are 700 verses in
this Hindu scripture and this is the part of the epic Mahabharata.
*Mahabharata originally has only 8,800 Shlokas and its
original name is ‘Jaya’ or Jayasamhita. *Mahabharata today
has 100,000 Shlokas and is believed to be written by Sage
Veda Vyasa. *Puranas have five characteristics like Sarga,
Pratisarga, Vansa, Manvantara and Vanshanucharita. Among
these, Sarga and Pratisarga are the natural creation and
renovation (cosmogony). *Vansa means the history of Sage and
God. *Manvantara is meant for the period of different Manus
and Vanshanucharit means Genealogy of kings. *Pancha-Jana
suggested five specific tribes whose eponymous ancestors were
the founders of the clans, namely Yadu, Turvasa, Druhya,
Anu and Puru. *There is an ancient story mentioned in the Rig
Veda called the Dasharajnya or ‘War of 10 Kings’ long before
Ramayana. There lived a descendant of India’s eponymous king
Bharata, named Sudas. The greatest achievement of Sudas was
his thumping victory over a confederacy of ten kings.

*Many hymns of the Rig Veda were composed by women and
they were called Brahmavadini. The prominent amongst them
were Lopamudra, Vishwawara, Sikta, Nivavari and Ghosa.
*Lopamudra was the wife of Agastya Rishi/sage.

*Family or Kul was the smallest unit of Rigvedic society.
*QGriha word is used for family. *Rigvedic society was a

patriarchal society. It is known from Varun sukta that a father
can sell his child. *The word ‘Yava’ mentioned in Rig Veda is

used for the food grain barley. The gold necklace was called
as ‘Nishka’.

Terms of Rigvedic period and their meaning —
Nivi Clothes worn below waist
Vasas Clothes worn above waist
Taksha Carpenter
Karma Metal worker
Veknat Moneylender
Aritri Boatmen

*The religion of early Vedic Aryans was mainly related to
worship of the nature and performing of Yajnas. *The most
interesting aspect of Rig Vedic religion was its polytheistic
character in which a number of Gods were worshipped. The
Rig Vedic Aryans worshipped nature with intense feeling
and endowed it with animated soul. Vedic Gods were mainly
classified into three groups- (1) God of sky-Varuna, Mitra,
Surya, Vishnu, etc. (2) God of space- Indra, Rudra, etc. (3)
God of earth- Agni, Brihaspati, Soma, etc. *‘Indra’ has been
described as the most powerful deity in the Rig Veda. ‘Indra’
is called Purandara (Destroyer of forts). Very large number
of Rigvedic hymns (as maximum as 250 hymns) are devoted
to him followed by ‘Agni’ (200 hymns). *Boghaz-Koi
inscription (Asia Minor, Turkey) is important because there
is mention of four Vedic Gods, namely Indra, Varuna, Mitra
and Nasatyas. *According to ancient Hindu scriptures, during
Vedic period, the ‘Hindu’ tradition recognized four stages or
ashramas in human life namely Brahmacharya, Grihastha,
Vanaprastha and Sanyasa. *In the context of ancient Indian
society, Vansha, Gotra and Kula are the words associated with
the family system. The word 'Kosa' is related to the treasury.
*As a Rigvedic term, Gotra simply means “cow shelter” or
“herd of cows”.

*Cow was considered as “Aghanya” during Vedic period.
“Aghanya” means not worthy to be killed. This status of the
cow shows that how pious it was considered during the Vedic
period. *Cattle breeding was the most important economic
activity of the Rigvedic people. Prayers were offered to increase
the number of cattle. It was medium of exchange. *Cow is
considered as a deity in some suktas of Rig Veda.

*Dharma and Rita in the Vedic period appear as early as the
Rig Veda. Usually, Dharma signifies cosmic ordinance often
in connection with the sense of natural or divine law. ‘Rita’ as
such is closely related to universal harmony in which all things
in the world have a proper place and function. *The concept

of ‘Rit’ i.e., universal principal of natural order, is of Vedic
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origin. The ‘Rit” has been the basis of Indian culture, legal
theory, politics and philosophy. *God Varuna was supposed to
uphold ‘Rit’ or the natural order that is why he was also called
as ‘Ritasyagopa’.

*Most popular and prevalent system of governance during the
Vedic era was inherited monarchy. Although some examples of
election by the people were also found but the general interest
of the public was towards monarchy. *During the Vedic era,
the two institutions namely ‘Sabha’ and the ‘Samiti’ has been
mentioned as the controlling powers upon the autocracy of
the king. *The ‘Sabha’ was the assembly of the learned and
elite ones, while the ‘Samiti’ was the assembly of the common
people in the state.

*The distinction between Sabha and Samiti cannot be made
out with precision, but it is clear that ‘Sabha’ and ‘Samiti’ are
clearly mentioned at least eight times and six times respectively
in the Rigaveda according to Atharvaveda, Sabha and Samiti

are the two daughters of Prajapati.

Purohit Advisor of king

Senani Head of army

Gramin Head of Village

Mabhishi Wife of king

Suta Head of Chariot army
Sangrahita Treasurer

Bhagdudh Tax collector

Akshavap Accountant

Palagal Messenger

Kshata Keeper of the King's household

*There are total sixteen Sanskars that have been described.
Three are performed before birth, twelve during life and
one after death. It seems that Upnayan Sanskar is the most
important and commonly performed besides the wedding
ceremony and ritual after death. The sixteen Sanskaras are as
follows- Garbhadhana (Conception), Punsavana (Foetus
protection), Simantonnayana (Satisfying the cravings of
the pregnant mother), Jatakarma (Childbirth), Namakaran
(Naming the child), Nishkramana (Taking the child
outdoors for the first time), Annaprasana (Giving solid
food), Mundan (Hair cutting), Karnavedha (Ear piercing),
Vidhyarambha (Starting education), Upanayana (Sacred thread
ceremony), Vedarambha (Study of Vedas), Keshant (Hair cut),

Samavartana (Returning home after completion of education),
Vivaha (Marriage) and Antyesthi (Cremation).

Name of kings having territories in different directions —
East Samrat
West Swarat
North Virat
South Bhoj
Centre Raja

*Bal Gangadhar Tilak in his book ‘The Arctic Home in the
Vedas’ propounded the theory that North Pole (Arctic region)
was the original home of Aryans. "Although this theory of Tilak
is not acceptable to historians.

1. The term ‘Aryan’ denotes :
(a) An ethnic group (b) A nomadic people
(c) A speech group (d) A superior race
LA.S. (Pre) 1999
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999
Ans. (d)

'Aryan' is a term meaning 'noble' which was used as a self-
designation by Indo-Iranian people. In classic Sanskrit the
word Arya means- 'A nobleman'. The word was used by the

people of the Vedic period in India as an ethnic label for
themselves as well as to refer noble class. Scholars point out
that even in ancient times, the idea of being an 'Aryan' was
religious, cultural and linguistic, not racial.

2. Meaning of the term ‘Arya’ in classical Sanskrit is
(a) Believer of the God
(b) A hereditary cast
(c) Abeliever in particular religion
(d) A Noble man
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 1998
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

3.  Which one of the following is oldest Veda :

(a) Yajurveda (b) Rig Veda
(c) Samaveda (d) Atharvaveda
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2010
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1995

Uttarakhand U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2007
Ans. (b)

In Indian literature, Vedas are the most ancient scriptures
which are four in numbers, namely Rig Veda, Yajurveda,
Samaveda and Atharvaveda. Rig Veda is the most important
and oldest among all these.

4. ‘Trayi’is a name for —
(a) Three Vedas
(b) Dharma, Sangha and Buddha
(¢) Three Gods in Hindu Pantheon
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(d) Three seasons
U.P.P.S.C. (GIC) 2010
Ans. (a)

Rig Veda, Yajurveda and Samaveda are called Vedatrayi or
simply Trayi.

5. In which Vedic text the term ‘Varna’is found referred
for the first time?
(a) Rig Veda
(c) Samaveda

(b) Atharvaveda

(d) Yajurveda
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (a)

The "Varnas' have been known from Rig Veda since a hymn
in the Rig Veda portrays the Brahmin (Priest), the Kshatriya
(noble), the Vaishya (commoner) and the Shudra (servant)
issued forth at creation from the mouth, arms, thighs and the
feet of the primeval person (Purusha). Although the literal
meaning of the word Varna is colour or class (in Sanskrit).

6. The ‘Purush Sukta’ related to Varna System is
originally found in —
(a) Atharvaveda
(c) Rig Veda
(e) None of these

(b) Samaveda
(d) Manusmriti

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2014
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

7. Match the following:
A. Atharvaveda
B. Rig Veda
C. Yajurveda

1. God Grace
2. Sacrifice process
3. Medicine

List- 1 List- IT
A. Rig Veda 1. Musical hymns
B. Yajurveda 2. Hymns and rituals
C. Samaveda 3. Charms and spells
D. Atharvaveda 4. Hymns and prayers
Code :
A B C D
(a) 4 2 1 3
b 3 2 4 1
(c) 4 1 2 3
d 2 3 1 4
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2003
U.P.U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2002
Ans. (a)

Rigveda consists of 1028 hymns and 10552 mantras.
Yajurveda contains the description of stotras and rituals.
The Samaveda consists of many hymns which are taken
from Rig Veda and are indeed lyrical and melodious. The

Atharvaveda contains a lot of knowledge of the physical

world and spirituality.
9. In Rig Veda there are........ mantras —
(a) 1028 (b) 1017
(c) 1128 (d) 1020
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (%)

| See the explanation of above question. |

10. The Rig Veda is the
(a) Collection of hymns
(c) Collection of words

(b) Collection of stories

(d) Text of war
U.P. R.O./A.R.O. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (a)

The Rig Veda is an ancient collection of Vedic Sanskrit
hymns. It consists of thousands of such hymns of several
seers, each hymn averaging around ten verses. It is one of
the four canonicals sacred texts (Shruti) of Hinduism known
as ‘Vedas.’

D. Samaveda 4. Music
Code :
A B cC D

(a 3 1 2 4

b 1 2 3 4

() 2 3 4 1

(d 3 4 1 2

M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999
Ans. (a)

The correctly matched list is as follows -
Atharvaveda - Medicine
Rig Veda - God Grace
Yajurveda - Sacrifice process
Samaveda - Music

8.  Match List- I with List- II and select the correct answer
from the codes given below :

11. Match the List-I and List-IT and choose your answer
from the codes given below:

List-I List-11
A. Rig Veda i.  Gopatha
B. Samaveda ii. Shatpatha
C. Atharvaveda iii. Aitariya
D. Yajurveda iv. Panchvisha
Code:
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(a) v il i

(b) i v i i

(c) il v i il

(d i il iv i

R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 2013
Ans. (¢)

The correctly matched order is :
Rig Veda - Aitariya
Samaveda - Panchvisha
Atharvaveda - Gopatha
Yajurveda - Shatpatha

12. Which one of the following Brahmana texts belongs
to the Rigveda?
(a) Aitareya Brahmana (b) Gopatha Brahmana
(c) Shatapatha Brahmana (d) Taittitriya Brahmana
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

13. ‘Gopatha Brahmana’ is associated with —
(a) Yajurveda (b) Samveda
(c) Atharvaveda (d) Rig Veda
U.P.R.O./A.R.O (Pre) 2014
Ans. (¢)

The Gopatha Brahmana is the only Brahmana, a genre of the

prose texts describing the Vedic rituals, associated with the
Atharvaveda. The text is associated with both the Shaunaka
and the Paippalada recensions of the Atharvaveda.

14. 'Which of the following is a Samhita of Shukla Yajurveda?
(b) Maitrayani
(d) Kathak

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2018

(a) Vajasanami

(c) Taittiriya

Ans. (a)

There are two branches of Yajurveda-Shukla Yajurveda and
Krishna Yajurveda. Vajasnami is the Samhita of Shukla
Yajurveda. Shukla Yajurveda is available only in the poetic
form whereas Krishna Yajurveda contains both poetic as

well as prose form.

15. Which Mandala of Rig Veda is completely dedicated
to ‘Soma’?
(a) Seventh Mandala
(c) Ninth Mandala

(b) Eighth Mandala
(d) Tenth Mandala

42~ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (¢)

Rig Veda is the oldest Veda. It comprises of 10 Mandals. The
9t Mandal of Rig Veda comprises 114 mantras dedicated

to ‘Soma.’

16. The ninth mandala of the Rig Veda is devoted wholly to:
(a) Indra and his elephant
(b) Urvashi and the Heaven
(c) Gods related to plants and drugs
(d) ‘Soma’, the god who is named after the drink
40+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1995
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

17. Rights and Rituals related to Yajnas are mentioned in—
(a) Rig Veda (b) Samaveda
(c) Brahmin Granthas (d) Yajurveda
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1999
Ans. (d)

Yajurveda in Sanskrit means ‘wisdom of sacrificial formulas.’
This Veda, compiled a century or two after the Rig-Veda,
contains prose and verse formulae that were to be pronounced
by the priests performing the manual part of the sacrifice. It
describes in prose about the procedural details of performing
different rituals and Yajnas using the hymns of the Rig Veda.
The Sambhitas of Yajur Veda are divided into two parts: Shukla
or white Yajur Veda and Krishna or black Yajur Veda. Shukla
Yajur Veda has a separate Brahmana text written as Satapatha
Brahmana whereas the Krishna Yajur Veda has the Brahmana

prose discussions.

18. Which one of the following four Vedas contains an

account of magical charms and spells?
(a) Rig Veda (b) Yajurveda
(c) Atharvaveda (d) Samaveda
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (¢)

The earliest description of charms and spells can be found

in Atharvaveda.

19. The compilation of which among the following is based
upon the Rig Veda?
(a) Yajurveda
(c) Atharvaveda

(b) Samaveda

(d) None of the above
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1997

Ans. (b)
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The Samaveda is shortest among all the four Vedas. It is
closely connected with the Rig Veda. It has taken many verses
from the Rig Veda. The Samaveda is compiled inclusively
for ritual application and all of its verses are meant to be
chanted in ceremonies. Samaveda Samhita consists a total
of 1875 verses. Amongst these except 75 or 99 verses, all of
them are compiled in Rig Veda.

20. The earliest evidence of the use of iron in India has
been discovered from :
(a) Taxila
(c) Kaushambi

(b) Atranjikhera

(d) Hastinapur
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1998

Ans. (b)

Atranjikhera is a prehistoric and historic excavated
archaeological site on the bank of Kali river, a tributary
of Ganga. This site was first identified by Sir Alexander
Cunningham in 1862 but excavated by R.C. Gaur in 1962.
The earliest evidence of iron used in the region dates back
to 1150 B.C.

21. Upanishads are books on —

(a) Religion (b) Yoga
(c) Law (d) Philosophy
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2004
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2002
Ans. (d)

The Upanishad literature is not a religious scripture but
represents a philosophy for all times and for all. The
philosophy of Upanishads does not oppose any school of
thought, religion or interpretation of the scriptures, but its
method for explaining its concepts is unique. Upanishad
means pupils sit near the teacher to learn from him about
the secret doctrine.

22. The main theme of Upanishads is —
(a) Social structure (b) Philosophy
(c) Law (d) State
U.P.Lower Sub. (Pre) 1998
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

23. Which one of the following Vedic literature talks about
salvation :
(a) Rig Veda
(c) Brahmins

(b) Later Sambhitas
(d) Upanishads

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2003
Ans. (d)

The word salvation or Moksha is not used in Vedas, It was
firstly discussed in Upanishads. Moksha means “liberation”.
The continuous cycle of life and death is not the actual aim
of the human soul. According to the Upanishads, the core of
our self is not the body or the mind but the Atman (Soul).

24. The famous dialogue between Nachiketa and Yama is
mentioned in the :

(a) Brihadaranyaka Upanishad
(b) Chhandogyopanishad
(c) Kathopanishad
(d) Kenopanishad
LA.S. (Pre) 1997
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999
U.P.U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2002
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2005
Ans. (¢)

Kathopanishad is the story of the conversation between Yama,
Lord of death and Nachiketa, the young 12 years old boy,
who left home in search of the meaning of death and beyond.
This forms the subject matter of one of the Upanishads called
Katha Upanishad or Kathopanishad.

25. ‘Nachiketa’ legend finds mention in :
(a) Atharvaveda
(b) Satapatha Brahmin
(c) Kathopanishad
(d) Brihadaranyaka Upanishad
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2006
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

26. King Asvapati of the Upanishadic period was the ruler of:

(a) Kashi (b) Kekaya
(c) Panchala (d) Videha
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999

Ans. (b)

The Upanishads state that some Kshatriya kings who were
great scholars and philosophers also imparted knowledge to
Brahmins. Some of them were- King Janak of Videha, King
Pravahanjabali of Panchal, King Asvapati of Kekaya and
King Ajatshatru of Kashi. Asvapati was a Kshatriya king.
He was well known as a learned teacher of the age. The
Kekaya kingdom was situated on the bank of river Beas, east
of Gandhara kingdom. King Asvapati ruled Kekaya when
Janak was the king of Videha.

27. Which of the following is the correct order of the Vedic
literature?
(a) Vedic Samhitas, Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanishads
(b) Vedic Samhitas, Upnishads, Aranyakas, Brahmanas
(c) Vedic Sambhitas, Aranyakas, Brahmanas, Upnishads
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(d) Vedic Sambhitas, Vedangas, Aranyakas, Smritis
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2014
Ans. (a)

Each of the Vedas is divided into four parts (or the sections).
The correct order of them is Samhitas, Brahmanas, Aranyakas
and Upanishads. Samhitas and Brahmanas form the Karma-
Kanda segment of the Vedas. Aranyakas and Upanishads
from the Gyan-Kanda segment of the Vedas. They explicitly
focus on philosophy and spirituality.

28. The river mentioned most in early Vedic literature is :
(a) Sindhu (b) Shutudri
(c) Sarasvati (d) Ganga
LA.S. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (a)

Sindhu river was the most important river during the Vedic
period; that is why it was mentioned most of the times in the
Rig Veda. Sindhu river due to its economic importance was
called as ‘Hiranyani’ and its place of termination referred
to as ‘Peravat’ which means ‘Arabian Sea.” Saraswati river
was the most pious river of Rigvedic Aryans and called as
“Naditama”.

29. Vedic river Askini is identified with which one of the

following rivers?

(a) Beas (b) Ravi
(¢) Chenab (d) Jhelum
U.P. P.S.C. (GIC) 2010
Ans. (¢)

Vedic river Askini is identified with a present-day river named
as Chenab, also popularly known as Chandrabhaga. The
river Chenab originates from Tandi in Lahul Spiti where two
rivulets namely Chandra and Bhaga meet to form this river.

30. Which of the following rivers mentioned in the Rig Veda
indicates the relations of Aryans with Afghanistan?
(a) Askini (b) Parushni
(c) Kubha, Kramu (d) Vipasha, Shutudri
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2010
Ans. (¢)

Rivers mentioned in the Rig Veda namely Kubha (Kabul),
Kramu (Kurram), Gomti (Gomal) and Suvastu (Swat) were

flowing through Afghanistan which indicates that there were

deep relations of Aryans with the country.

31. The Vedic river Kubha was located in:
(a) Afghanistan (b) Chinese Turkistan

| See the explanation of above question.

32. Match the List-I and List-II and choose the correct
answer from the code given below:

List-I List-IT
(Vedic Rivers) ( Modern Name)
A. Kubha 1. Gandak
B. Parushni 2. Kabul
C. Sadaneera 3. Ravi
D. Shutudri 4. Sutlej
Code:
A B C D
(a) 1 2 4 3
by 2 3 1 4
(¢ 3 4 2 1
(d 4 1 3 2
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (b)
Rivers given in the options are correctly matched as follows
with their modern names —
Kubha - Kabul
Parushni - Ravi
Sadaneera - Gandak
Shutudri - Sutlej
33. In the period of Mahabharata, the name of Mahanadi was
(a) Kaveri (b) Tapti
(c) Mahananda (d) Ganga

(e) None of these
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (e)
The name of Mahanadi during the period of Mahabharat
was 'Chitrotpala'. In the Bhishma festival of Mahabharata,
the Chitrotpala river is praised as Punayadayini and Sin

Vashinini. Indian people drank the water of Chitrotpala.
This fact is proved by the following Verse of Mahabharata —
"ETen feERert wat arfgn qenl werfe Javo et
1Y A"

The Mahanadi has been called Chitrotpala Ganga in the
Mahoba copper plate of Someshwar Deyv.

34. Which of the following custom emerged during the
post-Vedic period :
(a) Dharma, Artha, Kama, Moksha
(b) Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, Shudra
(¢) Brahmcharya, Grihasthaashramas, Vanaprastha,
Sanyasa
(d) Indra, Surya, Rudra, Maruta

(c) Kashmir (d) Punjab
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999 LA.S. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (a) Ans. (a & ¢)
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According to ancient Hindu scriptures, during Post-Vedic
period, the ‘Hindu’ tradition recognized four stages or
ashramas in human life namely Brahmacharya, Grihastha,
Vanaprastha and Sanyasa and four purusharth namely
Dharma, Artha, Kama, Moksha.

35. The ‘dharma’and ‘rita’ depict a central idea of ancient
Vedic civilization of India. In this context, consider the
following statements :

1. ‘Dharma’ was a conception of obligations and the
discharge of one’s duties to oneself and to others.
2. ‘Rita’ was the fundamental moral law governing
the functioning of the universe and all it contained.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
LA.S. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (¢)

Dharma and Rita in the Vedic period appear as early as
the Rig Veda. Usually, Dharma signifies cosmic ordinance
often in connection with the sense of natural or divine
law. ‘Rita’ as such is closely related to universal harmony
in which all things in the world have a proper place and
function. So the term ‘Rita’ means an impersonal law,
while Dharma characterizes those personal actions that
engender or maintain the cosmic order.Thus, the correct

answer is option (c).

36. Who among the following Vedic deities was believed
to be their priest ?

(a) Agni (b) Brihaspati
(c) Dyaus (d) Indra
U.P.P.C.S. (Main) 2013
Ans. (b)

Brihaspati is also known as Deva-guru (teacher or priest of

Gods), is the guru of the Devas (Gods).

37. Who among the following was a Brahmavadini who
composed some hymns of the Vedas?
(b) Gargi
(d) Savitri
LA.S. (Pre) 1995

(a) Lopamudra

(c) Leelavati

Ans. (a)

Many hymns of the Rig Veda were composed by women and
they were called Brahmavadini. The prominent amongst them

were Lopamudra, Vishwawara, Sikta, Nivavari and Ghosa.

Lopamudra was the wife of Agastya Rishi/sage.

38. During the Rigvedic Period word ‘Nishka’ was used
for a Jewellery but in later period it was used for the
meaning of :

(a) Arms (b) Farming equipment
(¢) Script (d) Coin
LA.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (d)

During Vedic period, the gold necklace was called as “Nishka’

which later transformed the way for the gold coins.

39. During the Rig Vedic period Nishka was an ornament of—

(a) Ear (b) Neck
(c) Arm (d) Wrist
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2007
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

40. ‘Nishka’ in ancient India was known as —
(a) Gold Ornament (b) Cows
(c) Copper Coins (d) Silver Coins
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2005

Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

41. Boghaz-Koi is important because:
(a) It was an important trading centre between Central
Asia and Tibet
(b) Inscriptions were found which mentioned the names
of Vedic Gods and Goddesses
(c) Original Texts of the Vedas were composed here
(d) None of the above
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996
39+B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (b)

Boghaz-Koi inscription (Asia Minor, Turkey) is important
because there is mention of four Vedic Gods, namely Indra,

Varuna, Mitra and Nasatyas.

42. Which of the following inscriptions tells about the
Aryan’s movement of Aryan from Iran to India ?
(a) Man Sehra (b) Shahbazgarhi
(c) Boghaz-Koi (d) Junagarh
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2009
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

43. An inscription of 14th century B.C. which describes
the Vedic Gods has been found in
(a) Ecbatana (b) Boghaz-Koi
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(c) Babylon (d) Bisotun
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2016

Ans. (b)

Boghaz-Koi inscription which mentions four Vedic God
namely Indra, Varuna, Mitra, and Nasatyas, is the 14th
century B.C. inscription. It is important in Indian history
because inscription of 14» century B.C. was discovered here.

44. Who among the following wrote on the original
homeland of the Aryans?
(a) Sankaracharya
(¢) Vivekanand

(b) Annie Besant

(d) Bal Gangadhar Tilak
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996

Ans. (d)

Bal Gangadhar Tilak in his book ‘The Arctic Home in the
Vedas “’propounded the theory that North Pole (Arctic
region) was the original home of Aryans. But this theory of

Tilak is not acceptable to historians.

45. The name of scripture in which “’Purusha Medha’ was
mentioned is:
(a) Krishna Yajurveda
(c) Shatpath Brahmana

(b) Shukla Yajurveda

(d) Panchvish Brahmana
U.P. P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2008
Ans. (¥)

‘Purusha Medha’ has been mentioned in Shatpath Brahmana
of Shukla Yajurveda and Taittiriya Brahmana of Krishna
Yajurveda, Krishna and Shukla Yajurveda.

46. The priest associated with King Videgha Madhava

referred in Shatapatha Brahmana was —

(a) Rishi Bharadwaj

(b) Rishi Vashishta

(c) Rishi Vishwamitra

(d) Rishi Gautama Rahugana

U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2015

Ans. (d)

It is believed that Saraswati was the scene of the activities
of the famous Vedic tribes - the Bharatas, the Purus, and the
Kurus. The Shatapatha Brahmana narrates the story of King
Videgha Madhava (a king of Videha) accompanied by his
priest Rishi Gautama Rahugana, carrying the sacred fire to
east preserving thereby the tradition that the Kosalas and the

Videhas received from their culture.

47. In the post-Vedic period which was considered as the
axis of Aryan Culture
(a) Anga, Magadha
(¢) Kuru, Panchala

(b) Kosal, Videha
(d) Matsya, Shurasena

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2007
Ans. (¢)

In the post-Vedic period, this region of Kuru, Panchala was
considered as the axis of Aryan culture because here great
achievements happened in science, mathematics, astronomy,

religion and philosophy.

48. The word Gotra occurs for the first time in
(a) Atharvaveda (b) Rig Veda

(c) Samaveda (d) Yajurveda
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005
Ans. (b)

As a Rigvedic term, gotra simply means “cow shelter” or
“herd of cows”. The specific meaning “family, lineage kin”
(as it were “herd within an enclosure”) is relatively more

recent, first recorded around post-Vedic period.

49. The religion of early Vedic Aryans was primarily of
(a) Bhakti
(b) Image worship and yajnas
(¢) Worship of nature and yajnas
(d) Worship of nature and bhakti
LA.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (¢)

The religion of early Vedic Aryans was mainly related to
worship of the nature and performing of Yajnas. The Aryans
in the early Vedic period described life as manifestation of
nature. Worship of different forces of nature formed a part
of their religious belief. They believed that some divine
power works behind the objects of nature such as fire, water,
wind, etc.

50. In the Rigvedic period, people believed mainly in —

(b) One God belief
(d) Sacrifice and rituals
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1993

(a) Idol worship
(¢) Goddess worship

Ans. (d)

Sacrifice or Yajna was the central feature of Rigvedic religion.
Domestic sacrifice was the general rule. Community sacrifice
offered by kings were grand festivals. It was believed that

Gods were pleased by Yajna or sacrifice.

51. Famous Battle of ‘Ten Kings’ was fought on the bank
of the river —
(a) The Ganges
(c) Kaveri

(b) Brahmaputra
(d) Parushni

42+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (d)
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There is an ancient story mentioned in the Rig Veda called the
Dasharajnya or ‘“War of 10 Kings’ on the bank of Parushni
River. There lived a descendant of India’s eponymous king
Bharata, named Sudas. The greatest achievement of Sudas
was his thumping victory over a confederacy of ten kings.

52. The famous battle of ‘Ten Kings’ as described in the
Rig Veda was fought on the bank of
(b) Saraswati
(d) Asikni
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2008

(a) Parushni
(c) Vipasa

Ans. (a)

| See the explanation of above question. |

53. Which of the following river among the following

referred as ‘Matetama’, 'Devitama' and ‘Naditama’

in the Rig Veda.
(a) Sindhu (b) Saraswati
(c) Vitasta (d) Yamuna
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008

Ans. (b)

Saraswati River was considered as the most pious and
respected river during the Rigvedic period. In the Rig
Veda, Saraswati is referred as ‘Matetama,’ 'Devitama' and
“Naditama’ means best of all mothers, best of all Goddesses

and the best of all rivers respectively.

54. Give the name of the tribe which is not related to the

‘Panchjana’ of the Rig Veda Aryans:

(a) Yadu (b) Puru
(c) Turvasa (d) Kikat
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2009
Ans. (d)

Pancha-Jana suggested five specific tribes whose eponymous

ancestors were the founders of the clans, namely Yadu,

Turvasa, Druhya, Anu and Puru. Kikat was not among them.

55. In the ancient period chief-livelihood source of the Aryans
was —
(a) Agriculture
(c) Artcraft

(b) Hunting
(d) Business

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (a)

In ancient time, the Aryans were dependent on Agriculture

and hunting for their livelihood.

56. The word ‘Yava’ mentioned in Rig Veda is used for
which agricultural product ?

(a) Barley (b) Gram
(c) Rice (d) Wheat
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008
Ans. (a)

The word “Yava’ mentioned in Rig Veda is used for the food

grain barley. Hence, option (a) is the correct answer.

57. Match list-I with list-II and choose the correct answer
from the code given below —

List-I List-11

A. Vrihi (i) Sugarcane
B. Mudga (ii) Rice

C. Yava (iii) Mung bean
D. Ikshu (iv) Millet
Code —

(a) A~(i), B-(ii), C-(iii), D-(iv)
(b) A~(iv), B-(iii), C~(ii), D-(i)
(¢) A-(iii), B-(iv), C~(i), D-(ii)
(d) A(ii), B(iii), C-(iv), D-(i)

R.A.S/R.T.S. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (d)
The correctly matched list is as follows —
Vrihi — Rice
Mudga — Mung bean
Yava — Millet
Ikshu — Sugarcane

58. The Rigvedic "Pani'" belong to which class of citizens?
(a) Priests (b) TIronsmiths
(c) Goldsmiths (d) Traders
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2019
Ans. (d)

"Pani" during the Rigvedic period were a class of traders.

59. The System of Governance prevalent in the Vedic era

was—

(a) Autocratic

(b) Democratic

(c) Republic

(d) Descended monarchy

R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1993

Ans. (d)

Most popular and prevalent system of governance during the
Vedic era was descended monarchy. Although some examples
of election by the people were also found but the general

interest of the public was towards monarchy.
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60. 'Sabha' of Vedic-era —
(a) Was an institution of mercantile people of the villages
(b) Was a royal court
(c) Was council of ministers
(d) National Assembly of all the people of the state
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (¢)

During the Vedic era, the two institutions namely ‘Sabha’
and the ‘Samiti’ have been mentioned as the controlling
powers upon the autocracy of the king. The ‘Sabha’ was the
assembly of the learned and elite ones, while the ‘Samiti’ was
the assembly of the common people in the state.

61. The Rigvedic tribal assembly associated with judicial
function was
(a) Sabha
(c) Vidhata

(b) Samiti

(d) All of these
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (a)

Several tribal or the clan-based assemblies such as the Sabha,
Samiti, Vidatha are mentioned in the Rigveda. Among them
Sabha was associated with the judicial function. Sabha is
mentioned eight times in Rigveda. Sabha and Samiti are
mentioned as two daughters of Prajapati in Atharvaveda.

62. In which of the Vedas, Sabha and Samiti are called as
two daughters of Prajapati ?
(a) Rig Veda (b) Samveda
(¢) Yajurveda (d) Atharvaveda
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2009
Ans. (d)

The clear distinction between Sabha and Samiti cannot be
made but it is clear that ‘Sabha’ and ‘Samiti’ were clearly

mentioned in the Atharva Veda as the two daughters of

Prajapati.

63. ‘Ayurveda’ that is ‘Science of Life’ appeared first in :
(b) Samveda
(d) Atharvaveda

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1994

(a) Aranyaka
(¢) Yajurveda

Ans. (d)

‘Ayurveda’ that is ‘Science of Life’ appeared first in
Atharvaveda. Ayurveda is an Upaveda of Atharva Veda. It
describes the thoughts and superstitions of common people.

It comprises of various contents such as disease prevention,

coordination, loyalty, marriage and love poetry.

64. Rig-vedic religion was—
(a) Polytheistic
(c) Monistic

(b) Monotheistic
(d) Libertarian

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2014
Ans. (a)

The most interesting aspect of Rig Vedic religion was its
polytheistic character in which a number of Gods were
worshipped. The Rig Vedic Aryans worshipped nature
with intense feeling and endowed it with animated soul.
Vedic Gods were mainly classified into three groups- (1)
God of sky-Varuna, Mitra, Surya, Vishnu, etc. (2) God
of space- Indra, Rudra, etc. (3) God of the earth- Agni,
Brihaspati, Soma, etc. Whenever these Vedic saints
worship any God, they consider him to be the Supreme
God, this is known as Ekaikyavaad. Else than this in
Rigveda Ekeshwarvaad is supported by saying Ekm
Satt Vipra bahudha badanti". Ekeshwarvaad of Rigveda
included vision of Advaityavaad, Sarvadevtavaad and

Bahudevatavaad. But the concept of one supreme God of

Vedas is different form the moder Ishwarvaad.

65. The largest number of Rigvedic hymns are devoted to

(a) Agni (b) Indra
(c) Rudra (d) Vishnu
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2002
Ans. (b)

‘Indra’ has been described as the most powerful deity in the
Rig Veda. ‘Indra’ is the most important divinity in the Rig-
Veda. A very large number of Rig Veda hymns (as maximum

as 250 hymns) are devoted to him followed by ‘Agni’ (200

hymns).

66. Thelargest number of the Hymns in Rig Veda belongs to—

(a) Agni (b) Varuna
(c) Vishnu (d) Yama
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2010
Ans. (a)

The largest number of hymns in Rigveda belongs to god
Indra. But in the present question, in the absence of Indra

we choose Agni (Second largest).
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67. Who among the following was the most popular God
of the early Vedic Aryans ?

(a) Varuna (b) Vishnu
(¢) Rudra (d) Indra
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2008
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

68. Who among the following is regarded as War-God in

the Rig Veda ?
(a) Agni (b) Indra
(c) Surya (d) Varuna
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2011
Ans. (b)

In the Rig Veda, a maximum number of hymns are devoted
to the God ‘Indra’. He was the Storm-God and referred to as
the Sky-God and the God of War. The Vedas describe Indra
as the God who wields the thunderbolt.

69. Who of the following Gods was considered as War-God

in the Vedic literature?

(a) Varuna (b) Indra
(c) Agini (d) Mitra
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question. |

70. Study the following statements about the Vedic God Indra
and select the correct answer from the codes given below:
1. Was the God of thunder.
2. Punished the sinners.
3. Was the guardian of the moral order.
4. Was the God of rain.
Codes :
(a) 1 and 2 are correct.
(b) 1 and 3 are correct.
(c) 2 and 4 are correct.

(d) 1 and 4 are correct.
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2017
Ans. (d)

In Vedas, Indra is the King and the Dev of Svarga
(Heaven). He is the God of heaven, lightning, thunder and
rains. Guardian of the Moral order (Rit) was lord Varuna.
Some hymns, are prayers to God Indra for punishing the
sinners, but in the absence of option 1, 2 and 4 we choose

1 and 4.

71. 800 B.C. to 600 B.C. is related to which era?
(a) Brahmin era (b) Sutra era

(c¢) Ramayana era (d) Mahabharata era
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2002

Ans. (a)

800 B.C. to 600 B.C. is related to Brahmana era. Often period
during seventh century B.C. to third century B.C. is called
as Sutra Period.

72. Gayatri Mantra is found in which book?
(a) Upanishad (b) Bhagwatgita
(c) Rig Veda (d) Yajurveda
39+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (¢)

The Gayatri Mantra was first written in Sanskrit in the Rig
Veda by the Brahmarshi Vishwamitra. Its meaning is “May

the Almighty God illuminate our intellect to lead us along

the righteous path.”

73. The ‘Mantra’ famous with the name of ‘Gayatri
Mantra’ found in which of the following scriptures —
(a) Bhagwat Gita
(b) Atharvaveda
(c) Rig Veda
(d) Manusmriti
U.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

74. Who composed the Gayatri Mantra ?

(a) Vasishtha (b) Vishwamitra
(c) Indra (d) Parikshit
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2006
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question. |
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75. Sarga, Pratisarga, Vansa, Manvantara and Vanshanucha-
rita are the indicators of
(a) Vedas
(¢) Upanishads

(b) Puranas

(d) Sutras
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) (Re. Exam) 2015
Ans. (b)

Puranas have five characteristics like Sarga, Pratisarga,
Vansa, Manvantara and Vanshanucharita. Among these,
Sarga and Pratisarga are the natural creation and renovation
(cosmogony). Vansa means the history of Sage and God.

Manvantara is meant for the period of different Manus and

Vanshanucharit means Genealogy of kings.

76. The number of Puranas is—

(a) 16 (b) 18
(c) 19 (d) 21
U.P.P.S.C. (GIC) 2010
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2009
Ans. (b)

Puranas are the sacred literature of Hinduism. There are 18
Puranas namely, (1) Matsya Purana (2) Markandeya Purana
(3) Bhagavat Puranam(4) Bhavishya Purana (5) Brahmanda
Purana (6) Brahma Vaivrata Purana (7) Brahma Purana (8)
Vamana Purana (9) Varaha Purana (10) Vishnu Purana (11)
Vayu Purana (12) Agni Purana (13) Narada Purana (14)
Padma Purana (15) Linga Purana (16) Garuda Purana (17)
Skanda Purana (18) Kurma Purana. Out of these 18 Puranas,
Srimad Bhagvatam is considered as the ‘Crown Jewel’ of all

the Vedic literature.

77. In which language was the ‘Shrimad Bhagavad Gita’

originally written ?

(a) Sanskrit (b) Urdu
(c) Pali (d) Hindi
Uttarakhand U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2007
Ans. (a)

Shrimad Bhagavad Gita was originally written in Sanskrit
language often referred in short as Gita. There are 700

verses in this Hindu scripture and this is the part of the epic

Mahabharata.

78. Originally the Mahabharata was known as —
(a) Brihatkatha (b) Brahmins
(c) Brihatsamhita (d) Jayasambhita
U.P.R.O/A.R.O. (Pre) 2014
Ans. (d)

Mahabharata originally had only 8,800 slokas and its original
name was ‘Jaya’ or Jayasamhita. Mahabharata today has

100,000 Shlokas and is believed to be written by Sage Veda

Vyasa.

79. The Shatasahasri-Sambhita is the nickname of which
of the following texts?
(a) Rigveda

(c) Ramayana

(b) Atharvaveda
(d) Mahabharata

U.P.B.E.O. (Pre.) 2019
Ans. (d)

| See the above explanation |

80. In Mahabharat by what name were the Kuninda-kings
known?
(b) Madhyam
(d) Dwij
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2016

(a) Sarvasrestha

(c) Dwij Srestha

Ans. (¢)

Kuninda-Kings in Mahabharat were known by the name of
the Dwij Shrestha. They are mentioned in Sabha Parva of
Mahabharata (Chapter 51, Part-1). In this, they had been

addressed as 'Chief among Dwijs'.

81. According to Hindu mythology, which serpent offered

himself as a rope for churning the ocean ?

(a) Kalia (b) Vasuki
(c) Pushkar (d) Sheshnag
Uttarakhand U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2007
Ans. (b)

The churning of the ocean of milk was an elaborate process.
Mount Mandara or Mandar Parvat was used as the churning
rod and Vasuki, the king of serpents who abides on Shiva’s
neck, became the churning rope. Lord Vishnu, in the form
of Kurma Avtar, came to their rescue and supported the

mountain on his back.
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82. In which phase, the concept of untouchability was put
clearly?
(b) Later Vedic phase
(d) Dharmashastra phase
39+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1994

(a) Rigvedic phase
(c) Later Gupta phase

Ans. (d)

The concept of untouchability assumed definite shape in
the early Christian era which was the period known as the
era of Dharmashastra in ancient Indian history. During
this period, the Brahmanical religion was on ascendences.
Various scriptures were being written and the social customs
of different types were practised strictly and untouchability
was one of them.

83. From which Upanishad, the words “Satyameva
Jayate” have been taken ?
(a) Mandukopanishad
(b) Kathopnishad
(¢) Chhandogyopanishad
(d) None of these
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2004
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2004

Ans. (d)

The words “Satyameva Jayate’ is a Sanskrit word taken from
the ‘Mundakopanishad', not from Mandukopanishad'. The
meaning of the word is “truth alone triumphs.” It was adopted
as the national motto of India. It is inscribed in the script at
the base of the national emblem. On January 26, 1950, it was

adopted by the Government of India.

84. From where the word ‘Satyameva Jayate’ taken ?
(b) Bhagawadgita
(d) Mundakopanishad
L.A.S. (Pre) 2004
M.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 1994
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1992
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1991

(a) Manusmriti

(c) Rig Veda

Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

85. ‘Satyamev Jayate’ which is engraved on the Indian
Emblem has been taken from —

(a) Rig Veda (b) Bhagavad Gita

(¢) Mundakopanishad (d) Matsya Purana
U.P.P.S.C. (R.I.) 2014

Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

86. The Statement ""Tamsoma Jyotirgamaya'' was originally

mentioned in

(a) Upanishadas

(b) Mahakavyas

(c) Puranas

(d) Shaddarshanas

(e) None of these

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (a)

The statement "Tamsoma Jyotirgamaya" is originally
mentioned in Brihadaranyaka Upanishada. This statement

means - "lead us from darkness to light or lead us from

ignorance to truth"

87. The legend of Satyakam Jabal, which challenges the
stigma of being an unmarried mother, is mentioned in
(a) Jabal Upanishad
(b) Prashnophishad
(c) Chhandogya Upanishad

(d) Kathopanishad
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (¢)

Satyakama Jabala as a boy, and later a Vedic sage, who first

appears in chapter IV of ancient Hindu text, the Chhandogya

Upanishad challenged the stigma of an unmarried mother.

88. Theliteral meaning of which Upanishada is white horse?

(a) Kathopanishad

(b) Chhandogya Upanishad

(c) Taittriya Upanishad

(d) Eshopanishad

(e) None of these

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (e)
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None of the Upanishads in the given options literally means
'white horse'. Shvetashvatara Upanishad is an ancient Sanskrit
text embedded in the Yajurveda. Shavetashvatara literally

means 'carried on a white horse'.

89. Fundamental or basic script of the ‘Rig Veda’ was —
(b) Kharoshthi

(d) Brahmi

U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2004

(a) Devnagri

(c) Pali

Ans. (d)

The basic script of the Rig Veda was Brahmi. The work on
a script or ‘Bhasa’ is said to have been started by Brahma.
For thousands of years, the script was known after him as
the Brahmi script. The Rig Veda is divided into 10 Mandals,
which consists of 1028 Sukta and 10552 Mantra. According
to Patanjali, there are 21 branches of Rig Veda. The priests

of Rig Veda were called ‘Hota'.

90. In the Vedic rituals HOTA is associated with the—
(a) Rig Veda (b) Yajurvaveda

(d) Atharvaveda
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2013

(c) Samaveda

Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

91. There is a similarity in Avesta and the Rig Veda, from

which region the Avesta is related to —

(a) India (b) Iran
(c) Israel (d) Egypt
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2004
Ans. (b)

According to a definition given about the Aryans: “The Indo-
Iranian group whose members composed the Zoroastrian
scriptures, the Avesta and the Hindu scriptures such as the
Vedas, called themselves Aryans. So it is clear that in the
Vedic period it was the region of present-day Iran, where
Zoroastrianism prevailed, and the ‘Avesta’ was written by

Zoroastrian.

92. Which of the following animals was considered as
“Aghanya” during the Vedic period:-
(a) Bull (b) Sheep

(c) Cow (d) Elephant
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2008

Ans. (¢)

It was the cow which was considered as “Aghanya” during
Vedic period. “Aghanya” means not worthy of being killed.

This status of the cow shows how pious it was considered

during the Vedic period.

93. Aghanya in Rig Veda is mentioned for —
(a) Goat (b) Cow
(c) Elephant (d) Horse
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Spl) (Pre) 2010
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

94. The name 'Aghanya' mentioned in many passages of

the Rig Veda refers to :

(a) Priest (b) Women
(c) Cows (d) Brahmanas
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

95. In the early Rigvedic period, what was considered to

be the most valuable property?

(a) Land (b) Cow
(c) Women (d) Water
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) (Re. Exam) 2015
Ans. (b)

Cattle breeding was the most important economic activity
of the Rigvedic people. Prayers were offered to increase the

number of cattle. It was a medium of exchange. A cow is

considered as a deity in some Suktas of Rig Veda.

96. In context on Indian culture 'Rit' means
(a) Natural law (b) Artificial law
(c) Human law (d) Social law
(e) None of these
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (a)
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The concept of 'Rit' i.e., the universal principle of natural
order, is of Vedic origin. The 'Rit' has been the basis of Indian
culture, legal theory, politics and philosophy. God Varuna

was supposed to uphold 'Rit' or the natural order that is why

he was also called as 'Ritasyagopa'.

97. In the context of ancient Indian society which one of
the following terms does not belong to the category of
the other three?

(a) Kula
(b) Vansha
(c) Kosa
(d) Gotra
LA.S. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (¢)

In the context of ancient Indian society, Vansha, Gotra and

Kula are the words associated with the family system, but

the word Kosa is related to the treasury.

98. What is the total number of Sanskaras?

(a) 10 (b) 12
(c) 15 (d) 16
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (d)

There are total of sixteen Sanskars that have been described.
Three are performed before birth, twelve during life and
one after death. It seems that Upnayan Sanskar is the most

important and commonly performed, besides, of course, the

wedding ceremony and ritual after death.

Ganga Dussehra, also known as Gangavataran, is a Hindu
festival celebrating the avatarana (descent) of the Ganges. It
is believed by Hindus that the holy river Ganges descended
from heaven to Earth on this day. Ganga Dussehra takes place
on Dashami (10" day) of the waxing moon (Shukla Paksha)

of the Hindu calendar month Jyestha. The festival celebration

lasts ten days preceding this holy day.

100. The teacher who taught ‘Ved-Vedanga’ for livelihood,

was called —

(a) Acharya

(b) Adhvaryu

(c) Upadhyaya

(d) Purohita

Uttarakhand U.D.A./LDA (Mains) 2007

Ans. (¢)

Upadhyaya was the one who adopted teaching as a profession

to earn his livelihood and taught only a portion of Veda or

Vedangas.

101. With reference to the difference between the culture
of Rigvedic Aryans and Indus Valley people, which of
the following statements is/are correct?

1. Rigvedic Aryans used the coat of mail and helmet
in warfare whereas the people of Indus Valley
Civilization did not leave any evidence of using them.

2. Rigvedic Aryans knew gold, silver and copper
whereas Indus Valley people knew only copper and
iron.

3. Rigvedic Aryans had domesticated the horse

”" " . .
99. "Ganga Dashehara" celebrated in which month and whereas there is no evidence of Indus Valley people
day according Hindu Calendar? having been aware of this animal.
(a) Tenth bright lunar day of Jyeshtha Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(b) Tenth bright lunar day of Chaitra (a) 1only
(c) Tenth bright lunar day of Ashwin (b) 2 and 3 only
) (c) 1 and 3 only
(d) Tenth bright lunar day of Magh
(d) 1,2and 3
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2019 L.A.S. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (2) Ans. (a)
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Coat of mail and helmet made of gold and iron is mentioned
in Rigveda. Possibly they were used in warfare. Indus Valley
people were lacking in weapons and were possibly ruled by
a class of merchants. Indus valley civilization did not leave
any evidence of using weapons. Therefore, statement 1 is
correct. Rigvedic Aryans knew gold, silver and copper. Indus
Valley people knew only copper and bronze. The use of iron
spread in North India between 1000 BC - 600 BC. Therefore,
statement 2 is wrong. Rigvedic Aryans owed their success
in India to their use of horses and chariots and recently a
site called Bhagwanpura has been excavated in Haryana (of
Rigvedic period) where horse bones have also been found.
Evidence of the horse comes from a superficial level of
Mohanjo-daro and from a doubtful terracotta figurine from
Lothal. The remains of the horse are reported from Surkotada,
situated in west Gujarat, and belong to around 2000 BC,
but the identity is doubtful. In any case the Indus Valley
civilization was not horse centred. Therefore, statement 3 is
also wrong. So, the correct option is (a).

Buddhism

*Gautama Buddha was born in Lumbini near Kapilavastu
in 563 BC. His father’s name was Shuddhodana who was
the chief of the Shakya clan. His mother was Mayadevi or
Mahamaya who was from Koliyan clan. The childhood
name of Gautam Buddha was Siddhartha. A few days after
his birth, his mother died. Therefore, he was raised by his
aunt Prajapati Gautami. He was married at the age of 16
to Yashodhara, daughter of Shakya Clan.

*In the later Buddhist texts, other names of Yashodhara
are Gopa, Bimba, Bhadkachhana, etc. Their son’s name
was Rahul. *Four scenes had a great impact on Buddha’s
life. These were an old man, a sick person, a deceased
and the blessed Saints. *Siddhartha decided to abandon

his wife and children and left the home while they were
sleeping. *At the time of renunciation, Siddhartha was
29 years old. *Abandoning of home in Buddhist texts
has been called ‘Mahabhinishkramana’. *He met the

Acharya of Sankhya philosophy, Alar Kalam, near Vaishali.
Siddhartha reached Rajghrih and met another Dharmacharya

Rudrak Ramputt. Gautama got enlightened in the might of
Vaishakh Purnima after six years of continuous meditation
under a Bodhi tree in Bodh Gaya at the age of 35. *After
enlightenment, he was called ‘Buddha’. *Another name of
the Buddha is ‘Tathagat’, which means - whose truth is the
knowledge. *He was called ‘Shakyamuni’ due to his birth in
Shakya clan. *After enlightenment, Gautama Buddha started
preaching his opinion. *From Uruvela (Bodh Gaya) he first
reached Rishipattan (present-day Sarnath, Varanasi). There
he gave the first sermon to five Brahmin sanyasis. This first

sermon was called ‘Dharmachakrapravartana’.

Symbols of Buddhism related to the life of Buddha —
Events Symbols

Birth Lotus & Bull

Great Departure Horse
(Mahabhinishkramana)

Enlightenment (Nirvana) Peepal (Bodhi tree)

First Sermon Wheel
(Dharamachakrapravartana)

Death (Parinirvana) Stupa

*He spent the second, third, and fourth year of rain at the Rajgrih.
Bimbisara, the Ruler of Magadha built a ‘Mahavihara’ called
‘Velavan’ for his residence.

*Travelling from Rajgriha, Buddha reached Vaishali, the
capital of Lichchhivi where he spent the fifth year of the

rain. *Lichchhivians built the famous ‘Kutagrasala’ in Mahavan
for his residence. *Vaishali’s royal courtesan, Amrapali, became
his disciple and provided his Amravatika for the residence of
the Buddhist monks. *In the eighth year of Enlightenment,
Gautama Buddha permitted women to enter as Bhikshuni
into Buddhist Sangha at Vaishali on the advice of his beloved
disciple Anand. *Buddha’s aunt (Mahaprajapati) who raised

him as a mother was the first woman to enter the Buddhist Sangh.
*Devadatta was the cousin of Buddha. *Devadatta firstly became
a follower and then became an enemy of Buddha. *He wanted
to remove Buddha from the Buddhist Sangh and become the
head of the Sangh himself, but he did not succeed in it. The most

propagated skill of Buddhism was in the Koshal state.
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*A wealthy businessman named Anathpindak of the Koshal
kingdom became his disciple and donated him ‘Jetavana’
Vihara for the Buddhist Sangh. *Koshal King Prasenjit also
adopted Buddhist religion along with his family, and he built
‘Pubbarama’ (Pura - Ram) vihara for Buddhist Sangh.
*Buddha spent his last rainy season in Vaishali. *While
preaching Buddhism, he reached Pava, where he stayed in
the Amravatika of Chund, a blacksmith. * He gave Buddha
‘Sukaramaddva’ food to eat, this caused him ‘bleeding’. *Then
he went to Kushinagar (Kushinara) and here he gave his last
sermon to Subhad. *He died in Kushinagar (capital of the
Republic Mall) in 483 BC at the age of 80. In Buddhist texts,
this event is called ‘Mahaparinirvana’.

*Buddha’s first sermon is termed as ‘Dharmachakrap-
ravartana’. The sermon was related to sufferings, the cause
of suffering and its solution. *The concept of eight-fold path
forms the theme of ‘Dharma Chakra Pravartana Sutta’ which
means sermon of the turning of the wheel of law. He gave
‘Noble Eightfold Path’ and ‘Four Noble Truths’ which were
accepted as basic tenets by all Buddhist sects.

*The four noble truths are as follows-

i. There is suffering.

ii. There is the cause of suffering.

iii. There is a cessation of suffering.

iv. There is a path leading to the cessation of suffering.

The main reason for the spread of Buddhism was its simplicity.
Its eight-fold path known as ‘Arya-Satya’ and concept of
non-violence were simple and understandable by the common
people. Buddha spread his message in the simple language or
the language of common people. *Buddhism did not believe in
caste-distinctions. The non-Brahmins, particularly Dalits, were
attracted by the simplicity of Buddhism. They also followed

the missionary concept.

Buddhist Councils
Number Year Place President Rulers
First 483BC Rajgriha Mahakasappa | Ajatashatru
Second 383BC Vaishali Sabakami Kalasoka
Third 247BC Pataliputra | Moggaliputta | Ashok
Tissa
Fourth 1 Kundal- Vasumitra Kanishk
Century | vana Ashwaghosh
AD (Vice
President)

*First century those who believed in traditional faith were called
‘Sthavir’ or ‘Theravadi’. These were led by Mahakachchayan.
*Those who accepted the change were called ‘Mahasanghika’.
They were led by Mahakasappa. *In the fourth Buddhist coun-
cil, there was a dominance of the Mahasanghikas. The fourth
council held during the reign of Kanishka divided Buddhism
into two sects, namely Hinayana and Mahayana. In Mahayana,
Gautama Buddha was treated as God and its followers started
worshipping Buddha through idols. Gautama Buddha was
elevated to the position of God during the period of Kanishka.
*The fundamental difference between Hinayana and Mahayana
sects of Buddhism is regarding treating Buddha as God. Hi-
nayana believes in Buddha as a great man, whereas Mahayana
started worshipping Buddha through idols treating him as God.
*Sarvastivada literally means "Doctrine that all exist".
Sarvastivadin described a complex system in which past present
and future phenomena are all held to have some form of their
own existence. *Like all Buddhist, the Sarvastivadins consider
everything empirical to be transient but they maintain that the
dharma factors are eternally existing realities. *Impermanence,
also called Anitya, is one of the essential doctrines and part
of three marks of existence in Buddhism. This doctrine was
presented by Buddha himself. The doctrine asserts that all
of conditioned existence, without exception, is "transient,
evanescent, inconstant". This impermanence is a source of
Dukkha (sufferings).

*Nagarjuna’s primary contribution to Buddhist philosophy
was the use of the concept of Sunyata or doctrine of void.
*The famous literary work “Madhyamika Karika” provides
one of Nagarjuna’s most famous quotations on emptiness or
co-arising. Nagarjuna was an eminent personality in the court
of Kanishka. *Hiuen Tsang called him one of the world's four
great guiding powers. *In the book "Madyamik Karika" he has
discussed the theory of relativity. He is also known as the
Indian Einstein. According to Chinese mythology, Nagarjuna
travelled to China and preached Buddhism.~*“Maitreya’ has
been called ‘future Buddha’ in Buddhist tradition. **Padma-
pani or “Lotus-Bearer” is one of the most common epithets of
Avalokiteshvara, the Bodhisattva of infinite compassion. This
superbly modelled sculpture stands in a tribhanga or tri-bent
pose. *A Bodhisattva is a living being (sattva) who aspires to
enlightenment (bodhi) and carries out altruistic practices. The
Bodhisattva ideal is central to the Mahayana Buddhist tradition
as the individual who seeks enlightenment both for himself or
herself and for others.
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*In order to preach the doctrine of Buddhism (Mahatma Bud-
dha), the Buddhists compiled a new type of literature (Tripitaka)
that can be divided into three categories - (1) Sutta Pitaka, (2)
Vinaya Pitaka and (3) Abhidhamma Pitaka. *Sutta Pitaka
contains the sayings and teachings of the Buddha. *Vinaya
Pitaka deals with the rules to be observed by members of the
Sangha. Abhiddhamma Pitaka presents the philosophical
exposition of the Dhamma. The Abhidhamma Pitaka consists of
seven books - Yamaka, Patthana, Kathavatthu, Puggalapannatti,
Dhatukatha, Vibhanga and Dhammasangani. *The religious
texts of the Buddhists, in which the stories of the previous
birth of Gautama Buddha are compiled, are called Jataka. It
is written in the Pali language.

*In Bhumisparsha Mudra, Buddha is seen seated with his right
hand as a pendant over the right knee reaching  towards the
ground with the palm inward while touching the lotus throne.
In the meantime, the left hand can be seen with the palm up-
right in his lap. This gesture represents the moment of the
Buddha's awakening as he claims the earth as the witness of
his enlightenment just before he realized enlightenment. It
is believed that the demon Mara tried to frighten him with the
armies of demons which represent the defeat of Mara and his
demonic army by Buddha.

*During the Buddhist period, some of the most important
centres of learning in India were Nalanda, Vikramshila and
Vallabhi. These centres of learning were not only popular
among the different Janapadas from where students came for
learning but also attracted students from abroad i.e. China,
Japan, Tibet and other countries of South-East Asia. *Some
of the educational centers like Taxila and Nalanda enjoyed
the status of Universities. *Nalanda was the main centre
for the education for Mahayana Buddhism and Vallabhi
for Hinayana Buddhism. *Vikramshila Mahavihara was

established by Pala King Dharmapala. *He also constructed
temples and monasteries here. *The University of Nalanda came

into existence during the Gupta Period.

*Initially Kumaragupta - I gave donations to Nalanda Buddhist
Vihara and afterwards Buddhgupta, Tathagatgupta Nava Nalanda
and Baladitya also donated to this Vihara. **Navnalanda
Mahavihara” is a modern centre of Buddhist study which
was established by the Bihar government in Nalanda in the
year 1951. *Odantipur (also called as Uddandapura) was
a prominent education centre of ancient time. It was situated
in Magadha, now Bihar, India. It was established by the Pala
emperor Gopala first.

*“Chaitya” literally means - related to Chita. *Samadhis were
built on the ground after the burial of dead bodies, they were
initially called Chaitya or Stupa. * In these samadhis, residues
of great men were kept safe therefore, Chaityas became a centre
of worship. *The houses built near monasteries or Chaitya Griha
were called Vihara. *The word stupa has been used for the first
time in Rig Veda. In Rig Veda texts, stupa means “tree stem.”
Rigveda refers to a stupa raised by the king Varuna above the
forest in a place having no foundation. Anything that is raised
on the ground like heap/pile might have been known as Stupa.
The Stupa at Bodhgaya is related to the enlightenment of Bud-
dha. Sanchi Stupa is not related to any episode of Buddha’s life.
*In these stupas the remains of Buddha or his chief disciples
were kept, so they became the main centres of devotion and
worship of the Buddhists. * Stupa has 4 types - 1. Sharirik
(Body) Stupa, 2. Paribhaugik Stupa, 3. Uddheshika (Objective)
Stupas and 4. Pujarthak (Worshipping) Stupa.

*Gautama Buddha is known as ‘Light of Asia’. The book
‘Light of Asia’ on the life of Gautama Buddha was written by
Edwin Arnold. Mahaparinirvana temple is located in Kushi-
nagar district of Uttar Pradesh. Statue of Lord Buddha in the
temple was obtained by excavation in 1876 AD. The statue of
Lord Buddha is 6.10 meters high in this temple and is placed
in a lying pose. *This idol reflects the period when Lord Bud-
dha at the age of 80 left his earthly body and became free from
the bondage of death i.e Parinirvana. The difference between

Hinayana and Mahayana—

Mahayana

* Mahayana literally means - 'Great Vehicle.

* Buddha is considered a god.

It believes in soul and rebirth.

* It emphasizes on philanthropy and service. Its objective
is the welfare of all mankind.

* Their principles are simple and accessible. In this, the
importance is given to the common devotees along with

the monk.

Hinayana
* Hinayana literally means- the lesser vehicle.
* Mahatma Buddha is considered a great man.
 This is individualistic religion - According to this every
person should get salvation through his own efforts.
* It does not believe in idol worship and devotion.
* Its way of worship is very strict and it follows the monk life.
* Its aim is to attain 'Arhat'.

* Its major sects are Vaibhashika and Sautrantika.
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e Its ideal is ‘Bodhisattva’.
» Its major sect are - ‘Shunyawad (Madhyamik) and ‘Vigyan-

wad’ (yogachar).
Buddhist texts and their authors

Text Author
Milindpanho Nagasen
Buddhcharita, Saudaranand, Ashwaghosh
Sariputra Prakaran
Madhyami Kakarika Nagarjuna
Vishuddhimagga Buddhaghosh
Abhidhmma Kosh Vasubandhu

1. When was Gautam Buddha born?

(a) 563 B.C. (b) 561 B.C.
(c) 558 B.C. (d) 544 B.C.
M.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2004
Ans. (a)

Gautam Buddha, also known as Siddhartha (childhood name),
was born in 563 B.C. in Shakya Kshatriya family in Lumbini
near Kapilvastu (Nepal). His father’s name was Shuddhodana
who was the chief of the Shakya clan. His mother was Mayadevi
who was from the ‘Koliyan clan.” At the age of 29, he left his
home on his horse “Kantaka” accompanied by Channa and this
was called as “Mahabhinishkramana”. He died at the age of 80
years in 483 B.C. at Kushinagar (the first capital city of Malla

Kingdom) which is known as “Mahaparinirvana”.

2.  Which of the events of Buddha’s life is known as ‘Ma-

habhinishkramana’?

(a) His death

(b) His birth

(c) His departure from home

(d) His attainment of enlightenment

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2014

Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

3. Gautam Buddha’s Mother was from which clan ?
(a) Shakya clan (b) Maya clan
(c) Licchavis clan (d) Koliyan clan
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

4. Gautam Buddha was born at —
(a) Vaishali (b) Lumbini
(c) Kapilvastu (d) Patliputra
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2002
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question.

5.  Which of these is another name of Buddha?
(a) Parth (b) Prachhanna
(c) Mihir (d) Gudakesh
(e) None the these
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2014
Ans. (e)

Parth and Gudakesh were the names of Arjuna of Mahabharat.
Mihir and Prachhanna were not the names of the Buddha.
Hence intended answer is (e) but Chhattisgarh Public Service

Commission has declared option (b) as the correct answer in

initial answer key as well as in revised answer key.

6. From which inscriptions of the following dynasty
Lumbini was known as Buddha’s birthplace ?
(b) Shung
(d) Kushan
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2006

(a) Mauryan

(c) Satavahana

Ans. (a)

From the Mauryan dynasty emperor Ashoka’s Rummindei
Pillar inscription, it is known that Lumbini is the birthplace of
Gautam Buddha. According to this inscription King Ashoka
came here (Lumbini) in the 20" year of his coronation and
worshipped the place where Shakya Muni was born. In ad-
dition to that, he also exempted Lumbini from tax as it was

the birthplace of Gautam Buddha.

7.  Which one of the following inscriptions of Ashoka
confirms the tradition that Gautama Buddha was
born in Lumbini ?

(a) Basarh Pillar Inscription
(b) Nigali Sagar Pillar Inscription
(c¢) Rampurwa Pillar Inscription

(d) Rummindei Pillar Inscription
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Mains) 2010
Ans. (d)
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See the explanation of above question.

See the explanation of above question.

8. Theinscription of which one of the following kings gives
the information that Sakyamuni Buddha was born in

Lumbini ?
(a) Ashoka (b) Kanishka
(c) Harsha (d) Dharmapala
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2011
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2007
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2004
Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

9. Where did Mahatma Buddha’s ‘Mahaparinirvan’ take
place?
(a) Lumbini
(c) Kushinagar

(b) Bodh Gaya
(d) Kapilvastu
47+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2005
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2011
53«to 55-B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (¢)

12. Gautam Buddha attained Nirvana at which place?
(b) Shravasti
(d) Sarnath
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1997
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2011

(a) Kusinara
(¢) Lumbini

Ans. (%)

See the explanation of above question.

13. Mahaparinirvana Temple is located at
(b) Sarnath
(d) Shravasti
U.P. Lower Sub. (Mains) 2015

(a) Kushinagar
(c¢) Bodh Gaya

Ans. (a)

Mabhaparinirvana temple is situated in Kushinagar district of
Uttar Pradesh. It is very famous statue of Buddha. The image
was unearthed during an excavation in 1876. Carved from
Chunar sandstone, the statue represents the dying Buddha

reclining on his right side.

Mahatma Buddha delivered his first sermon at the site of
Deer Park at Sarnath. Later he moved towards Kosala, Kap-
ilavastu, Vaishali and Rajgriha to propagate the teachings
of Buddhism. The king of Kosala Prasenjit with his entire
family adopted discipleship of Buddha. During his campaign,
he reached ‘Pava’, the capital of Mallas. At Pava, Buddha
stayed in the mango grove of Chund, the blacksmith. There
Chund provided him a large amount of Sukaramaddava,
which resulted in sickness with the flow of blood and violent
deadly pains, but Buddha reached Kushinara (Capital of
Republic of Malla). Here he abandoned his body in 483 BC
at the age of 80 years. It is also known as Mahaparinirvan.

10. Buddha attained Mahaparinirvana in the Republic of the—

(a) Mallas (b) Lichchavi
(c) Sakyas (d) Palas
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005
Ans. (a)

| See the explanation of above question. |

11. Gautam Buddha attained “Mahaparinirvana” in

14. Which of the following Kingdoms were associated with

the life of the Buddha?
1. Avanti 2. Gandhara
3. Kosala 4. Magadha
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1,2and 3 (b) 2and 4
(¢) 3 and 4 only (d) 1,3 and 4
LA.S. (Pre) 2015

LA.S. (Pre) 2014
Ans. (¢)

From the given kingdoms, Gautam Buddha was associated

with Kosala and Magadha kingdom. He visited these two

kingdoms to propagate his teachings.

15. Who was the last person to get enlightenment from
Gautam Buddha ?
(a) Anand
(c) Mogglan

(b) Sariputta
(d) Subhadda

U.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (d)

kingdom of — Gautam Buddha, in his last years, went to his disciple named

(a) Aung (b) Magadha Chund at Pava, where he suffered food poisoning after eating

() Malla (d) Vatsa pork offered by Chund. Then he went to Kushinagar (Capital
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2011

Ans. (¢) city and the Mallas Kingdom) where he gave his last Sermon to
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“Subhaddha” and finally attained the “Mahaparinirvana” at

Kushinagar.

16. Who amongst the following was the last person
converted by the Buddha?
(a) Anand (b) Vasumitra
(c) Goshal (d) Subhadda
U.P. R.O./A.R.O. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

17. The ruler of Suvarnabhumi, who founded a Buddhist
monastery at Nalanda and requested Devapala
through his ambassador to grant, five villages for its
maintenance, was
(a) Dharanindra (b) Sangramadhananjaya
(c) Balaputradeva (d) Chudamanivarmana
(¢) None of the above/More than on of the above.

B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2018

Ans. (¢)

Balaputradeva was the ruler of Suvarnabhumi who founded
a Buddhist monastery at Nalanda and requested Devapala
through his ambassador to grant five villages for its

maintenance.

18. Where did Buddha reside during the last rainy season

of his life?
(a) Shravasti (b) Vaishali
(¢) Kushinagar (d) Sarnath
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2015
Ans. (b)

Buddha resided in Vaishali during the last rainy season of
his life. Actually, Buddha reached Beluva which was in the
suburb of Vaishali to spend his time during rainy reason at
the age of eighty years with his two disciples, one of them

popularly known as ‘Ananda.’

19. Which one of the following describes best the concept

of Nirvana in Buddhism?

(a) The extinction of the flame of desire

(b) The complete annihilation of self

(c) A state of bliss and rest

(d) A mental stage beyond all comprehension

LA.S. (Pre) 2013

Ans. (a)

Buddhism considers desire as the cause of all the pain. The
State of Nirvana in Buddhism is considered as a state which
is free from desire, pain, pleasure, etc. The literal meaning

of the word Nirvana is ‘blown out’ and it can be seen as the
state of extinction of the flame of desire. Hence, option (a)
is the correct answer.

20. Who was Alara Kalama?

(a) A disciple of Buddha.
(b) A distinguished Buddhist monk.
(c) Aking of Buddha’s time.
(d) A teacher of Buddha.
U.P.P.S.C. (GIC) 2010

Ans. (d)

Alara Kalama was one of the best and well known religious
teacher. Ascetic Buddha went to study under him. He stayed
and learnt many things, including meditation. He worked hard
and eventually equalled his teacher in learning. Finally, Alara
Kalama could not teach Buddha anymore, and he said, “You
are the same as I am now. There is no difference between
us. Stay here and take my place and teach my students with
me.” Alara Kalama was an Acharya of Samkhya philosophy

and was renowned for his spiritual strength.

21. At which place did Mahatma Buddha give his first

‘Dhammachakkhapavathana’?
(a) Lumbini (b) Sarnath
(c) Pataliputra (d) Vaishali
53-to 55-B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2011
47+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2005
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2004
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1991

Ans. (b)

After his enlightenment in Bodhgaya, Buddha went to Sar-
nath, where he delivered his first sermon which is known in
Pali as the ‘Dhammachakkhapavathana’ or “Dharma Chakra
Pravartana.” Sarnath is one of the four holy places associated
with the life of Buddha. Other three important places related
to Buddhism are Lumbini (birthplace of Buddha) Bodhgaya
(the place of enlightenment of Buddha) and Kushinagar
(place of death popularly known as Mahaparinirvana in
Buddhism).

22. Where did Buddha preach his first sermon?

(a) Kashi (b) Sarnath
(c) Kushinagar (d) Bodh Gaya
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2013

Ans. (b)
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See the explanation of above question.

23. Who gave his first sermon in Sarnath.
(a) Mahavir (b) Sankaracharya
(¢) Mahatma Buddha (d) Guru Nanak
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question. |

24. Gautama Buddha gave his first sermon at
(a) Vaishali (b) Kaushambi
(c) Sarnath (d) Pawapuri
56 to 59+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

25. In Buddhist text “Dharmachakra Parvartana” is
known as —
(a) His (Buddha) sight
(c) His religious norms

(b) First Sermon at Sarnath
(d) Buddha rituals

U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2004
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

26. ‘Dharmachakrapravartana’ was performed at —

(a) Sanchi (b) Sravasti
(c) Sarnath (d) Vaishali
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

27. Gautam Buddha gave the maximum sermons at which
place ?
(a) Vaishali
(c) Kaushambi

(b) Shravasti
(d) Rajgriha

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (b)

Most of the disciples of Gautama Buddha were from Kosala
region. He delivered his maximum sermons at Shravasti, the

capital of Kosala.

28. Which philosophy accepts 'Triratna'?
(a) Buddhism (b) Nyaya philosophy
(c) Yoga philosophy (d) Jainism
(e) None of these
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (a)

Triratna (Three jewels) is associated with Buddha philosophy.
Here the three jewels are the Buddha, the Dhamma and the
Sangha.

29. What does 'Triratna' means in Buddhism?
(a) Tripitaka
(b) Buddha, Dhamma, Sangha
(c) Sheel, Samadhi, Sangha
(d) Satya, Ahinsa, Karuna
U.P. R.O/A.R.O. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (b)

Buddha, Dhamma and Sangh are three jewels (Triratna) of
Buddhism. After the death of Buddha, his teachings were
collected in three parts known as Tripitakas. The Tripitakas
are Vinaya Pitaka, Sutta Pitaka and Abhidhamma Pitaka.

30. Buddha had visited Kaushambi during the reign of
(a) Satanika (b) Udayana
(c) Bodhi (d) Nicakshu
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2010
Ans. (b)

Mahatama Buddha visited Kaushambi during the reign of
“King Udayana”. It was his 9« resting place. Under the influ-
ence of Pindola Bharadwaj, Udayan turned to Buddhism and
donated Ghoshit Ram Vihar to Bhikshu Sangh.

31. First Buddhist Conference after the death of Buddha
was presided over by:
(a) Mahakashyapa
(c) Ajatashatru

(b) Dharmasen
(d) Nagasen

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2000
Ans. (a)

The first Buddhist Council was held soon after the Ma-
haparinirvana of the Buddha, under the patronage of King
Ajatshatru with the monk Mahakasapa presided at Rajgriha,
in the Saptaparni Cave. The idea was to preserve Buddha’s
teachings (Sutta) and rules for disciples (Vinaya). Ananda,
one of the great disciples of Buddha, recited Suttas and
Upali; another disciple recited Vinaya. Abhidhamma Pitaka
was also included.

32. Who among the following conducted the first Bud-
dhist Council ?
(a) Ananda
(c) Moggaliputta Tissa

(b) Mahakassapa
(d) Upali

U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Mains) 2010
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.
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33. ‘Saptaparni Cave’ is situated in —
(a) Sanchi (b) Nalanda
(c) Rajgriha (d) Pawapuri
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Pre) 2014
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

34. Who among the following presided over the Buddhist
Council held during the reign of Kanishka at Kashmir?
(a) Parsva
(¢) Sudraka

(b) Nagarjuna
(d) Vasumitra

LA.S. (Pre) 2001
Ans. (d)

The Fourth Buddhist Council was held at Kundalvana,
Kashmir under the patronage of Kushan King Kanishka and
the president of this council was Vasumitra, with Ashvag-

hosa as his deputy president. This council distinctly divided

Buddhism into two sects, namely Mahayana and Hinayana.

35. Which of the following rulers convened the Fourth
Buddhist Council in Kashmir?
(a) Ashoka (b) Ajatashatru
(c) Kanishka (d) Kalashoka
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
66th B.P.S.C. (Pre.) 2020
Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question |

36. ‘Mahayana’ sect and Buddhism emerged during the
reign of —
(a) Ajatshatru (b) Ashoka
(d) Kanishka

LA.S. (Pre) 1993

(c) Dharmapala

Ans. (d)

| See the explanation of above question |

37. A Buddhist Council during the reign of Kanishka was
held at —
(a) Magadha
(c) Kashmir

(b) Pataliputra
(d) Rajgriha

47+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2005
Ans. (¢)

38. The Fourth Buddhist Council was held in Kashmir
during the reign of which king?
(a) Ashoka (b) Kalasoka
(¢) Kanishka (d) Ajatshatru
LA.S. (Pre) 2001
R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 2010
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

39. The Fourth Buddhist Council was held during the reign
of —
(a) Kanishka
(c) Harshvardhana

(b) Ashoka

(d) Menander
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2013
Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

40. Four Buddhist Councils were held in the following
places. Arrange them in chronological order by using

the code given below :

1. Vaishali 2. Rajgriha
3. Kundalavana 4. Pataliputra
Code :
(@1,2,3,4 (b) 4,3,2,1
(©2,1,3,4 (d) 2,1,4,3
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2002
Ans. (d)

First Buddhist council was held soon after the death of Bud-
dha under the patronage of King Ajatashatru with the monk
Mabhakassapa presiding at Saptaparni Cave at Rajgriha. The
second council took place during the reign of Kalasoka after
100 years of Buddha’s death in Vaishali and was presided
over by Sabakami. The third council was held during the
reign of Ashoka at Pataliputra, and the fourth council was

held during the reign of Kanishka at Kashmir (Kundalavana).

41. Second Buddhist Council was held at which place?
(a) Rajgriha (b) Vaishali
(c) Pataliputra (d) Kashi (Varanasi)
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains)2014
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

See the explanation of above question.
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42. Where was the third Buddhist Council held?
(a) Taxila (b) Sarnath
(¢) Bodhgaya (d) Pataliputra
53.to 55+B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (d)

Mahatma Buddha was born in 563 B.C. in Lumbini near
Kapilvastu (Nepal). He got enlightenment at Bodh Gaya.
Buddha gave his first sermon at Sarnath (Rishipattan) called
“Dharmachakrapravartana” and died in Kushinagar called

“Mahaparinirvana.

| See the explanation of above question. |

43. The first Buddhist Council was held during the reign of
(a) Aniruddha (b) Ajatshatru
(c) Bimbisara (d) Udayabhadra
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2010
Ans. (b)

47. Which event of Buddha’s life is represented by the
wheel with deer, in Indian Art ?
(b) Enlightenment
(d) Nirvana
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2002

(a) Great departure
(c) First preaching

Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

44. The first Buddhist council was held in which of the
following cities.

(a) Nalanda (b) Gaya
(c) Rajgir (d) Bodhgaya
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2000
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1990
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

45. Second Buddhist- Council was organized by
(a) Ajatashatru (b) Kalasoka
(c) Ananda (d) Ashoka
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

46. Four important events of Buddha’s life and thereby
related four places are mentioned below.
Match Schedule- I and Schedule- IT and select correct
answer from the codes given below -

Schedule - 1 Schedule - IT
A. Birth 1. Sarnath

B. Enlightenment 2. Bodhgaya
C. First preaching 3. Lumbini

D. Death 4. Kushinagar
Code :
A B C D
(a) 1 2 4 3
(b) 2 3 1 4
(c) 3 2 1 4

(d) None of the above.
41+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (¢)

First preaching event of Buddha’s life is represented by the
wheel with deer in Indian art. Buddha delivered his first
preaching in Mrigadava Sarnath.

48. Match List- I (Sign) with List II (Meaning) and select
the correct answer using the codes given below.
List-I (Sign) List —II (Meaning)

A. Birth 1. Bodhi tree
B. First Sermon 2. Dharma Chakra
C. Enlightenment 3. Horse
D. Great- Departure 4. Lotus
Code :
A B C D
(a 1 2 3 4
(b)) 4 3 2 1
(c) 3 4 1 2
d 4 2 1 3
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005
Ans. (d)
The correctly matched list is as follows :
List-1 - List - II
Birth - Lotus
First Sermon - Dharma Chakra
Enlightenment - Bodhi Tree
Great- Departure - Horse

49. Karmapa Lama belongs to which of the following sects
of Tibetan Buddhism?
(a) Gelugpa (b) Kangyupa

(d) Lingamapa
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2000

(c) Sakyapa

Ans. (b)

Karmapa Lama belongs to the Kangyupa sects of Tibetan
Buddhism.
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50. Which of the following statements is/are correct about
Lord Buddha?
1. He was born in Kapilvastu.
2. He attained enlightenment at Bodh Gaya.
3. He discarded the Vedic religion.
4. He preached noble truths
Select the correct answer from the codes given below :

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 1 and 3
(c) 1,2and 3 (d) 1,2,3 and 4
U.P.P.S.C. (GIC) 2010
Ans. (d)

Gautama Buddha, the founder of Buddhism, was born in 563
BC in Lumbini (now in Nepal) in Shakya Kshatriya clan of
Kapilavastu. He believed in the theory of Karma. Buddha
discarded Vedas and Vedic rituals. Instead, he believed in
noble deeds and acts in place of Vedic rituals. He has given
four noble truths often known as Arya Satya

(1) Life means suffering

(2) The origin of suffering is attachment

(3) The cessation of suffering is attainable

(4) There is a path to the cessation of suffering.

Hence, option (d) is the correct answer.

The present tree which we see was planted by the orders of
Alexander Cunningham and called the fifth generation tree.
It is a heritage site and only fallen leaves of this tree are al-

lowed to touch and pick.

53. Which of the following Buddhist sacred place is situ-
ated on the Bank of River Niranjana.
(a) Bodhgaya (b) Kushinagar
(c¢) Lumbini (d) Rishipatan
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (a)

The Buddhist sacred place, Bodhgaya where Buddha got

enlightenment, is situated on the bank of river Niranjana.

54. The teachings of Buddha are related to —
(a) Spirit disputes
(b) Celibacy
(c) Religious rituals
(d) Purity and holiness of conduct
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1991
Ans. (d)

51. Mahabodhi Temple has been built at Bodh Gaya where-
(a) Gautama Buddha was born
(b) Gautama Buddha received enlightenment
(c) Gautama Buddha gave his first sermon
(d) Gautama Buddha passed away
45+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2001
Ans. (b)

For full six years, Gautama sought a due solution to the
sufferings, ultimately he got enlightenment at the age of 35
years at Bodhgaya under Pipal tree on a Vaisakh Purnima
night. Hence he was called “Buddha.” Mahabodhi temple
was built at this site.

52. The ‘Bodhi Vriksh’ in Bodh Gaya belongs to which
generation of its family

(a) Third (b) Fourth
(c) Fifth (d) Sixth
48 to 52+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (¢)

At present, the ‘Bodhi Vriksha’ at the Mahabodhi temple is
not the real one, where Mahatma Buddha got the enlighten-
ment. According to the Hiuen Tsang, a Chinese traveller, king

Shashank destroyed the original tree in the seventh century.

The teachings of Mahatma Buddha is mainly based on the

purity and holiness of conduct.

55. Who among the following wanted to become the leader
of the Sangha even during the lifetime of Buddha —
(a) Devadatta (b) Mahakassapa
(c) Upali (d) Ananda
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999

Ans. (a)

Devadatta, the cousin of Mahatma Buddha, in his early days,
he was a follower of Buddha and a good monk as well. But
later he tried to become the leader of Sangha in place of
Buddha but did not succeed. From the beginning, he was
thinking to become the leader of Sangha.

56. Whom of the following did Gautam Buddha nominate
for the leadership of Buddhist Sangha after his death?

(a) Ananda (b) Mahakassapa
(c) Upali (d) None of the above
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2002
Ans. (d)
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Gautam Buddha did not appoint any successor and asked
his followers to work towards liberation. The teachings of
Buddha existed only in oral traditions. The Sangha held a
number of Buddhist councils to reach consensus on matters

of Buddhist doctrines and practices.

57. After the Mahaparinirvana of Lord Buddha, the first
Buddhist council was held at
(b) Gaya
(d) Vaishali
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2018

(a) Rajgriha (Rajgir)
(c) Pataliputra

Ans. (a)

The first Buddhist council was held just after the death (Ma-
haparinirvana) of Lord Buddha during the tenure of Magadh

king Ajatshatru in the Saptakarni caves of Rajgriha (Rajgir).

58. The concept of Eightfold path forms the theme of :
(a) Dipavamsa
(b) Divyavadana
(c) Mabhaparinibban
(d) Dharma Chakra Pravartana Sutta
LA.S. (Pre) 1998
Ans. (d)

60. The entry of women as a “Bhikshuni” into the Buddhist
Sangha was allowed by Gautam Buddha at —
(a) Shravasti (b) Vaishali
(d) Kushinagar
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2010

(c) Rajgriha

Ans. (b)

On the request of his disciple “Ananda”, Gautam Buddha
allowed the entry of women as Bhikshuni into Buddhist

Sangha at Vaishali. The first women who was admitted into

the Buddhist Sangha was Mahaprajapati Gautami.

61. Who is called 'Crypto-Buddhist'?
(a) Shankara (b) Kapil
(c) Ramanuja (d) Patanjali
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2019
Ans. (a)

Adi Shankaracharya was one of the greatest philosophers of
Hinduism. Adi Shankaracharya is sometimes called a crypto-
Buddhist by scholars because he challenged Buddhism and
took away many of its concepts and merged in the mainstream
Hinduism. Hence, Buddhism lost its unique appeal and after
external invasions on Buddhist monasteries, Buddhism had
to leave India and take refuge in Tibet, China and other

southeast Asian countries.

The concept of ‘eight-fold’ path forms the theme of Dharma
Chakra Pravartana Sutta. Buddha has given the eight-fold

path to get rid of miseries of life and attain Nirvana.

59. Which of the following is/are true about Gautam Buddha.
1. He believes in “Karma”
2. He believes in rebirth
3. Attaining Nirvana
4. Belief in the power of God

Code :
(a) Only 1,2, 3 (b) Only 1,2
(c) Only 1 (d) All are true
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (a)

Mahatma Buddha believed in the doctrine of “Karma.” He
used to believe in the concept of rebirth and attainment of
Nirvana but did not believe in the existence of God and his
power. Budha believes in rebirth. Previous life of buddha is
recorded in Jataka.

62. What is “Tripitaka”?
(a) Three monkeys of Gandhiji
(b) Brahma, Vishnu, Mahesh
(c) Triratnas of Mahavira
(d) Collection of the preachings of Buddha
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2003
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2004
Ans. (d)

Tripitaka is the most important holy book of Buddhism. It has
been divided into three parts, namely, Sutta Pitaka — consists
of sermons and teachings of Buddha, Vinaya Pitaka — the
collection of the rules governing the Sangha and monks and
Abhidhamma Pitaka - which deals with the philosophy of
Buddhism.

63. Tripitakas are the sacred books of the
(a) Jains
(b) Hindus

(c) Parsees
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(d) Buddhists
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
637 B.P.S.C (Pre.) 2017
Ans (d)

See the explanation of above question.

64. ‘Tripitaka’ texts are related to which religion?

(b) Buddhism

(d) Shaivism
R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 2012

(a) Vedic religion

(c) Jainism

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

65. ‘Tripitaka’is associated with which of the following ?

(a) Jains (b) Buddhists
(c) Sikhs (d) Hindus
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

66. Which of the following Buddhist texts contains the
rules of Monastic life?
(a) Digha-Nikaya
(c) Abhidhamma Pitaka

(b) Vinaya Pitaka

(d) Vibhasha Shastra
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

67. Which of the following Buddhist literature contains the
Buddha’s sermons on matters of ethics and doctrine?
(a) Vinaya Pitaka (b) Jataka Stories
(c) Abhidhamma Pitaka  (d) Sutta Pitaka
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2014
Ans. (d)

In order to preach the doctrine of Buddhism (Mahatma
Buddha), the Buddhist compiled a new type of literature
(Tripitaka) that can be divided into three categories - (1)
Sutta Pitaka, (2) Vinaya Pitaka and (3) Abhidhamma Pitaka.
Sutta Pitaka contains the sayings and teachings of the Bud-
dha. Vinaya Pitaka deals with the rules to be observed by
members of the Sangha and Abhiddhamma Pitaka presents
the philosophical exposition of the Dhamma. The Abhid-
hamma Pitaka consists of seven books - Yamaka, Patthana,
Kathavatthu, Puggalapannatti, Dhatukatha, Vibhanga and
Dhammasangani.

Sutta Pitaka which is also called Sutra Pitaka in Sanskrit is
an extensive body of text constituting the basic doctrinal
section of the Buddhist canon. Sutta Pitaka is the book
of discourses, dealing with ethical principles of Buddha’s
teachings. One of the parts of Sutta Pitaka known as Digha
Nikaya, is a collection of 34 long Suttas including doctrinal
expositions, legends and moral rules.

68. "Yamaka" belongs to the Buddhist "Pitaka".
(a) Sutta (b) Vinaya
(¢) Abhidhamma (d) None of these
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (¢)

69. In ancient Indian Buddhist monasteries, a ceremony
called Pavarana used to be held. It was the :

(a) Occasion to elect the Sanghparinayaka and two speak-
ers one on Dhamma and the other on Vinaya

(b) Confession by monks of their offences committed
during their stay in the monasteries during the rainy
season.

(c) Ceremony of initiation of new person into the Buddhist
Sangha in which the head is shaved and when yellow
robes are offered

(d) Gathering of Buddhist monks on the next day to the
full-moon day of Ashadha when they take up a fixed
abode for the next four months of rainy season.

LA.S. (Pre) 2002
Ans. (b)

During four months of the rainy season, the disciples of
Buddha live in Buddha Mahavihar. During this season, they
stop preaching their religion. After the rainy season, they
again start preaching with a welcoming ceremony called
Pavarana. In this ceremony, the monks, confess their offences
and discuss future work plan.

70. Ashokaram monastery was situated at —
(a) Vaishali (b) Pataliputra
(c) Kaushambi (d) Shravasti

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2015

Ans. (b)

According to the famous Buddhist text mahavansh, the Mau-

ryan ruler Ashoka built Ashokaram Bihar in Pataliputra under

the supervision of a monk named Indragupta.

71. Where is the highest in the world ‘Vishwa Shanti Stupa’
located in Bihar —
(a) Vaishali
(c) Rajgir

(b) Nalanda

(d) Patna
48 to 52+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (¢)

The Vishwa Shanti Stupa or the World Peace Pagoda (height
400 metres) situated on the hills of Rajgir in Bihar is the
highest Vishwa Shanti Stupa in the world.
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72. The Giant Buddha statue of 80 feet at Bodhgaya was
constructed by —
(a) Japanese
(c) Srilankan

(b) People of Thailand (Thai)
(d) Bhutanese

R.A.S/R.T.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (a)

The Giant Buddha Statue in Bodh Gaya, Bihar is 80 feet high.
It is in meditation posture or dhyana mudra where Buddha
is seated on a lotus in the open air. It took seven years to
complete and is made of sandstone blocks and red granite.
This statue was built with the help of Daijokyo sect of Japan.

73. Where the word ‘Stupa’ has been used for the first time?
(a) Rigveda (b) Jatak Katha
(c) Artha Shastra (d) Astadhyayee
(e) None of these
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (a)

The word stupa has been used for the first time in Rig Veda.
In Rig Veda texts, stupa means “tree stem.” Rigveda refers to
a stupa raised by the king Varuna above the forest in a place
having no foundation. Anything that is raised on the ground
like heap/pile might have been known as Stupa.

74. The Stupa site which is not connected with any inci-
dent of Lord Buddha’s life, is :

(a) Sarnath (b) Sanchi
(c) Bodhgaya (d) Kusinara
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2011
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2008

Ans. (b)

The Stupa at Bodhgaya is related to the enlightenment of
Buddha. Sarnath is related to Dharma Chakra Pravartana
and Kushinagar or Kusinara is related to the death of Bud-
dha while Sanchi Stupa is not related to any incident of
Buddha’s life.

75. It was also ancient name of world famous tourist
destination of Sanchi
(a) Kaknam
(c) Besnagari

(b) Vetravati
(d) Dashpura

M.P.P.C.S. (Pre.) 2020
Ans (a)

Sanchi is one of the prominent spot for Buddhist tourism in
India. It is located at Sanchi in Raisen district of the Madhya
Pradesh. Sanchi, popularly known as Kaknam, Kakanaya,
Kakanadabota and Bota-Sriparvata in ancient times, has
a singular distinction of having remarkable specimen of
Buddhist art and architecture right from early Mauryan
period. Unesco world heritage site "Mahastupa' (great stupa)
stands here.

76. Which is the correct chronological order of the follow-

ing stupas?

(a) Bharhut, Sanchi, Amaravati, Dhamekh

(b) Amaravati, Sanchi, Bharhut, Dhamekh

(c) Sanchi, Amaravati, Bharhut, Dhamekh

(d) Dhamekh, Bharhut, Amaravati, Sanchi

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2014

Ans. (¥)

Bharhut and Sanchi stupas were constructed during the reign
of Mauryan emperor Ashoka. Some historical sources also
consider that Dhamekh stupa was built during the reign of
Ashoka. Amravati stupa was built during the period of Sat-
vahanas. It is not possible to decide the chronological order
of the construction of Bharhut, Sanchi and Dhamekh stupa.
This question should be excluded from evaluation.

77. “World is unstable and transient “ is related to which
of the following?
(a) Buddhism
(c) Gita

(b) Jainism
(d) Vedanta

U.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (a)

Impermanence also called as Anitya, is one of the essential
doctrines and a part of three marks of existence in Buddhism.
The doctrine asserts that all of the conditioned existence,
without exception, is transient, evanescent and inconstant.
All temporal things, whether material or mental, are com-
pounded objects in a continuous change of condition subject
to decline and destruction.

78. Who advocated 'Neo-Buddhism'?
(a) Radhakrishnan (b) Tagore
(¢) Ambedkar (d) Vivekananda
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2019
Ans. (¢)

Navayana/Neo-Buddhism means "new Vehicle" and refers
to the re-interpretation of Buddhism by B.R. Ambedkar.
Navayana rejects practices and precepts such as renouncing
monk and monasticism, Karma, re-birth after life, samsara,
meditation, enlightenment and four noble truths considered
to be foundational in the Buddhist traditions. It revises the
original buddha teachintgs about class struggle and social

equality.
79. 'Who among the following is known as the ‘Light of Asia’?
(a) Gautama Buddha (b) Mahatma Gandhi

(c) Mahavir Swami (d) Swami Vivekanand
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2010

Ans. (a)
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Gautama Buddha, also known as Siddhartha, Gautama,
Shakyamuni or simply the Buddha, was a sage on whose
teachings Buddhism was founded. Buddha is also promi-
nently known as the ‘Light of Asia’ or the Light Beam.
Edwin Arnold wrote a book “ the Light of Asia” based on
the life of Buddha.

80. Who amongst the following is known as the “Light of
Asia”?
(a) Jesus Christ (b) Lord Buddha
(c) Paigamber Mohammad (d) Zarathustra
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2005
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question. |

81. With reference to the cultural history of India, which
one of the following is the correct description of the
term 'paramitas'?

(a) The earliest Dharmashastra texts are written in
aphoristic (sutra) style
(b) Philosophical schools that did not accept the
authority of Vedas
(c) Perfections whose attainment led to the
Bodhisattva path
(d) Powerful merchant guilds of early medieval
South India.
LA.S. (Pre.) 2020
Ans. (¢)

'Paramitas’ in Buddhist term is translated as perfection.
Towards the path of becoming Buddh, the paramitas represent
qualities that the bodhisathva strives to perfect in order to

purify karma and kleshas and develop bodhichitta.

82. Sir Edwin Arnold book ‘The Light of the Asia’ is based

on—
(a) Divavadana (b) Lalitvistar
(c) Suttapitak (d) Abhidhammapitak
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2014
Ans. (b)

The 'Light of Asia' subtitled 'The Great Renunciation' is a
book by Sir Edwin Arnold. The first edition of the book was
published in July 1879. This book is based upon the contents
of ‘Lalit Vistara’.

83. What is the fundamental difference between Hinayana
and Mahayana sects of Buddhism?
(a) Belief in Non-violence
(b) Caste free society
(c) Worship of God and Goddess

(d) Worship of stupas

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996

Ans. (¢)

The fundamental difference between Hinayana and Ma-
hayana sects of Buddhism is regarding treating Buddha as
God. Hinayana believes in Buddha as a great man, whereas
Mabhayana started worshipping Buddha through idols treat-
ing him as God.

84. Gautama Buddha was elevated to the position of God

during the period of —
(a) Asoka
(b) Kanishka
(¢) Chandragupta Vikramaditya
(d) Harsha
45+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2001

Ans. (b)

The fourth council held during the reign of Kanishka
divided Buddhism into two sects, namely Hinayana and
Mahayana. In Mahayana, Gautam Buddha was treated as
God and they started worshipping Buddha through idols.
Hence, Gautama Buddha was elevated to the position of

God during the period of Kanishka.

85. The first human statue worshipped in India were those

of—
(a) Brahma (b) Vishnu
(c) Buddha (d) Shiva
R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 2010
Ans. (¢)

In India, Gautam Buddha was worshipped first through idols
by the Mahayana sect of Buddhism.

86. The oldest sculpture of Buddha is made in which style?

(a) Gandhara Style
(b) Mathura Style
(c) Mauryan Style
(d) Gupta Style
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
66" B.P.S.C. Re-Exam (Pre) 2020

Ans (e)

During the Kushana period various statues of Buddha and
Bodhisatva (both in standing and sitting position) were made
in Mathura and Gandhara style. As per V.S. Agrawal, Buddh
statues were first made in Mathura only. As per Huein Tsang
first Buddha's statue was made in Kaushambi but various
other historian gives credit to Gandhara style for first statue
of Buddha. Hence it can not be said conclusively where first

statue of Buddha was made.
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87. Which of the following laid the foundation of idol wor-
ship in the country?
(a) Jainism
(c) Ajivikas

(b) Buddhism

(d) Vedic religion
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2008
Ans. (b)

In context of the following, Buddhism laid the foundation
of idol worship in the country. The followers of Mahayana
primarily started worshipping the idols of Buddha.

88. Name the ‘Mudra’ which is represented by the Gand-
haran Buddha image of Sarnath first Sermon.
(a) Abhaya (b) Dhyana
(c) Dharm Chakra (d) Bhumisparsha
LA.S. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (¢)

The Gandharan Buddha image was inspired by Hellenistic
realism, tempered by Persian, Scythian and Parthian models.
The main subject of this art is based on the life of Buddha.
The images consist of Dharma Chakra posture, Meditation
posture, Abhaya posture and Varada postures of Gautama
Buddha.

89. The standing statue of Gautam Buddha was built in
which period?

(b) Kushana Period

(d) Guptotar Period
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1992

(a) Gupta period
(c) Maurya Period

Ans. (b)

In India, the Gandhara art flourished during the Kushana rule.
Particularly Kanishka, the greatest of the Kushanas was a
great patron of art and architecture. It was during his reign that
Gandhara school of art flourished. Both sitting and standing
posture of Buddha’s statues were carved out in the Mathura
school. The Kushana art of Gandhara is mainly known for the
wealth of sculptures recovered from the numerous Buddhist
stupas and monasteries.

90. Lord Buddha’simage is sometimes shown with the hand
gesture called ;>Bhumisparsha Mudra ¢. It symbolizes.
(a) Buddha’s calling of the Earth to watch over Mara and
to prevent Mara from disturbing his meditation
(b) Buddha’s calling of the Earth to witness his purity and
chastity despite the temptations of Mara

(c) Buddha’s reminder to his followers that they all arise
from the Earth and finally dissolve into the Earth, and
thus life is transitory

(d) Both the statements (a) and (b) are correct in this
context.

LA.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (b)

In Bhumisparsha Mudra, Buddha is seen seated with his right
hand as a pendant over the right knee stretching towards the
ground with the palm inward while touching the lotus throne.
The left hand can be seen with the palm upright in his lap.
This gesture represents the moment of the Buddha's awaken-
ing as he claims the earth as the witness of his enlightenment
just before he realized enlightenment. It is believed that the
demon Mara tried to frighten him with the armies of demons
which represents the defeat of Mara and his demonic army
by Buddha.

91. Sarnath Buddha image of Bhumisparsha Mudra
belongs to —
(a) Maurya period (b) Shunga period
(d) Gupta period

U.P.P.C.S.(Mains)2009

(c) Kushana period

Ans. (d)

The Bhumisparsha Mudra of Gautama Buddha at Sarnath be-
longs to the Gupta period. This mudra represents steadfastness.

The “Dhyani Buddha Akshobhya” also is associated with the
earth witness mudra because he was immovable in keeping a
vow never to feel anger or disgust at others. The mudra also
symbolizes the union of skilful means (upaya), symbolized
by the right hand touching the earth and wisdom (prajna),
symbolized by the left hand on the lap in a meditation posture.

92. With reference to the cultural history of India, consider
the following pairs :

1. Parivrajaka - Renunciant and

Wanderer

2. Shramana - Priest with a high
status

3. Upasaka - Lay follower of
Buddhism

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched?
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3
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I.A.S. (Pre.) 2020
Ans. (b)

Upasaka are lay followers of Buddhism who are not monks.
Parivrajaka literally means male renunciant & wanderer.
Buddhist Bhikkhu is Primarily a parivrajaka.

A Shramana is a wandering monk in certain ascetic traditions,

including Jainism, Buddism & Ajvikism.

93. Sarnath Buddha image of Bhumi sparsh mudra be-
longs to —
(a) Kushan period (b) Gupta period
(c) Vardhana period (d) Rajput period
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Spl) (Pre) 2010
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Spl) (Mains) 2010

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

94. Assertion (A) : Kushinagar was the capital of Malla
Republic.
Reason (R) : Lord Buddha’s Mahaparinirvana took
place in Kushinagar.
Select the correct answer using the code given below :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct ex-
planation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct
explanation of (A).
(¢) (A)is true, but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2004
Ans. (b)

Kushinagar was the capital of Malla and also one of the
sixteen Mahajanpadas of the 6+ century B.C. Lord Buddha’s
Mabhaparinirvana took place in Kushinagar. Therefore both
Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true, but Reason (R) is not
the correct explanation of Assertion (A).

95. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched?
1. Lothal : Ancient dockyard
2. Sarnath : First Sermon of Buddha
3. Rajgir
4. Nalanda : Great seat of Buddhist learning

: Lion capital of Ashoka

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

Code :
(a) 1,2,3and 4 (b) 3and 4
(¢) 1,2and 4 (d) Tand 2

LA.S. (Pre) 1998
Ans. (¢)

Rajgir is a pilgrimage centre for Buddhists, Hindus, and

Jains and is famous for its hot water springs. Lion Capital
of Ashoka is in Sarnath not in Rajgir. The remains of ancient
dockyard are found from Lothal, Gujarat. Mahatma Buddha

delivered his first sermon at Sarnath. Nalanda was a great

seat of Buddhist learnings.

96. In the Mahayana Buddhism, the Bodhisattva Avalok-
itesvara was also known as :
(b) Manjusri
(d) Maitreya
LA.S. (Pre) 1997

(a) Vajrapani

(c) Padmapani

Ans. (¢)

“Padmapani or “Lotus-Bearer” is one of the most common
epithets of Avalokiteshvara, the Bodhisattva of infinite
compassion. This superbly modelled sculpture stands in a
tribhanga or tri-bent pose. A Bodhisattva is a living being
(sattva) who aspires to enlightenment (bodhi) and carries
out altruistic practices. The Bodhisattva ideal is central to

the Mahayana Buddhist tradition as the individual who seeks

enlightenment both for himself or herself and for others.

97. With reference to the religious history of India,
consider the following statements :
1. Sthaviravadins belong to Mahayana Buddhism.
2. Lokottaravadin sect was an offshoot of
Mahasanghika sect of Buddhism.
3. The deification of Buddha by Mahasanghikas
fostered the Mahayana Buddhism.
Which of the statements given below is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only (d) 1 and 3 only
L.A.S. (Pre.) 2020
Ans. (b)
Sthaviravadins belong to the Hinyana set of Buddhism.

Lokottaravadin sect was an offshoot of the Mahasanghika sect
of Buddhism while deification of Buddha by Mahasanghikas
fostered the Mahayana Buddhism.

98. Consider the following :
1. Deification of the Buddha
2. Treading the path of Bodhisattvas
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3. Image worship and rituals

Which of the above is/are the feature/features of

Mahayana Buddhism?
(a) 1 only (b) 1and?2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d 1,2and3

LA.S. (Pre) 2019
Ans. (d)

Mahayana Buddhism believes in Buddha's extraterrestrial

power and divinity. It believes in many forms and
incarnations of Buddha. Mahayana Buddhism is based

101. Which Indian Buddhist monk had been sent to China
in the first century A.D. ?
(a) Tsang (b) Ashvaghosha

(d) Nagarjuna

Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2005

(c) Vasumitra

Ans. (d)

Nagarjuna was an eminent personality in the court of Kan-
ishka. Hiuen Tsang called him as one of the world's four
great guiding powers. In the book "Madyamik Karika" he

has discussed the theory of relativity. He is also known as the

principally upon the path of Bodhisattva. Bodhisatta are Indian Einstein'. According to Chinese mythology, Nagarjuna

enlightened beings who postpone their own salvation in . :
travelled to China and preached Buddhism.

order to help all sentient beings. Mahayana Buddhism
believes in idol worship and rituals.

102. The Doctrine of void (Shunyata) was propounded by
the Buddhist philosopher :

99. With reference to the religious history of India,

consider the following statements: () Nagarjuna (b)  Nagasena
1. The concept of Bodhisattva is central to Hinayana (c) Ananda (d) Ashvaghosha

sect of Buddhism. U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1998
2. Bodhisattva is a compassionate one on his way to Ans. (a)

enlightenment. Nagarjuna’s primary contribution to Buddhist philosophy
was the use of the concept of Sunyata or doctrine of void.
The famous literary work “Madhyamika Karika” provides

one of Nagarjuna’s most famous quotations on emptiness

3. Bodhisattva delays achieving his salvation to help
all sentient beings on their path to it.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only or co-arising.
(¢) 2 only (d) 1,2and 3 103. To which Buddhist School did Nagarjuna belong ?
Ans. (b) FAS: (Pre) 2016 (a) Sautrantika (b) Vaibhashika
(c) Madhyamika (d) Yogachara

The word Bodhisattva is a compound word from bodhi 92
(enlightenment) and sattva (essence, spirit). Boddhisatva is Uttrakhand U.D.A/L.D.A. (Mains) 2007
the goal and ideal of Mahayana Buddhism. The Mahayana

Buddhist do not aspire to enlightenment purely to free

Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question. |

themselves from suffering, but they do so out of compassion
104. Buddhist centre of learning is -

(a) Vikramshila (b) Varanasi
(c) Girnar (d) Ujjain
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2004

to liberate other sentient beings. They delay achieving their
salvation to help all sentient being on their path to do it.

Thus, statement (1) is wrong whereas (2) and (3) are correct.

100. The largest and the most evolved rock-cut Chaitya hall

of the Hinayana phase is situated at : Ans. (2)

(a) Pitalkhora (b) Junnar During the Buddhist period, some of the most important

(¢) Karle (d) Bedsa centres of learning in India were Nalanda, Vikramshila and
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Pre) 2014 Vallabhi. These centres of learning were not only popular

Ans. (¢) among the different Janapadas, from where students came for

learning but also attracted students from abroad i.e. China,
Japan, Tibet and other countries of South-East Asia. Some
of the educational centres like Taxila and Nalanda enjoyed
the status of Universities.

The Chaitya is the largest and most evolved cave temples of
the Hinayana phase of Buddhism, situated at Karle in Pune
district of Maharashtra.
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105. Which one of the following rulers did not contribute
towards the expansion of Buddhism?
(a) Harshavardhan (b) Kanishka
(c) Ashoka (d) Pushyamitra Shunga
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (d)

Pushyamitra Shunga (185-149 BCE) was the founder and the
first ruler of the Shunga empire in east India. Pushyamitra
was originally a S"General" of the Mauryan Empire. In 185
BCE he assassinated the last Mauryan Emperor, Brihadratha
and proclaimed himself emperor. Buddhist texts state that
Pushyamitra cruelly persecuted the Buddhist.

106. Which among the following state 'Odantipur’
Education Centre was situated?
(b) Bihar
(d) Tamil Nadu
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
60™ to 62" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2016

(a) Bengal
(c) Gujarat

Ans. (b)

Odantipur (also called as Uddandapura) was a prominent edu-
cational centre of ancient time. It was situated in Magadha,
now Bihar, India. It was established by the Pala emperor
Gopala first.

107. Vallabhi University was situated in —

(a) Bihar (b) Uttar Pradesh
(c) Bengal (d) Gujarat
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Pre) 2014
Ans. (d)

Vallabhi, one of the most important centres of Buddhist learn-
ing, was situated in Gujarat. It is also known as Vallabhipura

and was the capital of ancient Maitraka dynasty.

108. Nalanda University was founded during the dynasty of

(a) Maurya (b) Kushan
(c) Gupta (d) Pala
43~ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1999
Ans. (¢)

Nalanda was a large Buddhist monastery in the ancient king-
dom of Magadha (modern-day Bihar) in India. Historians
often described Nalanda as a University. Nalanda flourished

under Gupta Empire and was famous for Buddhist religious

philosophy.

109. Who was the founder of Nalanda University?
(a) Chandragupta Vikramaditya
(b) Kumargupta

(c) Dharmapal
(d) Pushyagupta
56" to 59+B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (b)

Nalanda University was the world’s first International Uni-
versity founded in the 450 AD during the reign of the Kumar
Gupta. The great archaeologist Alexander Cunningham iden-
tified this site as Nalanda University in 1915-16.

110. Why was Nalanda University famous in the world?
(a) Medical Science
(b) Philosophy
(c) Buddhist Religious Philosophy
(d) Chemical Science
42+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question. |

111. With reference to the religious history of India,
consider the following statements:

1. Sautrantika and Sammitiya were the sects of
Jainism.

2. Sarvastivadin held that the constituents of
phenomena were not wholly momentary, but
existed forever in a latent form.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(b) 2 only
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
LA.S. (Pre) 2017

(a) 1 only
(c) Both 1 and 2

Ans.(b)

Sautrantika and Sammitiya were the sects of Buddhism, not
Jainism. So, statement 1 is incorrect.

Sarvastivada literally means "Doctrine that all exist".
Sarvastivadin described a complex system in which past
present and future phenomena are all held to have some form
of their own existence. Like all Buddhist, the Sarvastivadins
consider everything empirical to be impermanent but they
maintain that the dharma factors are eternally existing
realities. Impermanence, also called Anitya, is one of essential
doctrines and part of three marks of existence in Buddhism.
This doctrine was presented by Buddha himself. The doctrine
asserts that all of conditioned existence, without exception,
is "transient, evanescent, inconstant". This impermanence
is a source of Dukkha (sufferings). Therefore, statement 2

is correct.
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112. Out of two statements below first is Assertion(A) and
second is Reason (R), carefully read both statements-
Assertion (A) : Till the end of twelfth century Nalanda
Mahavihara lost its glory
Reason (R) : State protection ceased to be available
to Mahavihara.
With respect to the above-mentioned two statements,
which of the following is true?
(a) (A) and (R) both are true, and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) (A) and (R) both are true, and (R) is not the correct
explanation of (A).
(¢) (A) is true, but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.
41+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (a)

In ancient India, Nalanda was a famous centre of Buddhist
learning and University as well. It was located at Rajgir (at
present Rajgriha) in southern Bihar. Nalanda University
came into existence during the period of Guptas. By the end
of the twelfth century, Mahavihara waned due to Muslim
invasion. The importance of Nalanda started declining due
to the Pala rulers of Bengal as they started giving protection
to Vikramshila University. Hence, both Assertion (A)
and Reason (R) are correct, and Reason (R) is the correct

explanation of Assertion (A).

113. ‘Nav Nalanda Mahavihar’ is famous for —
(a) Hsuan-Tsang memorial
(b) Birthplace of Mahavir
(c) Pali Research Centre
(d) Museum
48 to 52+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (¢)

In 1951, the Nav Nalanda Mahavira, a modern-day centre
for Pali and Buddhism, was founded by the government of

Bihar near the ruins of ancient Nalanda.

114. Which of the following were common to both Buddhism
and Jainism ?
1. Avoidance of extremities of penance and enjoyment
2. Indifference to the authority of the Vedas

3. Denial of efficiency of rituals

4

Non-injury to animal life

Select the answer using the code given below :
Code :
(a)1,2,3and 4
(¢) 1,3 and 4

(b)2,3and 4
(d) 1 and 2

LA.S. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (b)

The avoidance of extremities of penance and enjoyment was
prohibited in Buddhism, not in Jainism. While denial of the
efficiency of rituals, indifference to the authority of Vedas
and non-injury to animals are prohibited by both religions.
Both of them followed the path of Ahimsa.

115. With reference to the history of ancient India, which
of the following was/were common to both Buddhism
and Jainism?

1. Avoidance of extremities of penance and enjoyment.
2. Indifference to the authority of the Vedas.

3. Denial of the efficiency of rituals.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) Only 1 (b) 2 and 3
(¢) land3 (d) 1,2 and 3
LA.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question. |

116. Which one of the following is not common between

Buddhism and Jainism?

(a) Ahimsa

(b) Indifference to Vedas

(c) Self-mortification

(d) Rejection of Rituals

44» B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2000

Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

117. Lord Buddha preached the following four noble truths.
Put them in correct order using the codes given below :
A. There is suffering.
B. There is a cessation of suffering.
C. There is a path leading to the cessation of suffering.
D. There is the cause of suffering.

Code :
(a) ADBC (b) ADCB
(¢c) ACBD (d) ABDC
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2006
Ans. (a)
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After attaining enlightenment, to preach his thoughts,
Gautama Buddha arrived at Rishipattan (Sarnath), where
he delivered his sermon to five Brahmans. It is also known
as Dharmachakra Pravartana. The sermon was related to
sufferings, the cause of suffering and its solution. The concept
of eight-fold path forms the theme of ‘Dharma Chakra
Pravartana Sutta’ which means sermon of the turning of
the wheel of law. He prescribed ‘Noble Eightfold Path’ and
‘Four Noble Truths’ which were accepted as basic tenets by
all Buddhist sects.

The four noble truths in chronological order are as follows-
i. There is suffering.

ii. There is the cause of suffering.

iii. There is a cessation of suffering.

iv. There is a path leading to the cessation of suffering.

118. Both Jainism and Buddhism believe that:

(a) Philosophy of karma and transmigration of soul were

correct

(b) Salvation could be possible only after death

(c) Both men and women could attain salvation

(d) Middle course of life was the best one

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996

Ans. (a)

Both Buddhism and Jainism believe in the concept of Karma,
which states that our past actions affect our present and future
life. One could do evil in this life and be reborn as a worm
in the next life. Similarly, afflictions in this life are often
explained away as the effects of Karma of a previous life
(or from misdeeds earlier in this life). Both of them believe
in the philosophy of Karma and rebirth.

119. According to philosophy of Buddhism :
Assertion (A) : Rejected the concept of Rebirth.
Reason (R)
Choose the correct option:

(a) (A) and (R) both are true, and (R) is the proper
explanation of (A).

(b) (A) and (R) both are true, and (R) is not the proper
explanation of (A).

(¢) (A) is true, but (R) is untrue.

(d) (A) is untrue, but (R) is true.

: Soul is mortal.

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2006
Ans. (d)

Pratiyasamutpada is the essence of Buddhist teachings.
The invincibility of Vedas and immortalization of soul
propounded by Brahmin Grantha’s was inadmissible in
Buddhism. Even though they rejected the immortalization

theory of soul, they accepted the principle of rebirth and
theory of Karma. According to them, life originates due to
the causes of various preconditions which are interdependent.
One type of state comes into being as a result of another
previous state. So it is clear that Assertion (A) is not correct,
but Reason (R) is correct.

120. Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct about
Buddhism?
1. It did not reject caste and class.
2. It challenged highest social ranked Brahmins.
3. It pointed certain castes as low.
Choose the correct answer from the code given below.

Code :
(a) land 2 (b) 2and3
(¢) 1,2 and 3 (d) None of the above
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1998
Ans. (¢)

Although Buddhism had accepted the caste system up to
some extent but they challenged the social rank of Brahmins
who were at the top during that period. In Buddhism, some
of the castes were placed as low.

121. Anatmavada (no-self) is the doctrine of
(a) Sankhya (b) Vedanta
(c) Buddhism (d) Jainism
(e) None of these
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (¢)

Anatman or Anatmavada (the doctrine that atman or "I" does
not exist) is the doctrine of Buddhism.

122. The reason included in the expansion of Buddhism—
1. The simplicity of religion

Special appeal towards Dalits

Missionary concept of religion

Regional language

DR w

. The soundness of Vedic spirit by Philosophers—
Code :

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 2,3and4
(¢) 1,2,3and 4 (d 2,3,4and5
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2009

Ans. (¢)

The main reason for the spread of Buddhism was its
simplicity. Its eight-fold path known as ‘Arya-Satya’ and

concept of non-violence were simple and understandable
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by the common people. Buddha spread his message in
the simple language or the language of common people.
Buddhism did not believe in caste-distinctions. The non-
Brahmins, particularly Dalits were attracted by the simplicity
of Buddhism. They also followed the missionary concept.

123. Who has propounded the doctrine of momentariness?
(a) Buddha (b) Jaina
(c) Charvaka (d) Nyaya
(e) None of these
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (a)

The doctrine of Momentariness was propounded by the Bud-
dha. It is one of the most important doctrines of Buddhism.
Through this doctrine, the Buddha expounded the basic

principle of impermanence.

124. Why did Buddhism start declining in India in the early
medieval times ?

1. Buddha was by that time considered as one of the
incarnations of Vishnu and thus became a part of
Vaishnavism.

2. The invading tribes from Central Asia till the
time of last Gupta king adopted Hinduism and
persecuted Buddhists.

3. TheKings of Gupta dynasty were strongly opposed
to Buddhism.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(b) 1and 3
(d) 1,2 and 3
L.A.S. (Pre) 2010

(a) 1only
(c) 2and 3

Ans. (a)

Buddhism started declining in India in the early medieval

times because Buddha was by that time considered as
one of the incarnations of Vishnu and thus became a part
of Vaishnavism. The Kings of the Gupta dynasty were
not opposed to Buddhism even though they supported

Brahmanical faith. Statement (2) and (3) are not correct.

Hence, option (a) is the correct answer.

125. Consider the following statements, what is the
difference between chaityas and viharas.
(a) Viharasis a place of worship while chaitya is dwelling
place of the Buddhist monks.
(b) Chaitya is a place of worship while Vihar is a dwelling

place.

(¢) Thereis no particular difference between both of them.
(d) Viharas and Chaityas both are used as dwelling place.
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2001
Ans. (b)

A Chaitya-Griha Buddhist cave is a meeting or assembly
chamber which is often used for prayer, while viharas are

the shelter accommodations of the monks during the rainy

s€ason.

126. Some Buddhist rock-cut caves are called Chaityas,
while the others are called Viharas. What is the
difference between the two?

(a) Vihara is a place of worship, while Chaitya is the
dwelling place of the monks

(b) Chaitya is a place of worship, while Vihara is the
dwelling place of the monks

(c) Chaitya is the stupa at the far end of the cave, while
Vihara is the hall axial to it

(d) There is no material difference between the two

LA.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

127. Consider the following statements:
1. The early chaityagrihas and viharas of Guntuphalli
in West Godavari district are rock cut.
2. The chaityas and Viharas of Eastern Deccan are
usually rock cut.
Of these statements:
(a) Only 1 is correct
(b) Only 2 is correct
(c) Both 1 and 2 are correct
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 is correct
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (a)

Guntuphalli is in west Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh.
It has rock cut Chaityas and Viharas. There are pieces
of evidence of construction of chaitya and viharas from
2-49 century BC to 5-6 century AD. Chaitya and Viharas
of eastern Deccan are generally constructed using bricks.
Pieces of evidence of Buddhist architecture built using
bricks is found in large number from Nagarjunkaond,

Bejwada, Moli, Ghantshala, Amravati and Chejali etc.
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128. Which form of Buddhism was prominent during the
Sultanate period?
(a) Theravada
(c) Vajrayana

(b) Hinayana

(d) Tantrayana
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (¢)

In the medieval period, Vajrayana sect of Buddhism was most
prominent. Vajrayana mostly flourished in the 8» century. The
principles of Vajrayana is found in 'Manjushri Moolkalp'
and 'Guhyasamaja'.

129. With reference to Indian history, who among the
following is a future Buddha, yet to come to save the
world?

(a) Avalokiteshvara
(c) Maitreya

(b) Lokesvara
(d) Padmapani

LA.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (¢)

Maitreya makes his first appearance in Buddhist scriptures
in the Lakkavatti Sutta of Pali Tripitika. In this sutta, the
Buddha spoke of a future time in which the dharma is en-
tirely forgotten. Eventually, "Another Buddha- Maitreya
will gain awakening, his monastic Sangh numbering in
the thousand, the Buddha said. This is the only time the
historical Buddha is recorded as mentioning Maitreya.

130. Which one of the following statements is correct?
(a) Ajanata Caves lie in the gorge of Waghora river.
(b) Sanchi Stupa lies in the gorge of Chambal river.
(c) Pandu-lena Cava Shrines lie in the gorge of Narmada
river.
(d) Amaravati Stupa lies in the gorge of Godavari river.
L.A.S. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (a)

Ajanta Caves are in the rocky northern wall of the V-shaped
gorge of the Waghora river. Hence option (a) is correct.
These caves are approximately 30 rock-out Buddhist cave
monuments in the Aurangabad district of Maharashtra.

Jain Religion

*Jain is derived from the Sanskrit word ¢jin” which means the

winner. *Founders of Jainism are called ‘Tirthankara’ while
Jain Mahatmas are called ‘Nirgranth’. *Jainism is considered
to have a total of 24 Tirthankars who propagated Jainism from
time to time. They are - 1. Rishabhdev, 2. Ajitnath, 3. Samb-
hav-nath, 4. Abhinandan, 5. Sumatinath, 6. Padmaprabha, 7.
Suparshvanath, 8. Chandraprabha, 9. Pushpadant (Suvidhi-
nath), 10. Sheetalnath, 11. Shreyansa-nath, 12. Vasupujya 13.
Vimalnath, 14. Anantnath, 15. Dharmanath, 16 Shantinath,
17. Koonthunath 18. Aranath, 19. Mallinath, 20. Munisuvrata,

21. Naminath, 22. Neminath or Arishtanemi, 23. Parshvanath
and 24. Mahavira Swami. *The first Tirthankara of Jainism
was Rishabhdev. *His other names are Rishabhnath, Adinath
and Vrishabhnath. *Rishabhdev and Arishtanemi are mentioned
in the Rig Veda. *Parshvanath is the as 23" Tirthankara of
Jainism. *He was born in Kashi (Varanasi). *His father, Ash-
wasen was the king of Kashi. *Parshvnath obtained Kaivalya
(complete knowledge) in Ashrampad Udyan near Varanasi and
he attained Parinirvana on the mount Sammed Shikhar or Sam-
met Shikhar. Parshvanath asked his followers to follow four
restraints. These were - Ahimsa (Non-violence), Aparigraha
(forgoing-possession), Asteya (not-stealing) and Satya (truth).
Mahavira Swami was born in Kundagram near Vaishali about
540 BC. *His father Siddhartha was the chief of the Gyatrik
Kshatriya Sangh. *His mother Trishala was the sister of
Chetaka, the head of Lichchhavi Republic.* Mahavir Swamy’s
childhood name was Vardhaman. *His wife’s name was
Yashoda (daughter of Kundinya Gotra). They had a daughter
named Anojja (Priyadarshana). She was married to Jamali.

*The word 'Kaivalya' is used for ‘Complete knowledge  in
Jain religion. Mahavira Swami obtained the Kaivalya (complete
knowledge) under a tree of © Sal © on the bank of Rijupalika
river near Jrimbhik village. Therefore he is called Kevalin. After
Kaivalya he was called Kevalin, Arhat (Yogya), Jin (Vijeta) and
Nirgranth (Bandhan Rahit).

* After attaining Kaivalya, Mahavira Swami started propagating
his principles. *Lichchhavi Chief of Vaishali, Chetaka, who
was his uncle, made a major contribution in the promotion of
Jainism. *Makkhali Gosala was a disciple of Mahavira in the
early period, but later he fell-out with of Mahavira due to the
difference of opinion and founded his own creed “Ajivaka.”.
The belief of the sect is known as ‘Niyatiwad’ according
to which every matter in the world is being controlled and
operated by destiny (fate).

*In Jain philosophy, the people (e.g. monks) are very keen
to uplift their souls and hence they sacrifice all worldly
enjoyments and adopt five great ‘Vratas’ (vows) — Ahimsa,
Satya, Brahmacharya, Asteya and Aparigraha. *These
Mahavrata’s are difficult to practice by average human be-
ings. So they follow Anuvratas i.e. Ahimsa Anuvrat, Satya
Anuvrat, Brahmacharya Anuvrat, Asteya Anuvrat, and
Aparigraha Anuvrat.

*Mahavira Swami was the 24 and the last Tirthankara of Jain
religion. He denied the unmanliness of Vedas and opposed
related social-cultural traditions. By leaving the exclusive

belief of selfish and atheists, he accepted the middle path
known as ‘Anekantavad’ or ‘Syadvad’. Syadvad is also
known as the name of Saptabhangi Naya, which means

knowledge is relative.
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Main Jain Tirthankar and their symbols —
Rishabhdev Bull

Ajitnath Elephant
Sambhavnath Horse
Padmaprabha Lotus
Suparshvanath Sathiya (Swastik)
Mallinath Kalash (Urn)
Naminath Nilkamal (Blue lotus)
Neminath Shankha (Lonch)
Parshvanath Snake

Mahavira Swami Lion

*Three means are said to be important for attaining * Moksha
‘in Jain philosophy : Right Belief, Right Conduct and Right
knowledge. These three are also called ‘Ratnatraya’ in Jain
Religion. Freedom from the bondage and effect of evil omens
called Sanvar Tattva to make the spirit free from the bondage
of all. The destruction of Karma is the Nirjara element. *When
the remains of karma in the life are exhausted, then it attains
‘Moksha’. **Anant Chattushtya’ in Jainism is ‘Anant Gyan’
(infinite knowledge), ‘Anant Darshan’ (infinite perception),
‘Anant Virya’ (infinite power) and ‘Anant Anand’ (infinite
bliss).

*Mahavira Swamy established a Sangh during his

lifetime. *There were 11 major followers in this Sangh. They

were called ‘Ganadhar’. Their names are - Indrabhuti,
Agnibhuti, Vayubhuti (three brothers), Arya Vyakta, Sudharman,
Mandita, Mauryaputra, Akampita, Achalbhrata, Metarya and
Prabhasa. *After the death of Mahavira, Sudharman became the
first president of Jain Sangha. * After the death of Sudharman,
Jambu remained the president of Sangh for 44 years. *At the
time of the last Nand Ruler, Sambhootvijay and Bhadrabahu
were the presidents of Sangha. These two were the last
person to know about the ancient Jain texts of the 14 Purvas
given by Mahavira. *After Lord Mahavira’s departure, when
Bhadrabahuswami was the head of the religious order and Nand
dynasty was ruling over Magadha, Pataliputra the capital city
became the centre of learning and knowledge. At that time,
there occurred a severe famine that seems to have raged for 12
long years. During that period of shortage and scarcity, it was
hard for Jain monks to observe the code of conduct laid down
by the Lord. Bhadrabahuswami, therefore, decided to migrate

to the South along with many followers. For those who stayed

behind, it was hard to remember accurately whatever they
learnt. Venerable Sthulabhadra and most of those who stayed
in the north used to cover their bodies with a plain, white cloth;
while those who had migrated with Bhadrabahuswami were
mostly unclad. The latter took pride in their being true unclad
followers of the Lord and in due course came to be known as
Digamabars which means skyclad. Those on the other side
came to be known as Shwetambars on account of white cloth
that they wore.

*First Jain Sabha was held in Pataliputra in the fourth century
(310 BC) presided by Sthulbhadra. In this meeting, 12 Angas
of Jainism were compiled. The followers of Bhadrabhu did
not participate in this council. *The second Jain assembly was
held in the sixth century (512 AD) in Vallabhi and presided by
Devardhigan or Kshamashraman. In the second Jain Sabha, a
compilation of 12 Angas, 12 Upanga, 10 Prakirna, 6 Chedsutras,
4 Mulsutra, 2 Chulikasutra were compiled.

*Jain literature is called ‘Aagam’ (Principle). It consists of 12
Angas, 12 Upanga, 10 Prakiran, 6 Chedsutras, 4 Mulsutra, 2
Chulikasutra. The twelve Angas have an important place in Jain
Agam. These are Acharanga-Sutra, Sutrakrtanga, Sthananga,
Samavayanga, Bhagavati Vyakhyaprajnapti. Jnatrdharmakatha,
Upasakadasah, Antakrddasah, Anuttaraupapatikadasah, Pras-
navyakarana, Vipaksruta and Dristivada. *There is a related
'Upanga' of every 12 Anga. These include the description of
the universe, classification of beings, astronomy, time division,
description of posthumous life etc. *10 Prakirna are the supple-
ment to major texts.

*There are 6 'Chedsutra'. These contains a compilation of
rules of Jain monks. Six Chedsutra are- Jitakalpa, Brihatkalpa,
Nishith, Mahnishith, Vyavhar (Behavior) and Aachar Dasha.
There are four Moolsutra. These contain sermons of Jainism,
life in the forest, duties of the monks, rules of Yam, etc. *The
four Moolsutra are - Dashvaikalik, Utaradhyayan, Shadav-
shayak and Pindniryukti or Pakshik Sutra.

*The two Chulikasutras (Nandi-sutra and Anuyagadvara-Sutra)
are independent texts of Jains, which are a kind of encyclopedia
* In these texts moral stories have been written for monks. *In
the Jain literature, the Grandson of Ashoka, Samprati, is de-
scribed as the patron of Jainism. *Ujjain became a major centre

of Jain religion during his rule. *The second major centre of
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Jains was Mathura. Many temples, statues, records, etc. have

been found from here.

*Kharwel the Chedhi ruler of Kalinga was the great patron
of Jain religion. *He built Vihars for the residence of Jain
monks by cutting down the hills of Udaygiri and Khandagiri
near Bhubaneswar. *Khajuraho’s temples are related to Hindu

religion and Jainism.

*Dilawara Jain temple of Mount Abu is made of marbles. *It

was built by the Samanta Vimalshah of Chalukya (Solanki)

ruler Bhimdev I of Gujarat. *Shravanabelgola is situated in the
state of Karnataka. *During the reign of Gang ruler Rachamall
IV (Panchamalla), Prime minister named Chamundaraya built
a huge Jain statue of Bahubali (Gomateshwar) in 981 A.D.
Bahubali, is considered as the son of Rishabhdev, the first
Tirthankar. *Mahamastak-abhishek is an important festival
of Jainism, which is held at Shravanabelagola in Karnataka

State every 12 years.

The difference between Shwetambaras and Digambaras

Shwetambara

* People of this community wear white clothes.

* According to this philosophy, attainment of liberation
(Moksha) is possible for a woman.

* People of this sect believe in taking food after attaining
enlightenment.

* According to this opinion, Mahavir Swami was married.

* According to this opinion, the 19th Tirthankara Mallinath
was a woman.

Digambara

* The people of this sect are completely naked and perform
austerity (Tapsya).

* According to this opinion, salvation (Moksha) is not
possible for a woman.

*  While Digambar is against it.

* According to Digambar, Mahavir Swamy was unmarried.

e The 19th Tirthankara, Mallinath was man according to
Digambara.

Other Jain texts and their composers
Jain texts Composers
Kalpasutra Bhadrabhu
Parishisht Parvan Hemchandra
Syadvadmanjari Mallisen
Dravya Sangrah Nemichandra
Tatvarth Sutra Umaswami
Nyayavtar Shidhsen Diwakar
Nyaya Deepika Dharmabhusan
ShlokVartik Vidyanand Swami
Panchvishatika Padamnandi
Pravachansar Kund kund

1. The originator of the Jain religion is —

(b) Mahavira Swami

(d) Rishabh Dev
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2010

(a) Arya Sudharma

(¢) Parshwanath

Ans. (d)

First Tirthankara Rishabhdev or Aadinath is known as
the originator of Jain religion. Mahavira Swami was
24w Tirthankar of Jain religion, who propagated the Jain

philosophy during 6» Century B.C.

2.  Who was the first Tirthankara of Jain religion ?

(a) Parsvanath (b) Rishabhanath

(c) Mahavira

(e) Trisala

(d) Chetaka

Chhattisgarh P.C.S (Pre) 2013
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question. |

3. Parshvanatha, the Jain ‘Thirthankara’ was associated
mainly with which of the following places?
(b) Kaushambi
(d) Champa
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2016

(a) Varanasi
(c) Giribraja

Ans. (a)

Lord Parshvanath was 23" Tirthankara of Jain Religion. He
was born in Varanasi, was the son of King Aswasena and
Queen Vama of Varanasi. He obtained Kaivalya (complet
knowledge) in Ashrampad Udyan near Varanasi and he
attained Parinirvan on the Mount Sammed Shikhar or
Sammeta.

4. Consider the following 'Tirthankara' and arrange them
in chronological order:

I. Abhinandan
II. Vimal Nath
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III. Munishubratha Nath

IV. Padmaprabhu

Select the correct answer from the code given below.
Code :

(a) L1V, T and 11T
(¢) IV, I, I and I

(b) 1L I, IT and IV

(d) IV, [, Il and I
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2020
Ans. (a)

Abhinandana Natha was 4" Tirthankara, Padmaprabhu was
6" Tirthankara, Vimal Nath was 13" and Munishubratha Nath

was 20" Tirthankara.

5.  Where was Mahavira Swami born?
(b) Pataliputra
(d) Vaishali
53rdto 55"B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2011
47" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2005
42" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1997

(a) Kundagram
(c) Magadha

Ans. (a)

Mahavira Swami was born in Kundagram (Kundalpur) near
Vaishali in approx 599 BC. His mother Trishala was the
sister of Chetak, the head of Lichchhavi republic, and father
Siddhartha was the head of Gyatrik Kshatriya. Nandivardhan
was his elder brother.

6. Kundalpur is the birthplace of —
(a) Emperor Ashoka
(b) Gautam Buddha
(¢) Mahavira Swami
(d) Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2004
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

7. Mahavira Jain breathed his last at —

(a) Rajgir (b) Ranchi
(c) Pavapuri (d) Samastipur
45" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2001

Ans. (¢)

Mahavira Swami was born in Kundagram near Vaishali in
599 BC. He attained Nirvana at the age of (approx) 72 years
in 527 BC in Pavapuri, located near Rajgriha (Rajgir).

(c) Pavapuri
(d) Jalan Port
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
637 B.P.S.C (Pre.) 2017
Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question. |

9. On the banks of which river did Mahavira Swami
attain enlightenment?
(a) Swarnasikta (b) Palashini

(d) Rijupalika

U.P. R.0./A.R.O. (Mains) 2017

(c) Ganga

Ans. (d)

Mahavir Swami attained enlightenment at the bank of river

Rijupalika in the village of Jrimbhik.

10. The word Tirthankara is related to —
(a) Buddhists (b) Christians
(c) Hindus (d) Jains
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (d)

The term Tirthankara is related to Jain Religion. It is
known that there were 24 Thirthankara who contributed
to Jain religion and who propagated Jain philosophy from
time to time. These are - (1) Rishabhdev (2) Ajitnath, (3)
Sambhavnath, (4) Abhinandannath, (5) Sumatinath, (6)
Padmaprabha, (7) Suparshvanath, (8) Chandraprabha,
(9) Suvidhinatha, (10) Shitalanath (11) Shreyanshnath,
(12) Vasupujya (13) Vimalnath (14) Anantnath (15)
Dharmnath (16) Shantinath, (17) Kunthunath, (18) Aranath,
(19) Mallinath, (20) Munisuvrata, (21) Naminatha, (22)
Arishtnemi, (23) Parshvanath, (24) Mahavira Swami.

11. Who was the last one in the order of Jain Tirthankaras?
(a) Parshvanath (b) Risabhdev
(c) Mahavira (d) Manisuvrata

L.A.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question. |

12. 'Which one of the following was not a Jain Tirthankara ?
(a) Chandraprabhu (b) Nathamuni

8. The salvation place of Mahavirji, the originator of Jain (c) Nemi (d) Sambhav
religion, is located at -: U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2004
Ans. (b)
(a) Maner
(b) Rajgir | See the explanation of above question. |
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13. Prabhasgiri is a pilgrim spot of :

(a) Buddhists (b) Jains
(c) Saivites (d) Vaishnavites
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2008

Ans. (b)

Prabhasgiri is a Jain pilgrimage site located in Kaushambi,
U.P. The site Prabhasgiri is related to 6+ Jain Tirthankar,
Padmaprabha.

14 In Jain Religion, which word is used for ‘Complete

Intellect’?
(a) Jin (b) Ratna
(c) Kaivalya (d) Nirvana

LA.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (¢)

The word ‘Kaivalya’is used for ‘Complete knowledge’ in the
Jain religion. Mahavira Swami obtained Kaivalya (complete
knowledge) under a tree of ‘Sal’ on the bank of Rijupalika
river near Jrimbhik village, after the rough austerity and

practice of 12 years. Therefore he is called ‘Kevlin.’

15. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer
using the codes given below:

List-1 List-II
(Tirthankara) (Cognizance)
A. Adinatha 1. Bull
B. Mallinatha 2. Horse
C. Parshavanatha 3. Snake
D. Sambhavnatha 4. Water Jar
Code :
A B C D
(a) 1 4 3 2
) 1 3 2 4
(© 3 1 4 2
(@3 1 4 2
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (a)
The correctly matched list is as follows —
Tirthankaras Cognizance
Adinatha - Bull
Mallinatha - Water Jar
Parshavanatha - Snake
Sambhavnatha - Horse

16. Match list-I with list-II and choose the correct answer
from the code given below —

List-I List-1I
(Tirthankara) (Their cognition)
A. Parshvanath (i) Bull

B. Adinath (i) Lion

C. Mahaveer (iii) Snake
D. Shantinath (iv) Deer
Code -

(a) A(ii), B(iii), C-(iv), D-(i)
(b) A~(iv), B-(iii), C(ii), D-(i)
(¢) A~(i), B~(ii), C~(iii), D-(iv)
(d) A-(iii), B-(i), C-(ii), D-(iv)

R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (d)
The correctly matched list is as follows -
Parshvanath — Snake
Adinath — Bull
Mahaveer — Lion
Shantinath — Deer

17. Which one of the following pairs is NOT correctly
matched?
(Tirthankar) - (Nirvan Place)
(a) Rishabhanath - Ashtapad
(b) Vasupujya - Sammedashikhar
(c) Neminath - Urjayanta
(d) Mahavira - Pavapuri

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (b)

4 Vasupujya (Father of Vasupujya Bhagwan) was the
king of Champa town in the Bharat sub-continent. His
queen was Jaya Devi. Besides being a great warrior
King Vasupujya was a compassionate and charitable
person. The queen too was benevolent and she inspired
the king in his charitable activities.

4 Padmottar was born to queen Jaya Devi. It is said that
when the queen was pregnant, the king of gods came to
convey his veneration to the future Tirthankar and his
mother. As Indra is also known as Vasu, the new born
was named Vasupujya (Venerated by Vasu).

4 He attained Kevala Jnana within one month of Tapsya
and Moksha at Champapuri, of Bihar in India on the
fourteenth day of the bright half of the month of Ashadh.

18. The doctrine of three jewels-Right faith, Right action
and Right Knowledge, is the crowning glory of :
(a) Buddhism (b) Christianity
(c) Jainism (d) None of these
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2004
Ans. (¢)

Three means are said to be important for ‘Moksha’ in Jain
philosophy: Right faith, Right action and Right knowledge.
These are known as “Triratna’ in Jain religion. Freedom from
the bondage and effect of evil omens is called Sanvar Tattva to
make the spirit free from the bondage of all. The destruction

of Karma is the Nirjara element.
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19. Triratna or Three Jewels, i.e., right knowledge, right
faith and right action are related to which of the
following?
(a) Buddhism
(c) Jainism

(b) Hinduism
(d) Christianity
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
66™ B.P.S.C. (Pre.) 2020
Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question.

23. 'Syadvada' is related to
(a) Charvaka
(c) Bauddha

(b) Jaina

(d) Samkhya
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question. |

| See the explanation of above question. |

20. The correct of Anuvrata was advocated by :
(a) Mahayana Buddhism
(b) Hinayana Buddhism
(c) Jainism
(d) The Lokayata school
LA.S. (Pre) 1995
Ans. (¢)

In Jain philosophy, the persons (e.g. monks) are very keen
to uplift their souls and hence they sacrifice all worldly
enjoyments and adopt five great ‘Vratas’ (vows) — Maha-
vratas ; Ahimsa, Satya, Brahmacharya, Asteya and
Aparigraha.

These Mahavrata’s are difficult to practise by average human
beings. So they follow Anuvratas i.c. Ahimsa Anuvrat, Satya
Anuvrat, Brahmacharya Anuvrat, Asteya Anuvrat, and
Aparigraha Anuvrat.

21. Syadvad is a doctrine of —
(a) Lokayatism (b) Saivism
(d) Vaishnavism

Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2005

(c) Jainism

Ans. (¢)

Mahavira Swami was the 24« Tirthankara of Jain religion. He
denied the unmanliness of Vedas and opposed related social-
cultural traditions and humbugs. By leaving the exclusive
belief of selfists and atheists, he accepted the middle path
known as ‘Anckantavad’ or ‘Syadvad’. Syadvad is also
known as the name of Saptabhangi Naya, which means

knowledge is relative.

22. Which of the following Doctrines are associated with

Jainism?
(i) Anekantavada (i1) Sarvastivada
(ii1) Sunyavada (iv) Syadvada

Select the correct answer using the code given below —
(a) (i) and (iv) (b) (ii) and (iv)
(c) (i), (ii) and (iii) (d) (ii) and (iii)

R.A.S/R.T.S. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (a)

24. Anekantavada is a core theory and philosophy of which
one of the following

(a) Buddhism (b) Jainism

(c) Sikhism (d) Vaishnavism
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2011
LA.S. (Pre) 2009
Ans. (b)

Anekantavada is the core theory and philosophy of Jainism.

It is also known as the Saptabhangi theory.

25. With reference to the religious practices in India, the
""Sthanakvasi" sect belongs to
(a) Buddhism
(c) Vaishnavism

(b) Jainism
(d) Shaivism

LA.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (b)

Sthanakvasi is a sect of Svetambara Jainism and it was
founded in 1653 A.D. This sect originated from its prede-
cessor reformist sect 'Lonka' that was found by Lonkasha. It
believes that idol worship is not essential in the path of soul

purification and attainment of Nirvana.

26. The Jain philosophy holds that the world is created
and maintained by
(a) Universal Law
(c) Universal Faith

(b) Universal Truth
(d) Universal Soul

LA.S. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (a)

As per Jain belief universal law is the essential and real form
of'the universe. The universe and all its substances are eternal
(everlasting). All substances gradually change. Previous
forms give way to new ones without losing their inherent
qualities. Jains believe that the universe is without beginning
or end. The universe did not begin and end at any time. There
is no need of some almighty to create or manage the affairs

of the universe. The universe runs on itself according to its

cosmic laws (laws of nature).
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27. Which of the following religions does not trust in the
concept of ‘final annihilation of the world’?
(a) Buddhism (b) Jainism
(¢) Hinduism (d) Islam
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2014
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

28. The Basic point of Jainism is-
(a) Act (b) Loyalty
(c) Non-violence (d) Disfavour
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (¢)

Jainism is also known as the religion of Ahimsa (non-
violence). Ahimsa supersedes all concepts, ideologies, rules,
customs and practices. Ahimsa, Anekantvad and Aparigraha

are the cardinal principles of Jainism.

29. Yapaniya was the sect of-
(a) Buddhist
(c) Shaivists

(b) Jainism
(d) Vaishnavists

U.P.P.C.S (Pre) 2010
Ans. (b)

Yapaniya was a sect of Jain religion; which is believed to
have originated from Digambaras. However, they also used
to follow certain Shwetambar opinions. The Yapaniyas
worshipped nude images of the Tirthankaras in their temples.

30. Which of the following is the earliest holy book of Jain?
(a) Twelve Angas (b) Twelve Upangas

(c) Fourteen Purvas (d) Fourteen Uppurva
40+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1995

Ans. (¢)

The Fourteen Purvas is the ancient Jain scripture, which was
preached by all Tirthankaras. At the time of the last Nand
Ruler, Sambhootvijay and Bhadrabahu were the presidents

of'the Sangha. These two were the last to possess knowledge

about the ancient Jain texts 14 purvas given by Mahavira.

31. In which one of the following languages was the earliest

Jain literature compiled?

(a) Ardh-Magadhi (b) Paali
(c) Prakrit (d) Sanskrit
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2006
Ans. (a)

All the initial religious Jain literature has been written in the
specific branch of Prakrit language. Its twelve Angas are in
‘Ardha-Magadhi.” These holy books were finally compiled
in the sixth century A.D. at Vallabhi near Gujarat. Today the
Jain literature has been translated into almost every language.

32. Which of the following place is known as a place of

Pilgrimages because of being related to Parshvanath?

(a) Champa (b) Pava
(¢) Sammed Shikhar (d) Urjyant
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2002

U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2002
Ans. (¢)

Parshvanatha was the 23«Tirthankara of Jainism. Parshvanatha
was born to King Asvasena and Queen Vama of Varanasi in
850 BC. He belonged to the Ikshvaku dynasty. He lived as
the formal prince of Varanasi and at the age of thirty, he
renounced the world to become a monk. He meditated for 84
days before attaining Kevala Jnana. He achieved Parinirvana
at Sammed Sikhar that’s why this place is also known as a
place of pilgrimage for Jains.

33. Which one of the following is not a part of early Jain

literature?

(a) Therigatha

(b) Acarangasutra

(c) Sutrakritanga

(d) Brihatkalpasutra

LA.S. (Pre) 1996

Ans. (a)

The Therigatha is a Buddhist scripture in which the early nuns
(bhikshunis) recount their struggles and accomplishments
along the road to spiritual attainment. Their stories are told
with often heart-breaking honesty and beauty, revealing the
deeply human side of these extraordinary women and thus

serve as inspiring reminders of our potential to follow in their

footsteps. Rest are the part of Jain scriptures.

34. Who was the first founder of Shwetambar creed during

the first partition of Jain creed?

(a) Sthulabhadra

(b) Bhadrabahu

(c) Kalakacharya

(d) Deverdhi Kshama Sharaman

R.A.S/R.T.S. (Pre) 1999

Ans. (a)
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About 150 years after Lord Mahavira’s departure, when
Bhadrabahuswami was the head of the religious order and
Nand dynasty was ruling over Magadha, Pataliputra the
capital city became the centre of learning and knowledge. At
that time there occurred a severe famine that seems to have
raged for 12 long years. During that period of shortage and
scarcity, it was hard for Jain monks to observe the code of
conduct laid down by the Lord. Bhadrabahuswami, therefore,
decided to migrate to the South along with many followers. For
those who stayed behind, it was hard to remember accurately
whatever they learnt. Venerable Sthulabhadra and most of
those who stayed in the north used to cover their bodies
with a plain, white cloth; while those who had migrated
with Bhadrabahuswami were mostly unclad. The latter
took pride in their being true unclad followers of the Lord
and in due course came to be known as Digamabars which

means skyclad. Those on the other side came to be known

as Shwetamabars on account of white cloth that they wore.

35. The first disciple of Lord Mahavir was —

(a) Jamali (b) Yashoda
(c) Bipin (d) Prabhash
47%B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2005
Ans. (a)

Among the early visitors to Mahavira during his wandering
was Jamali, his son-in- law. Jamali met Mahavira while
the later was in Kshatriya- Kundagram, the village where
Mahavira was born. He took the vow together with five
hundred of the warrior caste. Jamali was the first disciple of

Lord Mahavira.

36. Who was the first follower of Mahavira?
(b) Yashoda
(d) Trishala

(a) Jamali

(c) Aanojja

In the reign of Chandragupta Maurya, 1* Jain Council was
held in which Shwetambara Agama were edited. Since all
the ancient Jain text got destroyed, so to recompile them

another Jain council was organised in 4" century BC in which

followers of Bhadrabahu did not participate.

38. Read the following statements related to Jaina
Literature and choose the appropriate option:
Statement I : The Shvetambara Canon included the
12 Angas

Statement I1: According to Shvetambara tradition, the
Angas were compiled at a council held
at Vallabhi

(a) Statement I and Statement II both are true

(b) Statement I is false, but Statement II is true

(c) Statement I and Statement II both are false

(d) Statement I is true, but Statement II is false

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2020
Ans. (d)

The Shvetambara Canon includes 12 Angas. These are
Canonical traits of Jainism based on Mahavira's teaching.

Their compilation happened at 1% council held at Patliputra

about 310 BC. Hence option (d) is correct.

39. Consider the following statements :
1. Vardhamana Mahavira’s mother was the daughter
of Lichchhavi King Chetaka
2. Gautama Buddha’s mother was a princess from
the Koliyan dynasty
3. Parshvanatha, the twenty-third Tirthankara,

belonged to Banaras

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2008 . .
Which of these statements is/are correct?
Ans. (a)
(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2
See the explanation of above question. (c) 2 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3
37. Svetambara Agama was finally edited at the Jain LA.S. (Pre) 2003
Council of — Ans. (¢)
(a) Vaishali (b) Balabhi Mahavira was born in 599 BC in a village named
(¢) Pawa (d) Pataliputra Kundagram near Vaishali in Bihar. Mahavira’s original name
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2008
Ans. (d) was Vardhamana. His father Siddhartha was the head of the
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Gyatrika Kshatriya clan under Vajji of Vaishali and his mother
Trishala was the sister of Chetaka, the king of Lichchhavi.
Mahavira was also related to Bimbisara, the ruler of
Magadha who married Chellana, the daughter of Chetaka.
Lord Gautam Buddha’s mother Maya, Suddhodana’s
wife, was a Koliyan princess. Parshvanatha was born to
King Asvasena and Queen Vama of Varanasi.

40. With reference to ancient Jainism, which one of the
following statements is correct?
(a) Jainism was spread in South India under the leadership
of Sthulabhadra
(b) The Jains who remained under the leadership of
Bhadrabahu were called Shvetambaras after the
Council held at Pataliputra
(c) Jainism enjoyed the patronage of the Kalinga king
Kharavela in the first century BC
(d) In the initial stage of Jainism, the Jainas worshipped
image unlike Buddhist
LA.S. (Pre) 2004
Ans. (¢)

Option (c) is the correct answer. Bhadrabahuswami spread
Jainism in South India. Their followers are called Digambars.
Kalinga King Kharavela was the follower of Jainism. He gave
patronage to Jain Monks and donated for their livelihood.

41. Which of the following statements is/are applicable to
Jaina Doctrine?
1. The surest way of annihilating karma is to practice
penance.
2. Every object, even the smallest particle has a soul.
3. Karma is the bane of the soul and must be ended.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below :

(a) Only 1 (b) 2 and 3
(c) 1and 2 (d) 1,2and 3
LA.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (d)

Jainism believes that each object even a particle has a soul.
They also uphold the universal law of Karma. According to
this law, every action - thought, word or deed - produces an
effect which in turn serves as the cause of another action and
so on. This chain of cause and effect is known as Karma. It
follows that the state of the soul at any given time is due
to the Karma accumulated over countless ages. Karma not
only encompasses the casualty of transmigration but is also
conceived as an extremely subtle matter which infiltrates
the soul obscuring its natural, transparent and pure

qualities. Based on its karma, a soul undergoes transmigration
and reincarnates in various states of existence like heaven or

hell, or as humans or animals.

42. “Samadhi Maran” is related to which Philosophy?

(a) Buddhist Philosophy
(b) Jain Philosophy
(c) Yoga Philosophy
(d) Lokayat Philosophy
(e) None of these
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2015

Ans. (b)

Samadhi Maran, Sallekhana, Sanyasna Maran is the last
vow prescribed by Jain ethical code of conduct. The vow of
Samadhi Maran is observed by Jain ascetics and lay votaries
at the end of their life by gradually reducing the intake of
food and liquid. It is allowed when normal life is not possible
due to old age, incurable disease, or when a person is nearing
his end.

43. Consider the following statements:

1. The Ikshvaku rulers of Southern India were
antagonistic towards Buddhism.
2. The Pala rulers of Eastern India were Patrons of

Buddhism.
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 or 2

LA.S. (Pre) 2006

Ans. (b)

During 3™ and 4"century Ikshvaku dynasty ruled over
southern India. Though Ikshvakus of southern India followed
a Vedic religion but also supported the Buddhist religion.
Bengal emerged as the prominent nucleus of Buddhism
during Pala dynasty. It was due to the support of Pala reign

behind Buddhist. Thus, statement (I) is wrong while statement

(II) is correct.

44. ‘Ajivaka’ sect was founded by:

(a) Anand
(c) Makkhali Gosala

(b) Rahulabhadra
(d) Upali
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996
39+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1994

Ans. (¢)

Makkhali Gosala was a disciple of Mahavira in the early

period, later fell out with Mahavira due to the difference of opinion

Indian History

General Studies

B-77



with him and founded an independent creed “Ajivaka.” The | 48. Who used the caves of Barabar as their shelter-house?

belief of the sect is known as ‘Niyatiwad’ according to which (a) Ajivakas (b) Tharus

every matter in the world is being controlled and operated (c) Jains (d) Tantrikas

by destiny (fate). 40+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1995
Ans. (a)

45. Who among these rendered that “Fate assigns - - -
The act of cutting the mountain caves and developing

everything, human is incapable.” them as residence was fully developed during the period of
(a) Jains (b) Buddhists Ashoka and his grandson Dasaratha. Residence were made
(c) Aajivakas (d) Mimansakas for Ajivaka followers after cutting the hills of Barabar and

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2006 | Nagarjuni. ‘Cave of Sudama’ and ‘Karn Chaupad’ during

Ashoka Era were omnifamous in the caves of Barabar.

Ans. (¢)

49. Which one of the following is not true about the
| Barabar hill caves?

(a) There are in all four caves on the Barabar hill

(b) Inscriptions of Ashoka are found on the walls of three

| See the explanation of above question.

46. The sect which believed in abiding nature of destiny:

(a) Jainism (b) Ajivakas caves
(c) Charvaka (d) Buddhism (c) These inscriptions inform us about the dedication of
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) (Re. Exam) 2013 these caves to the Ajivakas
Ans. (b) (d) These inscriptions date back to 6th century BC.
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2017
| See the explanation of above question. | Ans. (d)

47. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer Barabar caves were located at a distance of approx 30 Km.

from the codes given below : from Gaya. These caves were hewed out from rocks for
List-I List-IT monks to live in. There are four caves on the Barabar hill
. . out of which inscriptions of Ashoka are found on the walls
A. Lakulisa 1. Ajivaka of three caves. These caves were used by ascetics from the
B. Nagarjuna 2. Sunyavada Ajivaka sect (founded by Makkhali Gosala). These rock-
C. Bhadrabahu 3. Pasupat cut caves are related to the Mauryan period (321-185 BC).
D. Gosala 4. Jain Inscriptions on these caves date back to third century BC.
Codes : 50. The famous pilgrimage of Buddhists as well as of
A B C D Jains in Uttar Pradesh is at
@2 3 4 1 (a) Sarnath (b) Kaushambi
(¢) Devipatan (d) Kushinagar
® 3 2 4 1 U.P.U.D.A./L.D.A. (Mains) 2010
© 1 2 3 4 R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 2007
(d) 3 1 4 2 Ans. (b)

U.P.R.O/A.R.O. (Pre)2017 | Tpe present Kaushambi district, carved out of Prayagraj on
Ans. (b) 4+ April 1997, is located 33 miles away from the south-west

. of Prayagraj. Kaushambi has been mentioned several times
The correctly matched list is as follows - ) s L : :

) ) in Vedic and Jain literature. According to Puranas, Nicakshu,
List-l List-l the sixth in line from Parikshita, transferred his capital from
(Acharya) (Doctrine) Hastinapur to Kaushambi as Hastinapur was ravaged by
Lakulisa Pasupat flood, invasion of locusts and upheavals in the Kuru family
Nagarjuna Sunyavada itself. According to Jain texts, Kushambi was named due
Bhadrabahu Jain to an excess of Kushamb trees in the town. It is the famous
Gosala Ajivaka pilgrimage site of Jains and Buddhists. Mahatma Buddha
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preached many times in this city and made a number of
disciples here. There were many monasteries found here, but
the most famous among them was Ghoshitram monastery,
which was built by Shresthi Ghoshit.

51. Which one of the following statements is not correct?
(a) The statue of Gomateshwara at Sravanabelagola
represents the last Tirthankara of Jains
(b) India’s largest Buddhist monastery is in Arunachal
Pradesh
(c) The Khajuraho temples were built under Chandela
Kings
(d) The Hoyseleswara temple is dedicated to Shiva
L.A.S. (Pre) 2002
Ans. (a)

Shravanabelagola is a city located in the state of Karnataka.
The statue of Gommateshvara Bahubali at Shravanabelagola
is one of the most important tirthas in Jainism, but the last
tirthankara of Jainism was Mahavir Swami. Hence, option
(a) is wrong while the Tawang Monastery is the largest
Monastery in India, located in the Tawang town of Arunachal
Pradesh. The Khajuraho group of monuments was built
during the rule of the Rajput Chandela dynasty. Hoyseleswara
Temple is dedicated to Hindu God Shiva.

52. Whobuilt“Gommateshwara” statue at Sravanabelagola?

(b) Krishan-I

(d) Tejpala.

U.P. Lower Sub.(Pre) 2009
LA.S. (Pre) 1994

(a) Chamundraya
(¢) Kumarpala

Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

53. Mahamastakabhisheka, a great religious event, is
associated with and done for who of the following?
(a) Bahubali (b) Buddha
(c) Mahavirji (d) Natraja
LA.S. (Pre) 2009
Ans. (a)

Mahamastakabhisheka, which is a great religious event, is
associated with Lord Bahubali. This ceremony used to be
held in the interval of twelve years time in Sravanbelgola
town in Karnataka. There is a huge statue of God/Saint of
Gomteshwar Bahubali. Its height is 57 feet.

Shaiva, Bhagavata Religion

* According to the cosmogony related beliefs in ancient India,
the four epochs are as follows — Krita, Treta, Dvapara and
Kaliyuga. *Vaishnava Religion was developed from Bhagwat
Religion. Lord Krishna has been described as the son of Devaki
in the Chhandogya Upanishad.

*In the Rig Veda, Vishnu is mentioned as the God of the sky.
There were three major Gods of later Vedic period - Prajapati,
Rudra and Vishnu. *Vishnu is considered to be the guardian
and protector of the people. Patanjali has described Vasudev
as the form of Vishnu. In Vishnu Puran, Vasudev was also a
name of Vishnu. Thus, when Krishna-Vishnu relation was estab-
lished with Narayana, then Vaishnavism became ‘Pancharatra
Dharma’. *Maharishi Panini has mentioned the worship of Va-
sudev and Bhagwat Dharma. He named Vasudev worshipers as
‘Vasudevak’. *This religion was initially prevalent in Mathura
and surrounding areas. According to Greek ambassador Mega-
sthenes, the people of Sursen (Mathura) were worshipers of
‘Heracles’. ‘Heracles’ is related to Vasudeva Krishna. *The
religion gradually spread to the other parts of India. *The first
available stone monument associated with Bhagwat Dharma
was the Garuda pillar of Vidisha (Besanagar). It shows that
Heliodoras, the Greek Ambassador of Taxila, accepted Bhagvat
Religion and established this pillar. In the engraved article on
this, Heliodorus was called ‘Bhagwat’ and Vasudev was called
‘Devdevas’ or God of the Gods.

*The Bhagavata or Vaishnava religion reached at its peak in
the reign of Gupta kings. Gupta kings were the follower of
Vaishnava religion and they made it a religion of the state.
Most of the Gupta rulers hold the title of * Parambhagavata.
Garuda, of Lord Vishnu, became the state symbol of Guptas.
*The Mehrauli Pillar mentions that Chandragupta- II had
established the Vishnu flag on Vishnupad mountain. On the
Bhitari Pillar Inscription it is mentioned that the statue of
Vishnu was established by Skandgupta.

*Amar Singh has described 42 names of Vishnu in his book
Amarkosha. *Chalukya rulers of Eastern Vengi were the
followers of Vaishnavism. ‘Garud’ was their state symbol like
Guptas. *Rashtrakuta king Dantidurg built a famous temple
of Dashavatara in Ellora. The story of ten incarnations of
Vishnu is mentioned in this temple . ‘Dashavatar Charit’ has
been composed by the Kshamendra. *Vaishnav Religion was
propagated in South India by Alvar Saints. The word ‘Alwar’
means - a wise person. The number of Alwar saints is said to
be 12. *Lord Vishnu took the form of Varaha to kill the king
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of Giants, Hiranyaksha and released the Earth from his clutch.
In the pictures of the Purana, God Varaha has been shown bal-
ancing the earth on his teeth and arising from the sea. In this
incarnation, the head of Varaha is on the human body having
four arms holding Shankha, Chakra, Gada and Padma in his
hands like God Vishnu fighting with demon Hiranyaksha. This
is the third incarnation in the order of incarnations.
*Jnana, Karma and Bhakti have equal importance in Gita. Lord
Krishna predicted the importance of all three in the following
Shloka of Gita-
3 g Wit HAiftn v v R

3MRMT ARF Wi S U |

IR AYEAl JGAAR AR

waif AR FERREaa
In Advaita Vedanta, Shankaracharya had accepted the Brahma
as the only truth. Both Vedanta and Vishistadvaita Vedanta give
supremacy to Bhakti (devotion toward God). Mimamsa has
only propounded the Karma.
*The Rathyatra is celebrated every year at Puri, Orissa on dwity
of Shukla Paksha of Ashadha month with all due respect to Lord
Jagannath (Krishna), Balram (Balbhadra) and Subhadra.

Major temples related to Vaishnavism —

Temple Place

Jagannath Temple Puri (Odisha)
Dashavtara Temple Deogarh (U.P.)
Vishnu Temple (Kankali Devi Temple) | Tigawa (M.P.)
Vishnu Temple Eran (M.P.)
Dwarikadhish Temple Mathura (U.P.)
Dwarikadhish Temple Dwarka (Gujarat)

*Religion devoted to Shiva is called ‘Shaiva Dharma’. The
worshipers of Shiva were called ‘Shaiva’. Shaiva is the oldest
religion in India. It is related to the prehistoric age. *People of
Indus Valley worshipped Shiva. The proof of this was a stamp
from Mohanjodaro, on which there was a figure of the Yogi.
On the head of Yogi there is a Trishul like jewellery and it has
three faces. Marshal related it to Rudra Shiva. *In Rig Veda,
Shiva has been called ‘Rudra’, who was famous for his ferocity.
Rudra has been called the God of the universe in Shatarudriya
Mantra of the Vajasenayi Samhita. In Atharvaveda, he has
been called Pashupati, Bhav, Bhupati etc. *Mahabhashya of
Patanjali reveals that in the second century BC, Shiva’s idol
was worshipped. Various names of Shiva were mentioned in

Mahabashya.

Some important were - Rudra, Mahadev, Girish, Bhav, Sarva,

Trayambak etc. *On the coins of Kushan rulers, the figures of
Shiva, Ursabha and Trishul were marked. Udayagiri Guhalekh
shows that Veersen, the prime minister of Chandragupta II had
built a Shaiva cave at Udaygiri hill. In the time of Kumar Gupta,
Shiva Ling was established in Khoh and Karamdanda. *Shiva
temple was built in Bhumara and Parvati temple was built
in Nachanakuthar during the Gupta period. Kalidas praised
Shiva’s glory in Kumarasambhavam. *The famous Kandaria
Mahadev Temple of Khajuraho was built by the Chandel rul-
ers. *During the Rashtrakutas, the famous Kailash Temple
of Ellora was built. The propagation of Shaiva Religion was
done by Nayanars in South India. 'Nayanar Saints' were 63 in
numbers. The name of Tirugyan, Sundar Murthy, Sambundar
Appar, Manikkavach-agar, etc was remarkable. Chola rulers in
south India were the exclusive worshiper of Shiva. Chola ruler
Rajaraj I built the Raj Rajeshwar temple in Tanjore.
*Kulotung-I was a staunch follower of Shaiva Religion. He has
overthrown the statue of Vishnu established at the Chidambaram
temple into the sea due to his reverence for Shiva. *Twelve Jy-
otirlingas related to Shaiva religion are situated in different parts
of the country. These are Somnath, Nageshwar (near Dwarka),
Kedarnath (Uttarakhand), Vishwanath (Kashi), Vaidyanath (parli,
Mabharashtra), Mahakaleshwar (Ujjain), Omkareshwar (M.P.),
Bhimshankar (Nashik) Trayambakeshwar (Nashik), Ghushmesh-
var, Mallikarjuna (Andhra Pradesh), Rameswaram (TN).

There are four Shaiv sects mentioned in Vaman Purana. These
are Shaiva, Pashupati, Kapalik and Kalamukh. Pashupati
community was originated in the second century B.C. Ac-
cording to Puranas, the sect was founded by a Brahmachari
named Lukulish or Lukuli. The followers of this sect consider
Lakulish as the incarnation of Shiva. The devotees of the
Kapalik sect-worshipped Bhairav as an incarnation of Shiva
and worship him. The followers of this philosophy used to
eat meat, put ashes of the cremations on their body, and wear
the Narmund in hand.

*Vasav is considered the founder of the Lingayat sect of
Shaivism. Nathpanth sect was started by Matsyendra Nath
at the end of the tenth century believing Shiva as Adinath.
Baba Gorakhnath had promoted this sect in the tenth and
eleventh century.

Major Temple related to Shaivism—

Temples Places

Raj Rajeshwar Temple Tanjore (Tamil Nadu)

Shiv Temple Bhomara (M.P.)

Nataraj Temple Chidambaram (Tamil Nadu)
Virupaksha Temple Hampi (Karnataka)
Vishwanath Temple Varanasi (UP)
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*The people of Shakti sect worshiped Power goddess of Shakti.
Shaiva Dharma has a close relationship with Shakti Dharma.
Antiquity of Shakti religion also goes to prehistoric age simi-
lar to Shaivism. The worship of Mother Goddess was very
popular in the Indus civilization. A number of the statues of
Mother Goddess have been found in excavation. Vedic litera-
ture provides information about the Goddess like Saraswati
Aditi, Usha, Lakshmi etc. A detailed description of the Goddess

Mahatmya is found in Mahabharata and Puranas.

Major Temple related to Shakti Sect —

Temples Places

Vaishno Devi Temple Jammu
Vindhyavasini Devi Temple | Vindhyachal
Chausath Yogini’s Temple Bhedaghat (M.P.)

Parvati Temple Nachana- Kuthar (M.P.)

Kamakhya Temple Assam

Dakshineswar Kali Temple | Kolkata

1. According to ancient Indian cosmogonic ideas, the
sequential order of the cycle of four epochs (yugas) is —
(a) Dvapara, Krita, Treta and Kali
(b) Krita, Dvapara, Treta and Kali
(c) Krita, Treta, Dvapara and Kali
(d) Treta, Dvapara, Kali and Krita
LA.S. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (¢)

According to the cosmogony related beliefs of ancient India,
the four epochs are as follows — Krita, Treta, Dvapara and

Kaliyuga.

(c) Union of God with his Shakti
(d) None of the above
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (¢)

Ardhanarishvara is a composite androgynous form of the
Hindu God Shiva and his consort Parvati. Ardhanarishvara
is depicted as half male and half female, split down the
middle. The right half is usually the male Shiva, illustrating
his traditional attributes. Ardhanarishvara represents the
synthesis of masculine and feminine energies of the universe
and illustrates how Shakti, the female principle of God, is
inseparable from Shiva, the male principle of God.

4. Who were Nayanars?
(a) Shaiva
(c) Vaishnava

(b) Shakta

(d) Suryopasaka
U.P. U.D.A/L.D.A. (Pre) 2006
Ans. (a)

In the medieval period, the devotional spirit was mainly
spread in South India, especially in Tamil regions. There
were two major sects behind the development of devotional
spirit in the Tamil regions. The devotees worshipping God
Vishnu were called Alvara and the devotees worshiping
God Shiva were called Nayanara. They told that the
personal love and dedication towards God is the only way
to Moksha and opposed the caste system and its rigidity.

5. 'Who were the ‘Nayanars’?

(b) Shaivites

(d) Sun worshippers
U.P.R.O..A.R.O. (Pre) 2014

(a) Vaishnavites
(c) Shaktas

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

2.  Which one of the following was a Shaiva sect in ancient

India?

(a) Ajivika

(b) Mattamayura

(c) Mayamata

(d) Isanasivagurudeva Paddhati

L.A.S. (Pre) 1996

Ans. (b)

Shaiva sect named Mattamayura in ancient India was found
in the inscriptions of Chedi Dynasty.

3. Ardhanarisvara, a figure of half Siva and half Parvati,
represents :
(a) Union of male and female
(b) Union of God and Goddess

6. 'Who among the following was not an ‘Alvar Saint’?

(a) Poigai (b) Tirugyan
(c) Pudam (d) Thirumangai
U.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (b)

Poigai, Pudam and Thirumangai were Alvar Saints, while
Tirugyan was not an Alvar saint.

7. Who contributes the most in the development of
Bhagavata sect?
(a) Persian
(¢) Kushan

(b) Indo-Greek people
(d) Gupta

39« B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (d)
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The Bhagavata or Vaishnava religion reached its peak in
the reign of Gupta kings. Gupta kings were the follower of
Vaishnava religion, and they made it a religion of the state.
Most of the Gupta rulers hold the title of ‘Parambhagavata.’
Garuda, the mount (Vahana) of Lord Vishnu was the state

symbol of Guptas.

8. The originator of Bhagavata Religion was —
(a) Janak (b) Krishna
(c) Yagyavalkya (d) Surdas
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (b)

Traditionally, the originator of Bhagavata religion was
Vrishni descendant (Satvat), Lord Krishna who is also known
as Vasudeva. He was basically from Mathura. He has been
described as the son of Devaki and the disciple of Ghor
Angirasa in the Chandogya Upanishad.

9. Which of the following epic has primarily mentioned

Krishna, son of Devaki?

(a) Mahabharata

(b) Chhandogya Upanishad

(c) Ashtadhyayi

(d) Bhagavata Purana

R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 1999

Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question. |

10. Who were the first to worship Vasudeva Krishna :
(b) Vedic Aryans
(d) Abhirs

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1997

(a) Bhagavatas

(c) Tamilians

Ans. (a)

Under the Bhagavata religion, the initial form of Vaishnavism
is shown in the worship of Lord Krishna, the son of Devaki.
The initial name of Krishna was prevalent in the Panini
age. The worshippers of Vasudev were known as Vasudevak
(Bhagavata) in that age. According to Indian belief, Lord
Krishna is considered as a supreme personality and has been

worshipped since ancient ages.

11. Who among the following deities is represented in art
as holding the plough ?
(a) Krishna
(c) Kartikeya

(b) Balarama
(d) Maitreya

According to the Indian cultural traditions, Balaram, the
brother of Krishna is shown as holding plough in his arms.

He is also known by the name of Haldhar.

12. The number of forms of bhakti in the Bhagwata cult is—

(a) 7 (b) 8
() 9 (d) 10
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2010
Ans. (¢)

The Navadha Bhakti (a forms of Bhakti) has been recognised
for acquiring Moksha in the Bhagavata cult. Thus, option (c)
is the correct answer.

13. The Besanagar inscription of Heliodorus is associated

with—

(a) Sankarshan and Vasudeva

(b) Sankarshan and Pradyumna

(¢) Sankarshan, Pradyumna and Vasudeva

(d) Only Vasudeva

LA.S. (Pre) 1998

Ans. (d)

The Garuda Pillar of Vidisha (Besanagar) is the first stone
monument related to Bhagavata religion. This shows that
the Yavana ambassador of Takshila (Taxila) accepted the
Bhagavata religion and worshipped it after its establishment.
Heliodorus is stated as ‘Bhagavata’ and Vasudeva is stated
as ‘Devadevas’ (‘God of Gods’) in the article inscribed on it.

14. The earliest archival evidence related to Bhagavat

Religion is-

(a) Allahabad’s inscription of Samudragupta

(b) Besnagar’s inscription of Heliodorus

(c) Bhitri’s inscription of Skanda Gupta

(d) Mehrauli’s pillar inscription

U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

15. The earliest known epigraphic evidence of Bhagvatism
is :
(a) Prayaga Prashasti of Samudra Gupta
(b) Nasik inscription of Gautami Balshri
(c) Garuda Pillar at Besnagar
(d) Ayodhya inscription of Dhanadeva
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2012

Ans. (¢)
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2007 . -
Ans. (b) See the explanation of above question.
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16. Heliodorus of ‘Besanagar inscription’ was a resident of—
(a) Pushkalavati (b) Takshila (Taxila)
(c) Sakala (d) Mathura
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2010
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

17. Which incarnation of Vishnu is depicted as saving the
Earth from the Sea?

(a) Kachhapa (b) Matsya

(c) Varaha (d) Narsingh
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Spl) (Pre) 2010
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Spl) (Mains) 2010
Ans. (¢)

Lord Vishnu took the form of Varaha to kill the king of
Giants, Hiranyakshyap and released the Earth from his
clutch. In the pictures of the Purana, God Varaha has been
shown balancing the earth on his teeth and arising from the
sea. In this incarnation, the head of Varaha is on the human
body having four arms holding Shankha, Chakra, Gada and
Padma in his hands like God Vishnu fighting with demon
Hiranyaksha. This is the third incarnation in the order of
incarnations. Thus, the option (c) is the correct answer.

18. Which one of the following is the distinctive features
of a nastika and astika system in India ?
(a) Belief in the existence of God
(b) Belief in the doctrine of re-birth
(c) Belief in the authenticity of the Vedas
(d) Belief in the existence of heaven and hell
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005
Ans. (¢)

In the context of 6+ century BC, Astika sect belonged to those
who believed in the authenticity of Vedas and Nastika sect

was of those who did not believe in the authenticity of Vedas.

Jnana, Karma and Bhakti have the equal importance in Gita.
Lord Krishna predicted the importance of all three in the
following Shloka in Gita-
3 g waiftr o 9 o AR
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yaifA fERTert F@RRRaaEr
In Advaita Vedanta, Shankaracharya had accepted the
Brahma as the only truth. Both Vedanta and Vishistadvaita
Vedanta gives supremacy to Bhakti (devotion toward God).

Mimamsa has only propounded the Karma.

Thus, option (c) is the correct answer.

19. Which one of the following gives equal importance to
Jnana, Karma and Bhakti as a means of liberation?
(a) Advaita Vedanta
(b) Vishistadvaitvad Vedanta
(c) Bhagavad Gita
(d) Mimamsa
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005
Ans. (¢)

20. The doctrine of Apurva is related to

(a) Charvaka
(c) Buddha

(b) Jaina

(d) Mimamsa
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (d)

The word 'Apurva' is a technical term related to the Purva

Mimamsa system of Philosophy.

21. Match List-I with List-IT and select the correct answer

from the codes given below :

List-1 List-II
A. Ashtadhyayi 1. Yaska
B. Mahabhashya 2. Katyayan
C. Nirukta 3. Patanjali
D. Varttika 4. Panini
Codes :

A B C D
(a) 4 3 1 2
(b) 2 3 1 4
(c) 1 2 3 4
(d) 3 1 4 2

U.P. R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2017
Ans. (a)

The correctly matched list is as follows -
List-1 List-I1
Ashtadhyayi Panini
Mahabhashya Patanjali
Nirukta Yaska
Varttika Katyayan
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22. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1997

from the codes given below : Ans. (a)
List-1 List-1I Upanishad, Brahmasutra and Bhagavad Gita are said to be
A. Ballabhacharya 1. Dwaitvad the ‘Prasthantrayi’ of Vedanta because these are the major
B. Ramanuj 2. Pushtimarg epics of Vedanta. Among them, the Upanishad is the Prime
C. Madhvacharya 3. Vishistadwait Prasthan and the remaining two are known to be based on it.
D. Shankar 4. Adwaitavad Shankaracharya is the oldest among all of Vedanta Acharyas
Codes : who established his Vedanta cults by writing the gloss on
A B C D ‘Brahmasutra.’
(@) 1 3 4 2 26. The ancient place where the narration of entire
(b) 2 4 1 3 Mahabharata was read in the conference of 60,000
(©) 2 3 1 4 hermits —
(d) 4 1 3 2 (a) Ahichhatra (b) Hastinapur
U.P. R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2017 (c) Kampilya (d) Naimisharanya
Ans. (¢) U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2006
The correctly matched list is as follows - Ans. (d)
List-1 List-Tl Naimisharanya in Sitapur district of U.P. is considered to be the
Ballabhacharya Pushtimarg residence of 60,000 hermits. Here, Sut Goswami narrated the
Ramanuj Vishistadwait entire Mahabharata in front of Saunak and other hermits, when
Madhvacharya Dwaitvad he was accomplishing the Yagya. Earlier, Vaisampayana narrated
Shankar Adwaitavad the story of Mahabharata for King Janamejaya.

23. Who was the founder of Visistadvaita Siddhanta?

! 27. With which religion is Kalika Purana associated ?
(a) Ramanujacharya  (b) Vallabhacharya

(c) Srikanthacharya (d) Madhavacharya @) VaIShnjdVlsm (b) Sh'a1'<tlsm
(c) Buddhism (d) Jainism
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre.) 2021 M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans (a) Ans. (b)

Visistadvaita is one of the main branches of Vedanta.
It is a Sanskrit term which means "non-dualism with
differentiation". Vaishnavite Saint Ramanujacharya (C.1017-
1137) is widely credited with spreading the philosophy of

The Kalika Purana also called the Kali Purana, Sati Purana
or Kalika Tantra is one of the eighteen minor Puranas in
the Shaktism tradition of Hinduism. The text was likely
composed in the Assam region of India. The text is attributed

Vishishtadvaitavad. to sage Markendeya and starts off with the legends of Devi
24. Which is called Lokayata Darshan? trying to bring Shiva back from ascetic life into householder's
(a) Jain (b) Buddh life by making him fall in love again.
(¢) Charvaka (d) Samkhya 28. Which Kand of Ramayana describes the first meeting
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2019 of Rama and Hanumana?
Ans. () (a) Kishkindha Kand  (b) Sunder Kand
Charvaka is characterised as a materialistic and aesthetic (c) Bal Kand (d) None of the above
school of thought. He was the founder of Lokayata U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2004

Philosophy. Accepted direct perception as the surest method | Ans. (a)

to prove the truth of anything. It insists on joyful living. Valmiki was the author of Ramayana. There are total of seven

Kands in this Adi Kavya written in Sanskrit. The fourth Kand

25. Which one of the following is not included in ‘Prasthan
of this Kavya is Kishkindha Kand in which the meeting of

trayi’:
(2) Bhagavata (b) Bhagavad Gita Rama and Hanuman, death of Bali and Sugriva becoming
(¢) Brahma Sutra (d) Upanishad the king of Vanara is described.
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29. The Rathyatra at Puri is celebrated in honour of which
Hindu deity?
(a) Lord Rama (b) Lord Vishnu
(c) Lord Jagannath (d) Lord Shiva
Uttarakhand U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2007
Ans. (¢)

The Rathyatra is celebrated every year at Puri, Orissa on
Shukla Paksha of Ashadha month with all due respect to
Lord Jagannath (Krishna), Balram (Balbhadra) and Subhadra.

30. Kumbh Mela at Nasik is held on which of the following
river bank?
(a) Tapti River (b) Narmada River

(d) Godavari River

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2003

(¢) Koyna River

Ans. (d)

The Kumbha Mela is held on the bank of Godavari river
at an interval of every twelve years. It is also held on the
bank of Ganga at Haridwar, on the confluence place of the
Ganga and Yamuna at Prayag, on the bank of River Kshipra
(Shipra) at Ujjain.

31. In context of Indian culture who among the following
is called Ananga?
(a) Shiva
(¢) Kama
(e) None of these

(b) Krishna
(d) Laxman

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (¢)

Kamdeva is the Hindu god of human love or desire. Rati
is the wife of Kamdeva. Other names used in reference to
Kamadeva are Ananga (incorporeal), Kandarpa (inflamer
even of a god), Madana (intoxicating), Manmatha (Churner

of hearts) etc.

32. Match List-I with List-IT and select the correct answer
from the codes given below —

1. Madina

2. Vatican

A. Jainism
B. Hinduism

C. Islam 3. Pavapuri
D. Christianity 4. Varanasi
Code :

A B C D
(a 3 1 4 2
b 1 2 4 3
(c) 3 4 1 2
d 2 3 1 4

M.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2004
Ans. (¢)

Medinais acity located in the Hejaz region of western Saudi Arabia.
It is the second sanctum city of Islam Religion after Mecca.

Vatican City is a sovereign country located in Italy with a
total area of 44 hectares which is also the smallest (both in
Population and Area) independent country of the world.
It is ruled by the Bishop of Rome who is also called as
Pope. It is also known as the capital of the Roman Catholic
Church. Pavapuri is the holiest place of Jains located 38
km. from Rajgir and 90 km. from Patna. The founder of
Jainism, ‘Mahavir Swami’ died at Pavapuri in 527 century
BC. Varanasi is the holiest place for Hindus located on the

left bank of Ganga river. This was an important centre for

education and culture in ancient times.

Sixth century B.C.E -
Political Condition

*Buddhist literature, Anguttaranikaya, is sufficient to con-
clude that before the birth of Gautama Buddha, all of North
India was divided into 16 major states. They were called
‘Sixteen (Shodasha) Mahajanapadas’. The names of these
sixteen Mahajanapadas were Koshal, Kashi, Magadha, Anga,
Vajji, Chedi, Malla, Vatsa, Kuru, Panchal, Matsya, Surasena,
Kamboja, Avanti, Assaka (Ashmaka) and Gandhar. In the Jain
literature ‘Bhagwatisutra’ also, names of these 16 Mahajana-
padas are mentioned some different names in it. The names
of sixteen Mahajanapadas mentioned here are: Anga, Banga,
Malay, acha, Vacha (Vatsa), Magah (Magadha), Malav, Koch,
Ladh, Moli (Malla), Koshal, Kashi, Pathya, Sammutar, Awadh
and Vajji. *22 Mahajanapadas are mentioned in Panini’s
Ashtadhyayi. *The present part of northern Bihar known as
Bhagalpur and Munger district were part of the Anga Maha-
janapada. Its capital city was Champa. In Mahabharata and
Puranas, its ancient name ‘Malini’ is mentioned. Champa was
considered to be among the six metros of India during Bud-
dha’s time. The names of these six metropolia are described in
Mahaparinirvan-sutra. These are — Champa, Rajgriha, Bena-
ras, Saket, Kaushambi and Shravasti. *Lichhavi’s of Vaishali
founded the world’s first republic. Vaishali has been called

‘Magadhham Puram’ in Suttanipata.
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Mahajanapadas Modern Places Capital
1. Kuru Meerut, Delhi and Ahicchatra
Thaneswar (North Panchal)
2. Panchal Bareilly, Badaun and ~ Ahichhatra and
Farrukhabad Kampilya (South
Panchal)
3. Shurasena  Areas near Mathura ~ Mathura
4. Vatsa Allahabad and Banda Kaushambi
5. Koshal Awadh area (Faizabad Saket and Shravasti
division)
6. Malla Deoria district Kushinagar and
Pawa
7. Kashi Varanasi Varanasi
8. Anga Bhagalpur and Champa
Munger
9. Magadha South Bihar (Patna Girivraj or Rajgir
and Gaya district)
10. Vajji Muzaffarpur and Mithila, Vaishali and
Darbhanga Janakpuri
11. Chedi Bundelkhand Kotthivati/Suktimati
12.Matsya Jaipur Viratnagar
13.Ashmaka  Godavari Valley Pottan/Pottil
(Andhra Pradesh)
14.Avanti West and Central (N. Avanti) Ujjain
Malwa region and Mahishmati
(So Aranti)
15.Gandhar Peshawar and Taxila
Rawalpindi
16.Kamboj South West Kashmir ~ Raipur/Hatak
and Rajauri and Hajara

*Vaishali was the largest and most powerful republic of the
Buddha period. According to Puranas, the first dynasty to rule
Magadha’s was ‘Brihadratha’. The son of the first king of
this dynasty was Jarasandha, who made Girivraj (Rajgriha)
his capital. The Rajgriha has been described as the capital
of Jarasangha in the Van Parva of Mahabharata. According
to Buddhist texts, the first great ruler of Magadha was Bim-
bisara. He was related to Haryanka dynasty. *The famous
historical physician Jivaka, contemporary of Lord Buddha
was related to the court of Bimbisara. Bimbisara sent Jivaka
to the state of Avanti’s king Chandapradyota for medicinal
service. ¥*Bimbisara is said to be the first and most powerful
emperor of Haryanka dynasty who was also the real founder
of Magadha Empire.

*The ruler of Magadha, Ajatashatru (492-460 BC) killed his
father Bimbisara, the founder of Haryanka dynasty and sat on

the throne. He was also killed by his son Udayin (different
from the king Udayan of Vatsa) for the same reason.
*Pataliputra was founded by Udayin, who was the succes-
sor of Ajatshatru. He built a fort at the confluence of Son and
Ganga river. *He shifted the capital of Magadha Empire from
Rajgriha to Pataliputra. It was also the capital of Sishunaga
dynasty, Nanda dynasty, and Maurya dynasty. Here Maurya
Emperor Ashok organised the Third Buddhist Council (247
B.C) which was presided over by Moggaliputta Tissa. The
first Jain convention was held here too. *Megasthenese in
his book named ‘Indica’ has described the prosperity and the
ruling system in the period of Chandragupta Maurya. Patali-
putra became the prime centre for Buddhists during the Gupta
period. But the importance of this city started declining from
later Gupta Period.

*Kasi was the most powerful city in the early 6* century B.C.
It was one of the richest and most prosperous Mahajanapadas.
Kashi had the long rivalry with Kosala, Anga and Magadha.
They always struggled for the supremacy.

*In sixth century BC, Chedi Mahajanapada was located in
modern Bundelkhand and its adjacent parts. Its capital was
‘Kotthivati’ which is known as ‘Suktimati’ of Mahabharata.
*Kharvel was the most important emperor of Chedi dynasty
of Kalinga. His Hathigumpha inscription is the major source
of information. The engraving of canals in Kalinga by King
Mahapadmananda is encrypted in this inscription. It is also
the first inscription which tells about the engraving of canals.
It describes the donation of villages to Jain monks. This
inscription also shows that Kharvel defeated the three states
Chola, Chera, and Pandyas of the South.

*The town Kalpi is situated in the Jalaun district of Uttar
Pradesh on the bank of river Yamuna. During the ancient period,
it was famous as 'Kalpriya' which was later known as Kalpi. It
was built during 4 century B.C. by King Vasudeva.

*Kuru Mahajanpad was located in the areas of Meerut, Delhi
and Thaneswar. Hastinapur city of Mahabharata was located
in this state. *The Panchala Mahajanapada was made up

of modern Ruhelkhand districts of Bareilly, Badaun and Far-
rukhabad districts. Initially, there were two parts - the capital

of North Panchal was Ahichchhatra and the South Panchal
was Kampilya. The famous city of Kanyakubja was located in

Panchala Mahajanpada. The boundaries of the Panchal ranges
from the foothills of the Himalayas to Chambal River in the

south, Koshal in the east and Kuru in the west. Panchal was
originally a monarchy, but it appears that by the time of Kautilya
it became a republic.
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*Surashen Mahajanapada was found in the modern Braja
region. Its capital was Mathura. Ancient Greek writers
called this state ‘Surasenoi’ and its capital as ‘Mathora’. Ac-
cording to the Buddhist text ‘Anguttara Nikaya’ and Jain text
‘Bhagvati Sutra,” the ‘Assaka’ or ‘Ashmaka’ was located in
between Godavari and Narmada River during the 6+ century
whose capital was Paithan/Potan or Potali (Ancient name
Prathisthana). *Avanti Mahajanapada was found in the area
of western and central Malwa. There were two parts of this
Mahajanapada - the capital of Northern Avanti was Ujjayini
and the capital of Southern Avanti was Mahishmati. *Ujjayini
was the capital of Avanti during the Buddha period. The legend
of Udayan-Vasavadatta is related to Ujjain. Great poet Bhaas
has described this story in his drama ‘Svapnavasvadattam’, the
love story of Vatsa king Udayan and Vasvadatta, the daughter
of Avanti King Pradyot. *In the northern part of ancient India,
which was also called Uttarapatha, there were two Janapadas.
These were - Gandhara and Kamboj. Gandhar Mahajanpadas
was located in Peshawar and Rawalpindi districts of present day
Pakistan. It is known from Ramayana that Takshshila Nagar
was founded by Taksha, the son of Bharat. *Four of the sixteen
Mahajanpadas - Koshal, Magadha, Vatsas and Avanti were very
powerful. Out of the sixteen Mahajanpadas, eight were present
in Uttar Pradesh. These were Mahajanpadas - Kashi, Koshal,
Vatsa, Malla, Kuru, Panchal, Suresen and Chedi.

*Bimbisara died in 492 BC. After the Bimbisara, his son
‘Kunika’ Ajatshatru (is about 492-460 BC) became the ruler
of Magadha. He was an imperialist like his father. The struggle
between Magadha and Kosala kingdom started in the early
years of his rule. But later, there was a treaty between the ruler
of Magadha Ajatashatru and Koshal King Prasenjit. Prasenjit
married his daughter, Wajira, to Ajatshatru and again accepted
his right over Kashi.

The sequence of the dynasties that ruled Magadh are as follows :

Haryanka dynasty 544 BC - 412 (Shaishunaga
dynasty) BC (412 BCE-344 BCE)

Nanda dynasty 344 BC - 321 BC

Mauryan dynasty 321 BC- 184 BC

Sunga dynasty 184 BC-75 BC

According to Puranas, the founder of Nanda dynasty,
Mahapadmananda was a Shudra ruler. He assumed the title

of ‘Ekrata and Ekchhatra.” *Chandragupta Maurya had

established the Mauryan empire after defeating the last Nanda
ruler Dhanananda with the help of his preceptor Chanakya.
*The Shunga dynasty was founded by Mauryan commander
Pushyamitra Shunga after killing the last Mauryan ruler
Brihadratha in 184 BC.

*Nanda dynasty of Magadha was founded after ending
Shishunaga dynasty. There were 9 kings in Nanda dynasty-
(1) Ugrasen, called Mahapadma in Puranas (2) Panduk (3)
Pandugati (4) Bhootpal (5) Rastrapal (6) Govishanak (7)
Dashasiddhak (8) Kaivart (9) Dhanananda. During last years
of Nanda dynasty, the kingdom witnessed turbulence because
of extortion and imposition of heavy taxes on small items.
Taking advantage of this, Chandragupta Maurya with the help
of Chanakya killed Dhananand and established Maurya Empire.
The ruling period of the kings from Bimbisara to Nandas
according to Buddhist literature-

Name of Dynasty  King’s Name Reign
Harayanka Bimbisara 544 - 492 BCE
(544 - 412 BCE) Ajatshatru 492 -460 BCE

Udayin and

his successor 460 - 412 BCE
Shishunaga Shishunaga 412 -394 BCE
(412 - 344 BCE) Kakavarna 394 -366 BCE

10 sons of

Kakavarna 366 - 344 BCE
Nand Dynasty Ugrasen, 344 -321 BCE
(344 - 321 BCE) Mahapadamanand

and their 8 Sons

* Aahat coins or Punch marked coins were the earliest extant
coins in India made of silver. The marks on them were made
by the stamp, so they were called as Aahat coins or Punch
marked coins. These coins were found in circulation between
sixth century B.C and the Mauryan period.

*Panini was known for his Sanskrit grammar. He was born in
Pushkalavati, Gandhara. The Ashtadhayi is one of the earliest
known grammars of Sanskrit. The Ashtadhyai consist of 4000
sutras or rules distributed among (eight chapters) which are
each sub-divided into four sections of padas. Panini mentioned
as many as 22 different Janapadas but also mentions 3 most
important provinces viz. Magadha, Ashmak and Kamboj.
*Nanyadev (1097-98 AD) was the founder of Karnata
dynasty. He was a great warrior. The capital of Karnata dynasty
was Simraon. The period of Karnata dynasty (1097-98 AD -
1378 AD) was known as the golden period of Mithila.

*The last ruler of Karnata Dynasty was Harisimha Dev. He
was a great patron of art and literature. He was the pro founder

of Panji system.
The ruling period of the kings from Bimbisara to Nanda’s

according to the Puranas —
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Kings Reign (in years)
Shishunaga 40

Kakvarna 26
Kshemdharman 36

Kshemjit or Kshatrojas 24

Bimbisara 28

Ajatashatru 27

Darshak 24

Udayin 33
Nandivardhana 40

Mahanandin 43
Mahapadamanand 100 (40 years according to some
and his eight sons scholars).

1. The earliest extant coins of India were of —

(a) Copper (b) Gold
(c) Lead (d) Silver
U.P.P.S.C. (GIC) 2010
Ans. (d)

Aahat coins or Punch marked coins were the earliest extant
coins in India made up of silver. The marks on them were
made by the stamp, so they are called as Aahat coins or

Punch marked coins.

2. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer

from the code given below the lists:

List-1 List-11
(King) (State)
A.Pradyot 1. Magadha
B.Udyan 2. Vatsa
C.Prasenjit 3. Avanti
D.Ajatshatru 4. Kosala
Code :
A B C D
(a 1 2 3 4
by 4 3 2 1
(¢) 3 2 4 1
d 4 1 3 2
U.P. Lower (Spl) (Pre) 2004
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2000
Ans. (¢)

The Pali scriptures reveal that Pradyot was the king of Avanti.
Udayana was the king of Vatsa Mahajanpada. Prasenjit was

of Kosal and Ajatshatru was the king of Magadha.

3. Chand-pradyota was the ruler of which ancient republic?

(a) Kasi (b) Anga
(c) Avanti (d) Vajji
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2019
Ans. (¢)

Pradyota is the founder of the dynasty and the ruler of Avanti.
He is said to be the son of Pulika who is said to have killed
his master at Ujjain, to make his son the King. Pradyota was
a contemporary of Buddha & Bimbisara and found his name
in Mahavagga (a part of Vinaya Pitaka) & Puranas. He is
said to have ruled for 23 years. Bimbisara sends his Doctor

(Raj Vaidhya) Jivak to Pradyota for treatment of Jaundice.

4. What was the name of the ruler of Kosala in
Samudragupta's "Prayag Prashasti"?
(a) Shiv Gupta (b) Someshwar Deo
(c) Mahendra (d) Mahipal
(e) None of these

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (¢)

The name of the ruler of Kosala, the Mahendra, is mentioned
over the Samudragupta's "Prayag prashasti".

5. The epigraphical evidence reveals that under the
instructions of a Nanda king, a canal was dug in :
(a) Anga (b) Vanga
(¢) Kalinga (d) Magadha
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999
Ans. (¢)

Hathigumpha inscription indicates the Kalinga victory of
Nanda’s King Mahapadmananda. According to this, King
Nanda took away the statue of King Jinsen and built a canal
in Kalinga.

6. 'What was the ancient name of Ujjain?

(a) Taxila (b) Indraprastha
(c) Avantika (d) None of above.
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1993
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2009

Ans. (¢)

Ujjain, located in Malwa region of Madhya Pradesh, is
considered as the ancient historical town of India. This was
one of the two capitals of Avanti which was one among the
16 Mahajanapadas. It is also known as Avantika.
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7. The following map shows four of the sixteen
mahajanapadas that existed in ancient India :

The places marked A, B, C and D respectively are :

(a) Matsya, Chedi, Kosala, Anga

(b) Surasena, Avanti, Vatsa, Magadha

(c) Matsya, Avanti, Vatsa, Anga

(d) Surasena, Chedi, Kosala, Magadha

LA.S. (Pre) 1997

Ans. (¢)
Options A, B,C,D show Matsya, Avanti, Vatsa and Anga

Mahajanapada respectively. Matsya Mahajanapada was
located in the Jaipur region of Rajasthan. Viratnagar was its
capital. Avanti Mahajanapada was located in the west and
central region of Malwa. It had two parts- Northern Avanti
(capital-Ujjayini) and Southern Avanti (capital-Mahishmati).
Modern Allahabad and Banda districts constituted Vatsa
Mahajanapada in ancient times. Its capital was Kaushambi.
Modern Bhagalpur and Munger districts of Bihar were under

the Anga Mahajanapada. Its capital was Champa.

8. Matsya Mahajanapada of 6th Century B.C. was located
in:
(a) Western Uttar Pradesh
(b) Rajasthan
(¢) Bundelkhand

(d) Rohilkhand
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question. |

9. How many Mahajanapadas were located in present
day of Uttar Pradesh among the oldest sixteen
Mahajanapadas of India?

(a) 06 (b) 07
(c) 08 (d) 09
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (¢)

Out of 16 Mahajanapadas, 8 were present in modern Uttar
Pradesh.

Kuru — Meerut, Delhi and Thaneshwar

Panchala - Bareilly, Badaun

Shurasena — Near Mathura

Vatsa — Allahabad and Banda

Koshal — Awadh area

Malla — Deoria

Kashi — Varanasi

Chedi — Bundelkhand area

10. The ancient city which is mentioned in the Mahabharata
and Mahabhashya both
(a) Madhyamika (Nagari) (b) Karkot
(c) Viratnagar (Bairat) (d) Raidh
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (*)

The ancient city, which is mentioned in the Mahabharata
and Mahabhshya is Madhyamika (Nagari) and Viratnagar.
Viratnagar was founded by King Virat. It was the capital of
Matsya Kingdom. Its history is found in both Mahabharata
and Mahabhashya.

11. Who founded Pataliputra —
(a) Udayin (b) Ashoka
(c) Bimbisara (d) Mahapadmanada
48 to 52+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (a)

Pataliputra was founded by Udayin, who was the successor of
Ajatshatru. He built a fort at the confluence of Son and Ganga
river. He shifted the capital of the Magadha Empire from
Rajgriha to Pataliputra. It was also the capital of Sisunaga

dynasty, Nanda dynasty, and Maurya dynasty.

12. Which ruler had made Pataliputra the capital of his

empire for the first time?

(a) Chandragupta Maurya

(b) Ashoka the Great

(c) Chandragupta Vikramaditya

(d) Kanishka

42~ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1997

Ans. (a)

Pataliputra was established by Udyain, the ruler of
Haryanka dynasty at the confluence of Son and Ganga river
and transferred his capital from Rajgriha to Pataliputra.

But Udayin is not mentioned in the above options. Here,

Chandragupta Maurya will be the correct answer.
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13.  'Who among the following kings had founded Pataliputra?
(b) Bimbisara
(d) Udayin

44+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2000

(a) Sisunaga
(c) Ajatashatru

Ans. (d)

| See the explanation of above question. |

14. By which ruler Pataliputra was chosen as the capital
for the first time?
(a) Ajatashatru
(c) Udayin

(b) Kalashoka
(d) Kanishka

46" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question. |

15. The Legend of Udayan-Vasavadatta is related to-
(a) Ujjain (b) Mathura
(c) Mahishmati (d) Kaushambi
U.P. Lower (Spl) (Pre) 2008
Ans. (a)

The legend of Udayan-Vasavadatta is related to Ujjain.
Great poet Bhaas has described this story in his drama
‘Svapnavasvadattam’, the love story of Vatsa king Udayan
and Vasvadatta, the daughter of Avanti King Pradyot. The
story is during the time when Udayan was imprisoned in
Ujjayini.

16. In which century did the first Magadhan Empire rise?
(a) Fourth Century B.C.  (b) Sixth Century B.C.
(c) Second Century B.C. (d) First Century B.C.
42~ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (b)

The first Magadhan empire flourished in 6+ century B.C.
The actual founder of this empire was king Bimbisara
(approximately 544-492 century B.C). He was related to
Haryanka dynasty.

17. Which one of the following was initially the most
powerful city-state in India in the 6 century B.C. ?
(a) Gandhar (b) Kamboj
(c) Kashi (d) Magadha
LA.S. (Pre) 1999
Ans. (d)

Magadha was the most powerful city in the early 6»
century B.C. It was one of the richest and most prosperous
Mahajanapada among others. Magadha had a long rivalry
with Kosala, Anga and Kashi. They always struggled for
the supremacy.

18. Which was the first capital of ancient Mahajanapada

Magadh?

(a) Pataliputra

(b) Vaishali

(¢) Champa

(d) Anga

(e) None of the above/More than one of the above

66" B.P.S.C. (Pre.) 2020

Ans. (e)

Magadh was an ancient kingdom in southern Bihar. Its first
capital was Rajagriha (Modern day Rajgir) which was also
known as Girivraj. During the reign of Udayin (Haryanka

dynasty) Capital was moved to Patliputra.

19. Which one was not in the earlier Republic?
(a) Shakya (b) Lichchhavi
(¢) Yauddheya (d) All of the above
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (*)

The evidence of the existence of lots of republics is found
during the Buddha period. They were as follows- (1) Shakya
of Kapilavastu, (2) Bhagga of Sumsumagiri, (3) Buli of
Alakappa, (4) Kalam of Kesaputta, (5) Koliya of Ramgama,
(6) Malla of Kusinara, (7) Malla of Pava, (8) Moriya of
Pippalivan, (9) Lichchhavi of Vaishali and (10) Videha of
Mithila. Description of Yauddheya Republic found in Paninis
Ashtaddhyayi and Prayag inscription of Samudragupta.

20. By whom the first republic of the world was established
in Vaishali —

(a) Maurya (b) Nanda
(c) Gupta (d) Lichchhavi
480 to 52+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (d)

Lichchhavi dynasty of Vaishali established the first republic
in the world. Vaishali took its name from King Vishal of the
Mahabharata era. Vaishali is a great Buddhist pilgrimage and
also the birthplace of Lord Mahavira.

21. Where was the first republican system of the world
during 6+ century B.C. located?
(a) Vaishali (b) Athens
(c) Sparta (d) Pataliputra
46"B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.
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22. Which one of the following pair is correctly matched?
(a) Parsvanath - Janatrika

(b) Bindusara-Shakya
(c) Skandagupta-Maurya
(d) Chetak-Lichchhavi
R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 2013
Ans. (d)

(iii) Digha Nikaya
Code :

(a) (ii) and (iv)
(c) (1) and (i1)

(iv) Bhagavati Sutra

(b) (ii), (ii1) and (iv)
(d) (1), (i)and (iii)

R.A.S. /R.T.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

King Chetak was the emperor of the Lichchhavi republic. His
daughter Chelana was married to Magadha King Bimbisara.

Lichchhavi was one of the clans of the union of Vajji.

23. Which Buddha text has described 16 Mahajanpads of
6- century B.C.?
(a) Digha Nikaya
(c) Deepavansh

(b) Tripitaka

(d) Anguattar Nikaya
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl.) (Pre) 2004
Ans. (d)

The 16 Mahajanapads of 6+ century B.C. were mentioned
in Buddhist text ‘Anguttara Nikaya’ and Jain text Bhagwati
Sutra They were as follows- Anga, Magadha, Kashi, Kosala,
Vajji, Malla, Chedi, Vatsa, Kuru, Panchal, Matsya, Surasen,
Ashmaka, Avanti, Gandhara and Kamboj. The list of 16
Mahajanapadas also finds mention in Jain text Bhagavati Sutra.

24. The list of sixteen Mahajanapadas is available in —
(a) Mahabharata
(b) Anguttar Nikaya
(c) Chandogya Upanishad
(d) Samyukta Nikaya
46" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

25. Which one of the following Buddhist texts describes
the sixteen Mahajanapadas?
(b) Majjhima Nikaya
(d) Digha Nikaya
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2008
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008

(a) Anguttara Nikaya
(¢) Khuddaka Nikaya

Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

26. In which of the following texts the list of the sixteen great
states (Shodasha Mahajanapadas) of ancient India occur?
Select the correct answer from the code given below:

(i) Arthashastra (ii) Anguttara Nikaya

27. 16 Janpadas of the age of Mahajanapada have often
been mentioned in the Buddhist literature which of the
following Janapadas have been mentioned by Panini

in his Ashtadhyayi?

A. Magadh B. Ashmak

C. Kamboj D. Chedi

E. Vatsa

Code :

(a) A,BandC (b) Dand E

(¢) C,Dand E (d) A,C,Dand E

R.A.S./R.T.S. (Re. Exam) (Pre) 2013
Ans. (a)

Panini is known for his Sanskrit grammar. He was born in
Pushkalavati, Gandhara. The Ashtadhayi is one of the earliest
known grammars of Sanskrit. The Ashtadhyai consist of 4000
sutras or rules distributed among (eight chapters) which are
each subdivided into four sections of padas. Panini mentioned

as many as 22 different Janapadas but also mentioned 3 most

important provinces viz. Magadha, Ashmak and Kamboj.

28. The capital of North Panchal, according to Mahabharata,
was located at :
(a) Hastinapur
(c) Ahichhatra

(b) Indraprastha
(d) Mathura

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2006
Ans. (¢)

The capital of Northern Panchala was Ahichhatra and
Kampilya was the capital of southern Panchala. Hastinapura
and Indraprastha were the capital of Kuru while Mathura was
the capital of Surasena.

29. During the period of 16 Mahajanapadas, Mathura was
the capital of —

(a) Vajji (b) Vatsa
(c) Kashi (d) Surasena
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (d)

| See the explanation of above question.
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30. Which of the following is NOT correctly matched?

(a) Kamboj - Rajpur/Hatak
(b) Ashmak - Potan/Potil
(c) Sursen - Kaushambi
(d) Koshal - Shravasti
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2016
Ans. (¢)

Sursen was an ancient Yadava ruler of Mathura. Other options

are correctly matched.

31. Champa was the capital of which Mahajanapada?

(a) Magadha (b) Vajji
(c) Kosala (d) Anga
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2014
Ans. (d)

Champa (Campa) was the capital of Anga Mahajanpada.
It covers the modern districts of Munger and Bhagalpur
in Bihar. It was later annexed to Magadha by Bimbisara.

Magadha was located on its west.

32. In the sixth century B.C. Suktimati was the capital of

(a) Panchala (b) Kuru
(c) Chedi (d) Avanti
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2011
Ans. (¢)

In sixth century BC, Chedi Mahajanapada was located in
modern Bundelkhand and its adjacent parts. Its capital was
‘Sotthivati’ which is known as ‘Suktimati’ of Mahabharata.

33. Mahajanapada situated on the bank of river Godavari was-

(a) Avanti (b) Vatsa
(c) Assaka (d) Kamboja
R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 2008
Ans. (¢)

According to the Buddhist text ‘Anguttara Nikaya’ and Jain
text ‘Bhagvati Sutra,” the ‘Assaka’ or ‘Ashmaka’ was located
in between Godavari and Narmada river during the 6~ century

whose capital was Paithan/Potan or Potali (Ancient name

Prathisthana).

34. Which was the capital of Magadha?
(a) Pratishthan (b) Vaishali
(d) Champa
47+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2005

(c) Rajgriha

Ans. (¢)

Rajgriha was the first capital of Magadha, (Where first
‘Buddhist Council’ was organized and Lord Mahavir
sermoned first). According to Puranas, the first dynasty to
rule over Magadh was Brihadrath dynasty. King Brihadrath's
son, Jarasandha, made Girivraja (Rajgir) his capital. Later on,

Udayin, son of Ajatshatru, moved the capital to Patliputra.

35. Which was the initial capital of Magadha?
(b) Vaishali
(d) Champa
53w to 55+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2011

(a) Pataliputra
(c) Girivraja (Rajgriha)

Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

36. Which one of the following was not a capital of
Magadhan Empire?
(a) Girivraja (b) Rajgriha

(d) Kaushambi

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2011

(c) Pataliputra

Ans. (d)

Girivraja or Rajgriha and Pataliputra were the capital of
the Magadha Empire respectively in ancient times while
Kaushambi was ruled by Vatsa state. The capital of Magadha
was shifted from Rajgriha to Pataliputra during Haryanka
dynasty.

37. What is the town configuration of ancient Shravasti?
(b) Crescentic
(d) Quadratic

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2010

(a) Circular
(c) Triangular

Ans. (b)

Alexander Cunningham had identified the ancient Shravasti
at Sahet-Mabhet (today’s Shravasti) placed near Gonda in
Uttar Pradesh in 1861. It is known by excavations that the
configuration of Shravasti was in crescentic form.

38. Which initial ruler of Magadha killed his father for
enthroning and also was killed by his son for the same
reason?

(b) Ajatshatru

(d) Nagdashak

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2007

(a) Bimbisara
(c) Udayin

Ans. (b)

The ruler of Magadha, Ajatashatru (492-460 BC) killed his
father Bimbisara, the founder of Haryanka dynasty and sat on
the throne. He was also killed by his son Udayin (different
from the king Udayan of Vatsa) for the same reason.
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39. What was the name of the dynasty of Ajatshatru?

(a) Maurya (b) Haryanka
(c) Nanda (d) Gupta
53+ to 55+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

40. The Prince who was responsible for the death of his
father was-

(a) Ajatashatru (b) Chandapradyota
(c) Prasenjit (d) Udayan
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2011

Ans. (a)

| See the explanation of above question. |

41. Power of Magadha was extended over the Malwa
region during the reign period of —
(a) Bimbisara (b) Ajatshatru
(c) Udayabhadra (d) Sisunaga
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2008
Ans. (d)

According to Matsya Puranas, king of Magadha, Sisunaga
annexed Avanti (Malwa) in his empire by defeating Nandivardhan.

42. Which dynasty did rule over Magadha after Nanda

Dynasty?
(a) Maurya (b) Shunga
(c) Gupta (d) Kushana
44+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2000
Ans. (a)

Nanda dynasty of Magadha was founded after the end of
Shishunaga dynasty. There were 9 kings in Nanda dynasty-
(1) Ugrasen, called Mahapadma in Puranas (2) Panduk (3)
Pandugati (4) Bhootpal (5) Rastrapal (6) Govishanak (7)
Dashasiddhak (8) Kaivart (9) Dhanananda. During last
years of Nanda dynasty, people became turbulent because
of extortion and imposing heavy taxes on small items. By
taking advantage of this, Chandragupta Maurya with the
help of Chanakya killed Dhananand and established Maurya

Empire. Thus option (a) is correct.

43. Which inscription is the evidence of King Nand?
(a) Hathigumpha inscription of Kharvel
(b) Rummindei pillar inscription
(c) Junagarh inscription of Rudradamana
(d) Ayodhya inscription of Dhandeva.

U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Spl) (Mains) 2010
Ans. (a)

Kharvel was the most important emperor of Chedi dynasty
of Kalinga. His Hathigumpha inscription is the major source
of information about his reign. The engraving of canals in
Kalinga by King Mahapadmananda is encrypted in this
inscription. It is also the first inscription which tells about
the engraving of canals. It mentions the donation of villages
to Jain monks. This inscription also mentions that Kharvel
defeated the three states Chola, Chera, and Pandyas of the
south. Thus, option (a) is the correct answer.

44. Arrange the following Magadhan dynasties in the
chronological order
1. Nandas 2. Sungas
3. Mauryas 4. Haryankas
Choose the answer from the following codes :
(a) 2,1,4and3 (b) 4,1,3 and 2
(¢) 3,2,1and 4 (d) 1,3,4and 2
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2008

Ans. (b)
The sequence of these dynasties are as follows:-
Haryanka dynasty 544 BC -412 BC
Nanda dynasty 344 BC-321 BC
Mauryan dynasty 321 BC-184 BC
Sunga dynasty 184 BC-75 BC

45. WhichKingofMagadhais known as Aparoparashurama?
(b) Ajatasatru
(d) Mahapadmananda

U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Spl) (Pre) 2010

(a) Bindusara
(c) Kalasoka

Ans. (d)

After Shishunaga dynasty, the Nanda dynasty started ruling
Magadha. Mahapadmananda or Ugrasen was the founder of
Nanda dynasty. He was also called as Sarvakshatrantaka and

Aparoparashurama in Puranas.

46. Who was the founder of Nanda Dynasty in Magadha?
(b) Dhanananda
(d) Mahanandin
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2016

(a) Mahapadmananda
(¢) Nandivardhan

Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

47. Read the statements (A) and (B) and choose the correct
answer from the code given below :
(A) The sixth century B.C. was a period of great
religious upheaval in all parts of the world.

(B) The Vedic religion had become very complex.
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Code :
(a) Both (A) and (B) are false.
(b) Both (A) and (B) are true.
(c) (A) is true, while (B) is false.
(d) (A) is false, while (B) is true.
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (b)

Many religious sects came into existence across the middle
Ganga valley of northern India during sixth century B.C.,
which witnessed an intellectual environment due to the
emergence of many new faiths and beliefs. The hermits
following different faiths started preaching their thoughts
and disclaiming each other’s philosophies. It should be noted
during that time, such type of intellectual movements was
also emerged in other countries of the world. Confucius,
Zarathustra and Pythagoras were the people who challenged
the traditional assumption in China, Iran and Greece
respectively. Vedic religion became complicated. There was
more focus on purity of Shlokas and Yajnas. As a result, the
importance of priests increased enormously. It began to spend
much money on Yajnas and also motivated animal killings.

48. Jivaka, the famous physician of the time of Mahatma
Buddha, was associated with the court of —
(b) Chanda Pradyota
(d) Udyana
U.P. U.D.A/L.D.A. (Pre) 2006

(a) Bimbisara
(c) Prasenjit

Ans. (a)

The famous historical physician Jivaka, contemporary
of Lord Buddha, was related to the court of Bimbisara.

Bimbisara had sent Jivaka to the state of Avanti’s king

Chandapradyota for medicinal service.

49. The town of Kalpi is situated on the bank of the river —
(a) Ganga (b) Yamuna
(c) Narmada (d) Krishna
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2015
Ans. (b)

The town Kalpi is situated in the Jalaun district of Uttar
Pradesh on the bank of river Yamuna. During the ancient
period, it was famous as 'Kalpriya', which was later known as
Kalpi. It was built during 4 century B.C. by King Vasudeva.

50. Match List-I (A) with List-II (B) and select the correct
answer from the codes given below the lists:

List-1 List-II
(Ancient Places of U.P.) (Capital)
A. Kuru 1. Saket

B. Panchal 2. Kaushambi
C. Kosala 3. Ahichhatra
D. Vatsa 4. Indraprastha
Code:

A B C D
(a 1 2 3 4
(b)) 4 3 1 2
(c) 3 4 2 1
d 4 2 3 1

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (b)

The location of 16 Mahajanapadas of the 6+ century B.C.
are found in Buddhist text “Anguttara Nikaya” and Jain
text “Bhagavati Sutra”. The correctly matched list of

Mahajanapadas and their Capitals is as follows:

Mabhajanapads Capitals

Kuru - Indraprastha

Panchal - Ahichhatra

Kosala - Saket

Vatsa - Kaushambi

51. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer
from the code given below the lists:
List—I List-I1
(Mahajanpadas) (Capitals)
A. Matsya 1. Mathura
B. Kuru 2. Potan
C. Sursena 3. Virat Nagar
D. Asmak 4. Indraprastha
Code :
A B C D
(a) 4 2 1 3
)3 1 4 2
(c) 3 4 1 2
(d) 2 3 4 1
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2020
Ans. (¢)

Correct match of List-I with List-11 is as follows :-
List—I List-11
(Mahajanpadas) (Capitals)
Matsya Virat Nagar
Kuru Indraprastha
Sursena Mathura

Asmak Potan
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52. Which of the following is not correctly matched ?
(a) Anga- Champa
(b) Kosala - Ahichhatra
(c) Vatsa - Kaushambi
(d) Matsya - Viratnagar
U.P. R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2017
Ans. (b)

The capital of Kosala kingdom was Saket and Shravasti. Rest

of the other options are correctly matched.

53. Which of the following is not correctly matched?

Eartly Medieval Present Status
Cities of Uttar Pradesh

(a) Koil — Aligarh

(b) Mahotsav Nagar ~ — Mahoba

(c) Mahoday Shree — Kannayj

(d) Jaijakbhukti — Kaushambi

U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (d)

Koil was ancient name of Aligarh. The Koil people came from
Kampilya and founded Kampilgarh which is now known as
Aligarh. Mahotsav nagar is ancient name of Mahoba which
meant city of great festival. Mahodaya shree is ancient
name of Kannauj which was capital of Harsha's empire.
Jejakabhukti was ancient name of Bundelhkhand and not
Kaushambi.

54. Who was the last King of Karnata dynasty?

(a) Harisimha

(b) Ramsimha

(c) Matisimha

(d) Shyamsimha

(¢) None of the above/More than one of the above

60™ to 62" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (a)

The last ruler of Karnata Dynasty was Harisimha Dev. He was
a great patron of art and literature. He was the pro founder

of Panji system.

Greek Invasion

*In the 6 century BC, there was an ambitious man named Ku-
rush or Sairus IT (558-529 BC) who established the Hakhamani
Empire in central Iran. Behistun, Parcipolis and Naksha-e-
Rustom inscriptions are of Dara I (522-486 BC) reign. These
inscriptions provide important information about India-Persia
relations. The 23 provinces in the empire of Dara-I have been
mentioned in Behistun inscription. *Herodotus described that
India was the twentieth province of Dara’s empire. *Tessius was
the State Doctor (Rajya Vaidya) of Antarjaraksin. A new script

named 'Kharoshti' originated out of the Iranian Aramaic script
evolved in Northwestern India as a result of the Persian rela-
tions. There were eight inheritors of Mahapadmananda found
in Puranas and Buddhist texts. *Dhanananda was the last ruler
of this dynasty who was also the contemporary of Alexander.
Greek writers referred him as Agramese. Xenophon describes
him as a wealthy person. Bhadrashal was his commander.

*After demolishing the Hakhamani Empire in 326 BC,
Alexander started his Indian campaign with a huge army.
After two years, he returned to Greek from Paatal in 325 BC.
*Ashwaka was a frontier republic at the time of the invasion
of Alexander, the capital of which was Massaga. According to
Greek writers, the women had taken up arms against Alexander
when a large number of men were killed in the war against him.
In the descriptions, it is found that Alexander killed all the
women of this town. *The realm of Puru (Porus) was located
between Jhelum and Chenab River. Alexander defeated him on
the bank of Jhelum river, but he was impressed by his courage
and became his friend and returned his state and also gifted

him some more areas.

1.  Which one of the following dynasties was ruling over

North India at the time of Alexander’s invasion ?

(a) Nanda (b) Maurya
(c) Sunga (d) Kanva
I.A.S. (Pre) 2000
Ans. (a)

There were eight inheritors of Mahapadmananda found in
Puranas and Buddhist texts. Dhanananda was the last ruler
of this dynasty who was also the contemporary of Alexander.
Greek writers referred him as Agramese. Xenophon describes

him as a wealthy person. Bhadrashal was his commander.

2.  Which one of the following rulers of Magadha was the
contemporary of Alexander, the Great ?
(b) Dhanananda
(d) Chandragupta Maurya
44+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2000

(a) Mahapadmananda
(c) Sukalpa

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

3. Consider the following statements:

Assertion (A) : After campaigning for nearly two years,
Alexander, the Great, left India in 325
B.C.

: He was defeated by Chandra Gupta
Maurya.

Reason (R)
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Select the correct answer from the codes given below :

Code :

(a) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).

(b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct
explanation of (A).

(c) (A) is true, but (R) is false.

(d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1998
Ans. (¢)

After demolishing the Hakhamani empire in 326 BC,

Alexander started his Indian campaign with a huge army.
After two years, he returned to Greek from Paatal in 325 BC.
But he was not defeated by Chandragupta Maurya. Thus,
Assertion (A) is true, but Reason (R) is false.

4. The women of which Indian republic or kingdom had
taken up arms against Alexander after a large number of
its soldiers had been killed or wounded in the battlefield ?
(a) Abhisara (b) Glausai
(c) Katha (d) Massaga

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2013

Ans. (d)

Ashwaka was a frontier republic at the time of the invasion of
Alexander, whose capital was Massaga. According to Greek
writers, the women had taken up arms against Alexander
when a large number of men were killed in the war against
him. This description described that Alexander had killed all
the women of this town.

5. Alexander’s success in India was due to the following :
1. There was no central power in India at that time
2. He had a superior army
3. He was helped by the traitorous Indian rulers
4. He was a good administrator
Select the correct answer from the following code :

(a) 1and 2 (b) 1,2and 3
(c) 2,3 and 4 (d) All the above
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2003
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2002
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2000
Ans. (b)

The first three reasons given behind the success of Alexander
in India are correct. Dr. Hemachandra Rai Chaudhary had
mentioned 28 independent powers of that time. It means there
was no central authority in India at that time. Undoubtedly
his (Alexander) army was superior. Many Indian traitor kings
like Ambhi supported him. Being good administrator was
not a reason behind his victory over India. Thus, option (b)
is the correct answer.

6. Name the brave Indian King whom Alexander defeated
on the bank of river Jhelum.
(a) Ambhi (b) Porus
(¢) Chandragupta Maurya (d) Mahapadma Nanda
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2013
Ans. (b)

The realm of Puru (Porus) was located between Jhelum and

Chenab river. Alexander defeated him on the bank of Jhelum
river, but he was impressed by his courage and became his
friend and returned his state and also gifted him some more

arcas.

7.  'Who one of the following had not come to India with
Alexander?
(a) Nearchus
(c) Deimachus

(b) Onesicritus

(d) Aristobulus
U.P.P.C.S. (Re. Exam) (Pre) 2015
Ans. (¢)

Deimachus had not come to India with Alexander. According
to Strabo, Seleucid emperor Antiochus sent his ambassador
in the court of Bindusara named as Deimachus.

8. The foremost Indo-Roman trading station in Eastern
India was :
(a) Rajgir
(c) Bhagrapir

(b) Arikamedu
(d) Tamluk

Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (b)

Arikamedu (Puducherry) was an important Indo-Roman
trading station in eastern India. Amphora jars and Arretine
ware have been found from here.

Maurya Empire

*Chandragupta Maurya is considered as one of the greatest
emperors of India. He was the first emperor who brought
together the small fragmented kingdoms of the country and
combined them into a single vast empire. He expanded his
empire to the edge of what is now known as Iran. He was the one
who first unified India politically. Kautilya had an exceptional
contribution to the establishment of Mauryan dynasty. He
was well known as ‘Vishnugupta’ and ‘Chanakya.” When
Chandragupta Maurya had the responsibility of united Indian
empire as emperor, Kautilya served as prime minister, advisor
and chief priest. He was the pioneer scholar of political science
and also known for his famous book “Arthashastra”. This is

one of the oldest book which is based on the political condition
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of India. *In the Junagarh inscription of Rudradaman of
150 A.D., there is a description of the construction of a dam
for irrigation by ‘Pushyagupta’, a provincial governor of
Chandragupta Maurya, in the state of Anarta and Saurashtra
(Gujarat). It proves that this part of western India was
included in the Mauryan Empire. Chandragupta defeated the
invading army of the ruler of the Eastern part of Alexander's
empire Seleucus, in 305 BC. *Mudrarakshasa authored by
Vishakhdutta provides the various information about the reign
of Chandragupta Maurya. Dhundiraja had written a commentary
on Mudhrarakshasa. In this drama, Chandragupta is described
as the son of Nandraja. This book depicts Chandragupta as
"Vrishal" and "Kulheen". Besides Mudrarakshasa, two other
works Vishakhadatta are - Devichandraguptam and Abhisari
Kavanchitakataken or Abhisarika- bandhitkam (unfounded).
*William Jones was the first scholar who recognized
Sandrokottos as Chandra Gupta Maurya. * Aerian and Plutarch
also described him as Androkottus. Justin, a Greek writer,
described the meeting of Sandrokottos and Alexander the Great.
*Greek writers have addressed Bindusara as ‘Amitrochates’,
as per the scholars - the Sanskrit form of Amitrochates is
Amitraghat (killer of enemies). Jain texts call him ‘Sim-
hasena’. In Jain texts, the name of the mother of Bindusara was
‘Durdhara’. According to Divyavadana, there was a revolt in
Taxila(Takshashila) in the time of Bindusara, for which he sent
his son Ashoka to suppress it. *According to Strabo, Antiochus
sent Deimachus as an ambassador to Bindusara’s court. *Ac-
cording to Pliny, King of Ptolemy II Philadelphus of Egypt
sent Dionysus as an ambassador to Mauryan’s court. Bindusara
demanded three items from the ruler of Syria. These items were
- sweet wines, dry figs and philosopher. Antiochus sent all the
other things except philosophers to Bindusara.

According to Buddhist evidence, Ashoka was appointed as the
viceroy of Avanti (Ujjayini) during his father’s reign. *Except
Assam and Deep South, entire India was under Ashoka’s em-
pire. *Ashoka sat on the throne of Magadha around 269B.C. *In
his inscriptions everywhere he is called ‘Devanampiya’,
‘Devanapiyadasi’, which means 'Beloved of the Gods'. Ashoka
announced the logical and practical ‘Dhamma Niti’ to be
followed by his pupils easily. *Ashoka’s ‘Dhamma’ is based
on ethical principles which were not related to any commu-
nity but declared for the welfare of humanity. * According to

Sinhalese folklore — “Dipavamsa” and “Mahavamsa”, the

Third Buddhist Council was held in “Pataliputra” during the
reign of Ashoka. The chairperson of this Buddhist Council was
Moggaliputta Tissa, the famous Buddhist mendicant. * Asho-
kan inscriptions describe the history of Ashoka properly. The
inscription can be divided into three classes;

(1) Rock inscription/petrograph

(2) Column inscription

(3) Cave inscription

Rock inscription is the group of 14 various inscriptions which
were found at eight different places — Shahbazgarhi, Mansehra,
Kalsi, Girnar, Dhauli, Jaugada, Yerraguddi and Sopara. *Most
of the inscriptions of Ashoka are written in Prakrit language
and Brahmi script, only two inscriptions, Shahbajgarhi and
Mansehra are in Kharoshti script. *One ruined inscription,
written in Aramaic script is found from Taxila. Shar-i-Kuna
(Kandhar Inscription) is in the bilingual (Greek Aramaic)
script.

* Ashoka built the first hospital and herbal garden in India.
He established hospitals, public gardens, and gardens for the
growing of medicinal herbs. He also organized digging of wells
and planting of a tree for shades.

*Sri Lanka was not the part of Ashoka’s territory. The second
inscription of Ashoka clarifies that Chola, Pandayas,
Sattiyaputta, Keralaputta and Tamraparni (Sri Lanka) were
not the part of Mauryan reign. That’s why they were called
edge states. Some of the names of officials were found from
the edicts of Ashoka, which are mentioned below —
YUKTA — These were the district officials who used to collect
revenue.

RAJJUKA - Rajjuka was a category of officials in the rural
area which worked as surveyors.

PRADESHIKA — It was a top official of the division. It can
be compared with the current divisional commissioner. They
used to perform judicial work also.

*The convoy of merchants was called as Sarthwah which is
described in “Arthashastra” by Kautilya.

*Sarnath Pillar was constructed by Ashoka. On top of this
pillar, the shape of the lion is built which is the symbol of
power. This replica is taken by the Indian government as its
national emblem. These pillars are the best example of Mauryan
architecture. *In 1837, James Prinsep became the first
scholar who deciphered Ashoka’s inscription (Brahmi script).

The edicts in Brahmi script mentioned a King Devanampiya
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Piyadassi which Prinsep initially assumed was a Sri Lankan
King. Later, the fact was revealed that according to Singhali
hearsay, Dipvamsa and Mahavamsha, the sobriquet was used
for Ashoka. At last in 1915, Maski inscription (Karnataka)
finalised the name of ‘Ashoka.” *Kharoshti script was written
from right to left in ancient India. It is mainly the script of
north-west India.

*Ashoka visited Lumbini after 20" year his coronation. To
mark the birthplace of Buddha, the pillar at Rummindei was
erected along with some sacred stone structure. He exempted
religious tax on Lumbini as it was the birthplace of Buddha and
reduced the rate of land revenue from 1/6 to 1/8.

The name of Ashoka is mentioned in Gujjara minor rock
edict located in Datia district, Madhya Pradesh. It was laid at
the main road through Ujjain to Bharuch.

*Victory in Kalinga war was the greatest event of Ashoka’s
reign. The 13™ rock edict provides clear evidence of Kalinga
war. It says King Piyadasi (Ashoka) conquered Kalinga, eight
years after his coronation, i.e. in 261 BC. He felt deep remorse
for having conquered Kalinga on this edict. The reasons which
prompted Ashoka to invade Kalinga were both political and
economical. The territory of Kalinga was like a bridge between
north and south. People of Kalinga dominated the Indian
Ocean and controlled the overseas trade. Their supremacy on
the eastern seacoast virtually closed the sea routes in the east
for the Magadhan merchants. Similarly, the land routes for
internal trade from the Gangetic valley toward Deccan were also
controlled by Kalinga. If Kalinga remained independent, the
overseas and land trades of Magadha would be affected. That is
why it was necessary to invade Kalinga for Mauryan dynasty.
*In the first rock edict, Ashok inscribed as- "here no living
beings are to be slaughtered or offered in sacrifice". Formerly
in the kitchen of King Piyadasi, hundreds of thousands of
animals were killed every day to make curry. But now with
the writing of this Dhamma edict, only three animals, two
peacocks, and a deer are killed and even the deer not always.

And in future, not even these three creatures will be killed.”

*The rock edict second and thirteen of Ashoka tells us about
the Sangam Kingdom of Chola, Pandya, Satiyaputta and
Kerelaputta. 13-inscription of Ashoka provides information

that he had a cordial relation with five Yavana kings namely-

Antioch (Antiochus II Theos — the ruler of Syria), Turmaya

or Turamaya (Ptolemy II Philadelphus — The ruler of Egypt),
Antakini or Anikini (Antigonus Gonatas — The ruler of
Macedonia), Mag, Makmaas or Megaras (The ruler of
Cyrene), Alik Sundar or Aliero Sentro (Alexander Epirus or
the king of Epirus). *The earliest known copper plate, known
as Sohgaura is a Mauryan record that mentions earliest royal
order to preserve the food-grains to be utilized during the
famine in the country. *The other, the Mahasthan inscription
of Bogre district also describes the relief measures adopted
during a famine in the region. The earliest epigraphic record
of land grants on the basis of religion in India is found in the
inscription of Satavahana. Mauryan emperors did not grant any
land on religious basis.

*From the perspective of architecture, the Stupa of Sanchi
is considered as best. Sanchi is located in Raisen district of
Madhya Pradesh. This stupa was built by Ashoka. *The stupa
of Bharhut is situated in Satna district of Madhya Pradesh,
which is dated approx 3« century B.C. Both Sanchi and Bharhut
stupas were discovered by Alexander Cunningham. *Amravati
Stupa is located on the right bank of Krishna river in the Guntur
district of Andhra Pradesh. Lord Mackenzie traced this Stupa
in 1797. *Dhamekh Stupa of Varanasi is related with Gupta
period. Bhabru inscription proves Ashoka as Buddhist.
In the same inscription, he referred to himself as ‘Piyadasi
Raja’ Magadha, i.e. the king of Magadha. After accepting
the Buddhist religion, Ashoka stopped hunting and started
pilgrimage trips. First, he visited Bodhgaya. The sequence of
his religious trip is- Lumbini, Kapilvastu, Bodhgaya, Sarnath,
Kushingara, Shravasti.*The name of the five provinces of the

Mauryan Empire is found on the Ashokan inscriptions —

Province Capital
Uttarapatha Taxila
Avantiratha Ujjayini
Kalinga Tosli
Dakshinapatha Suvarnagiri
Prachyapatha Pataliputra

*Megasthenese was a Greek historian who came to India
in the fourth century B.C. as a representative or ambassador
of Seleucus Nicator. He lived in the court of Chandragupta
Maurya for five years. He has written about contemporary
India and also about Chandragupta's reign in his book entitled

“Indica.” *Municipal administration of Pataliputra town is
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described in Magesthense’s ‘Indica.” * According to this book,
Pataliputra was governed by a 30 member municipal council.
It was divided into six main committees which had five
members each. The 6" board was responsible for the collection
of sales tax. This board made sure that every citizen must pay
one-tenth of their earning as sales taxes to the government.
The culprits were punished with a death sentence. He called
the town officials as 'Astynomoi'.

*Megasthenese divided Mauryan society into seven categories
which are as follows :

(1) Philosophers (2) Farmers (3) Herdsmen (4) Artisans
(5) Military (Soldier) (6) Overseers or Spies (7) Assessors.
Megasthenese does not mention slavery in India. According to
him, no one could marry outside his caste, and no one could
take to an occupation other than the one fixed for his caste.
*Mauryan emperors played a major role in the development
of culture, art and literature. Chandragupta’s empire spread
over from Iran in the north-west to present north Karnataka in
the south. “Bhaga” and “Bali” were the sources of revenue
in ancient India. According to Arthashastra, King was the
owner of the land. He had a share in produce from the land.
This tax was known as ‘Bhaga’ whereas ‘Bali was also a
source of revenue.

* Agronomoi was known as district officers. Shulkadhyaksha
used to collect various trade and service tax and Akradhyaksha
controlled mines. The maintenance of crown land was done
by Sitadhyaksha in Mauryan period. Revenue collected
through this tax was known as 'Sita'. *Revenue collection
was regulated by Samaharta in Mauryan ministerial council.
*Antapal looked after border forts while the Pradeshtha
was an administrator of commissionaries. *Mauryan officer
Pautavadhyaksha was in charge of weights and measures
while Panyadhyaksha was the in charge of the Commerce
Department, and Sunadhyaksha was the chief of the
slaughterhouse. *‘Pankodakasannirodhe’ was the penalty
in Mauryan administration for throwing dirt or causing mud
and water to collect on the roads. *The Arthashastra mentions
two types of courts:

*Dharmasthiya which is analogous with modern civil
courts and Kantakshodhana which is analogous to modern

criminal courts.
*The town administration was governed by municipalities

during the Mauryan period, whose chief was ‘Nagrak’ or

"Purmukhya". *Megasthenese mentioned six committees
of five members municipal council of Pataliputra. Its third
committee maintained the record of registration of birth
and death certificates. This job is still carried out by
municipal administration. * Arthashastra allows the divorce
to a wife deserted by her husband. Divorce was prevalent in
the Mauryan period. Wife had the right to divorce on the basis
of long abroad stay off her husband and being physically
handicapped. Similarly, the husband had also the right to
leave his wife for being barren or adulteress. *The system
to govern villages through autonomous elected panchayats
was evolved by Cholas. This custom was the base of village
administration during that time. Village Assembly was
independent to take any decision regarding any matter related
to the village in the Mauryan period.

*It is mentioned clearly in Manusmriti that a widower, whose
wife is dead, could remarry but a widow whose husband is
dead, was not permitted for remarriage.

The foreign invaders who did not follow priestly customs or
local traditions (Shakas, Kushans Hunas, Pratihar) were stated
as ‘Fallen Kshatriyas’ in Manusmriti.

*Last Mauryan emperor was Brihadratha. Brihadratha was
assassinated by his commander/licutenant Pushyamitra
Shunga in 184 B.C. Pushyamitra Shunga established a new
dynasty which is known as Shunga Dynasty. Pushyamitra
Shunga was a fanatic Brahmin. He completed two Ashwamedh
Yajnas. These two events were organised in the supervision of
Patanjali, who wrote Mahabhashya.

*The last king of Shunga dynasty, Devabhuti was killed
by a conspiracy of his ‘Amatya’ Vasudeva. According to
Vayupurana, the last ruler of the Kanva dynasty, Susharma

was deposed by his Andhrian servant Simuk.

1. First Indian Empire was established by:-
(a) Kanishka (b) Harsh
(¢) Chandra Gupta Maurya (d) Samundragupta
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2002
Ans. (¢)

Chandragupta Maurya is considered as one of the greatest
emperors of India. He was the first emperor who brought
together the small fragmented kingdoms of the country and
combined them into a single large empire. He expanded his
empire to the edge of what is now known as Iran. He was

the one who first unified India politically.
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2. The first Empire was established by which ruler in

India?

(a) Chandragupta Maurya

(b) Ashoka

(c) Kanishka

(d) Chandragupta II Vikramaditya

(e) None of the above/More than one of the above

66" B.P.S.C. Re-Exam (Pre) 2020

Ans (a)

| See the explanation of above question. |

3. Which among the following is India’s oldest dynasty?
(a) Gupta (b) Maurya
(c) Vardhana (d) Kushana
Uttarakhand Lower Sub. (Pre) 2010
Ans. (b)

6. 'Who of the following mentions about the meeting
of Sandrokottos (Chandragupta Maurya) with
Alexander, the Great

(a) Pliny (b) Justin
(c) Strabo (d) Megasthenese
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (b)

Justin, a Greek writer, described the meeting of Sandrokottos
and Alexander the Great.

7. 'Who was called as 'Sandrocottos' by Justin, the Greek
Writer?
(a) Chandragupta Maurya (b) Chandragupta I
(c) Chandragupta I1 (d) Samudragupta
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (a)

| See the explanation of above question. |

Among the above options, Mauryan dynasty is India’s oldest
dynasty because its ruled from 321 B.C. to 184 BC. It was
established by Chandragupta Maurya. Afterwards, Kushan
dynasty, Gupta dynasty (275 to 550 CE) and Vardhana

dynasty ruled over ancient India.

4. Chandragupta Maurya figures prominently in the book
of —
(a) Bhasa
(c) Vishakhadatta

(b) Sudraka

(d) Ashvaghosha
46" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2004

Ans. (¢)

Mudrarakshasa authored by Vishakhadatta provides various

information about the reign of Chandragupta Maurya.
Dhundiraja had written a commentary on Mudrarakshasa. In
this drama, Chandragupta is described as the son of Nandraja.

This book depicts Chandragupta as "Vrishal" and "Kulheen".

5. Who recognized Sandrokottos as Chandra Gupta
Maurya?
(a) William Jones

(c) R. K. Mukherjee

(b) V. Smith

(d) D. R. Bhandarkar
48~ to 52+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (a)

William Jones was the first scholar who recognised
Sandrokottos as Chandra Gupta Maurya. Aerian and Plutarch

also described him as Androkottus.

8. Kautilya was prime minister of —
(a) Chandragupta Vikramaditya
(b) Ashoka
(c) Chandragupta Maurya
(d) King Janak
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2002
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2002
Ans. (¢)

Kautilya had an unforgettable contribution in the establishment
of Mauryan dynasty. He was well known as ‘Vishnugupta’
and ‘Chanakya.” When Chandragupta Maurya had the
responsibility of united Indian empire as emperor, Kautilya
served as prime minister, advisor and chief priest. He was
the pioneer scholar of political science and also known for
his famous book ’Arthashastra”. This is one of the oldest
books which is based on the political condition of India.

9. By which name was Chanakya known in his childhood ?
(b) Chanakya
(d) Deogupta

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2006

(a) Ajaya
(c) Vishnugupta

Ans. (¢)

Sage Chanak gave his son the name Chanakya. The ancient
Arthashastra has been traditionally attributed to Chanakya
by a number of scholars. Arthashastra identifies its author by
the name of Kautilya, except for one verse that refers to him
by the name of Vishnugupta. In the question, the name of
Chanakya in childhood is asked, so, from the above-options
Vishnugupta is found to be the most appropriate answer.
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According to researcher Trobman, Chanakya or Kautilya is
presumably the name of the author’s gotra (Clan).

10. Another name of Chanakya was :
(a) Bhattswami (b) Vishnugupta
(c) Rajshekhar (d) Vishakhdatta
L.A.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question. |

11. The Arthashastra of Kautilya is a
(a) Play about Chandragupta Maurya
(b) Biography
(c) History of Chandragupta Maurya
(d) Book on Principles of Government
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2012
Ans. (d)

Arthashastra by Kautilya is the treatise on polity during
the Mauryan monarch/kingdom. The Saptang theory of
the state was firstly introduced in it, which includes the
seven elements of the states, these are — The King (Swami),
Minister (Amatya), Territory (Janpada), Fort (Durg), Treasury
(Kosa), Army (Danda) and Allies (Mitra). Arthashastra gives
its detailed description about the then administration and

agrarian system.

12. Kautilya's Arthashastra is a book on -:

(a) economic relations

(b) principles and practice of statecraft

(c) foreign policy

(d) wealth accumulation

(e) None of the above/More than one of the above

63" B.P.S.C (Pre.) 2017

Ans (e)

| See the explanation of above question. |

13. Which one of the following is the seventh part of the
State according to Saptang Theory of State?

(a) Janapada (b) Durga
(c) Mitra (d) Kosha
U.P.P.C.S. (Re. Exam) (Pre) 2015
Ans. (¢)

According to Saptang Theory of State, Mitra (Ally) is the
seventh part of the state ; Ally is like the ear of the state.
Allies of King assist him in peace and war. In this context,
Kautilya differentiates between idealistic and fake allies.
Natural is better than artificial. Any King, whose friend is
greedy, prurient and coward, ruin is inevitable.

14. Kautilya’s Arthashastra deals with the aspects of —
(a) Economic life (b) Political policies
(c) Religious life (d) Social life
45+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2001
Ans. (b)

Arthashastra renders a wide range of information about
Mauryan dynasty. This is the unique saga of political policies.

15. Which of the following can be compared to ‘Prince’ of

Machiavelli ?

(a) Kalidasa's 'Malvikagnimitram'

(b) Kautilya's 'Arthashastra’

(c) Vatsyayana's 'Kamasutra'

(d) Thiruvalluvar's 'Thirukkural'

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1994

Ans. (b)

Arthashastra is the unique book of political science which
is compared with "Prince" of Machiavelli, the great Italian
thinker.

16. Deimachus came to India during the reign of —
(a) Chandragupta Maurya
(b) Bindusara
(c) Ashoka
(d) Kanishka
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (b)

According to Strabo, Syrian king Antiochus-Soter sent
his ambassador Deimachus to the court of Bindusara. He

replaced Megasthenes.

17. Chandragupta’s palace situated at Pataliputra is
mainly made up of —

(a) Bricks (b) Stones
(c) Woods (d) Clays
41+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (¢)

The archaeological remains of the Mauryan period have
been discovered in Bulandibagh and Kumrahar near
Patna (Ancient Pataliputra). It is known that the palace of
Chandragupta Maurya was made of woods. The excavation
was carried out by D.B. Spooner. The remains of the
city wall from Bulandibagh and the remains of palace
from Kumbhrar have been found during the excavation.

18. The remains of which ancient city have been found at
the Kumrahar site ?
(a) Vaishali
(c) Kapilavastu

(b) Pataliputra
(d) Shravasti

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2011
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.
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19. Bulandibagh was ancient site of :
(b) Pataliputra
(d) Varanasi
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008

(a) Kapilavastu
(c) Vaishali

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

20. Who amongst the following Mauryan rulers did
conquer the Deccan?
(a) Ashoka

(c) Bindusara

(b) Chandragupta
(d) Kunala

46» B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (b)

The founder of the Mauryan dynasty, Chandragupta Maurya
conquered the Deccan plateau. Jain and Tamil sources
inscriptions found at various sites of southern India proved
that Chandragupta Maurya expanded his empire into Deccan
trap. Inscriptions of Ashoka were also found from many sites
of the southern part of India, but he conquered the Kalinga
only. In this situation, Chandragupta should be given the
credit of Deccan Victory as Victory of Bindusara is doubtful

and history never remembered him as a victor.

21. Who was the first king to conquer Malwa, Gujarat and
Maharashtra?
(a) Harsh
(c) Vikramaditya

(b) Skandgupta

(d) Chandragupta Maurya
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1991

Ans. (d)

The unification of India had taken proper shape in the
leadership of Chandragupta Maurya. Early victories of
Chandragupta Maurya stretched his boundaries from
Beas to Indus river. Inscription of Rudradaman proved
his sovereignty over Western India. The unified Mauryan
empire extended from Bengal and Assam in the east to

modern-day Afghanistan in the west, to Kashmir and

Nepal in the north and the Deccan plateau in the south.

22. The Inscription which proves Chandragupta’s sway
over western India is:
(a) Kalinga Rock Inscription

(b) Girnar Rock Inscription of Ashoka

(c) Junagarh Rock Inscription of Rudradaman
(d) Sopara Rock Inscription of Ashoka

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996
39« B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (¢)

The description of the construction of irrigation dam by
Mauryan provincial governor “Pushyagupta” was found from
the Junagarh rock inscription of Rudradaman which clearly
proves that this western part of India was once the part of
Mauryan empire.

23. In which of the following metals the Karddamaka
Kdshatrapas issued and very rare coins?

(a) Copper (b) Silver
(c) Potin (d) Gold
U.P.B.E.O. (Pre.) 2019
Ans. (a)

Karddamaka ruler's coinage can be categorised into two
categories. 1* are those silver coins, which were quite
frequent during the kshatrapas rule. 2™ are potin coins.
Karddamaka ruler Chastana issued both silver & copper coin.
Question is asked about rare coins, so correct answer will
be option (a) copper, as copper coins were quite rare during
Karddamaka rulers reign.

24. That Gujarat was included in the Kingdom of

Chandragupta Maurya is proved by

(a) Greek accounts

(b) Junagarh Rock Inscription of Rudradaman

(c) Jain tradition

(d) Pillar Edict II of Ashoka

U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Mains) 2010

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

25. Which Indian king defeated Seleucus, the administrator
of Sindh and Afghanistan appointed by Alexander -

(a) Samudragupta (b) Ashok
(c) Bindusar (d) Chandragupta
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2008

Ans. (d)

Chandragupta Maurya defeated the invader army of Seleucus
in 305 BC. Seleucus was the governor of the eastern
Macedonian empire.

26. In which year Chandragupta Maurya had defeated

Seleucus?
(a) 317 B.C. (b) 315B.C.
(c) 305 B.C. (d) 300 B.C.
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2014
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.
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27. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer
from the codes given below :

List-I List-II
(Samudra Gupta's (Their Kingdoms)
Contemporary Kings)
A. Dhananjaya 1. Avamukta
B. Nilaraja 2. Kanchi
C. Ugrasena 3. Kushalpura
D. Vishnugopa 4. Palaka
Codes :
A B C D
(a1 2 3 4
(b) 2 1 4 3
(c) 3 1 4 2
(d) 4 3 2 1
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (¢)
The correctly matched list is as follows -
List-1 List-11
(Samudra Gupta's (Their Kingdoms)
Contemporary Kings)
Dhananjaya Kushalpura
Nilaraja Avamukta
Ugrasena Palaka
Vishnugopa Kanchi

28. The given map relates to :

(a) Kaniska at the time of his death.
(b) Samudragupta after the close of his South Indian
campaign.
(c) Ashoka towards the close of his reign.
(d) Empire of Thaneswar on the eve of Harsha’s accession.
LA.S. (Pre) 1998
Ans. (¢)

The given map is related to Ashoka. Ashoka’s rock and pillar
edicts give us the correct information about his empire. The

whole India came under the kingdom of Ashoka, except

Assam and some of the southern part of India.

29. Who established ‘Rajdharma’ on triplex bases of

longanimity, liberty and compassion ?

(a) Ashoka (b) Akbar
(c) Ranjit Singh (d) Shivaji
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1993

Ans. (a)

Ashoka announced the logical and practical ‘Dhamma Niti’
to be followed by his pupils easily. Ashoka’s ‘Dhamma’
is based on ethical principles which were not related to
any community but declared for welfare of the humanity.

Longanimity, liberty and compassion were triplex bases.

30. Which one territory of the following was not a part of
Ashoka’s empire?
(a) Afghanistan
(c) Sri Lanka

(b) Bihar
(d) Kalinga

42+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (¢)

Sri Lanka was not part of Ashoka’s territory. The second
inscription of Ashoka clarifies that Chola, Pandayas,
Sattiyaputta, Keralaputta and Tamraparni (Sri Lanka) were
not the part of Mauryan reign. That’s why they were called

as edge states.

31. Ashoka won the Avanti Mahajapad and merged in the
Mauryan empire during Bindusara ruled. What text
does it refer to?

(a) Samant Pasadika of Buddha Ghosh
(b) Arthashastra of Kautilya

(c) Ashtadhyayi of Panini

(d) Mahabhashya of Patanjali

M.P.P.C.S. (Pre.) 2020
Ans (a)
Ashoka won the Avanti Mahajanpad and merged it in the
Mauryan empire during Bindusara rule. This is mentioned
in the Samant Pasadika written by Buddha Ghosh.

32. In which of the following inscriptions of Ashoka,
mention has been made of South Indian kingdoms?
(a) Third Major Rock Edict
(b) Second Major Rock Edict
(c) Ninth Major Rock Edict
(d) First Pillar Inscription
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U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2016
Ans. (b)

There are 14 major rock edicts of Ashoka. Major Rock Edict
11, describes the presence of Pandyas, Sattiyaputta, Keralputta

and Tamraparni kingdom of South India.

33. India’s first hospital and herbal gardens were built by ?
(a) Ashoka
(c) Lord Mahavir

(b) Chandragupta Maurya
(d) Dhanvantari
U.P. Lower Sub. (Mains) 2015
Ans. (a)
Ashoka built the first hospital and herbal garden in India.

He founded hospitals, public gardens, and gardens for the
growing of medicinal herbs. He also organized digging of
wells and planting of a tree for shades and created a ministry

for the care of the aborigines and subject races of India.

34. “Inspite of being Buddhist, Ashoka did not leave belief

in Hinduism” validation of this fact is:—

(a) Pilgrims

(b) Belief in Moksha

(c) Epithet of “Devanampriya.”

(d) establishment of veterinary hospitals

R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1999

Ans. (¢)

The coronation of Ashoka was held in 269 B.C. He was
named as ‘Devanampriya,” ‘Devanampriyadarshi’ in his
inscription which means beloved of Gods or handsome by

looks. This indicates his belief in Hindu religion.

35. Which of the following sources mention the occurrence of
the third Buddhist Council during the reign of Ashoka:
1. Inscriptions of Ashoka
2. Dipavamsa
3. Mahavamsa
4. Divyavadana
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

(@ 1,2 (b) 2,3
(c) 3,4 d 1,4
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999
Ans. (b)

According to Sinhalese folklore —“Dipavamsa” and
“Mahavamsa”, the Third Buddhist Council was held in
“Pataliputra” during the reign of Ashoka. The chairperson of
this Buddhist Council was Moggaliputta Tissa, the famous
Buddhist mendicant.

36. A Buddhist Council during the reign of Ashoka was
held at —
(a) Magadha
(c) Samastipur

(b) Pataliputra
(d) Rajgriha

45+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2001
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

37. The following Mauryan rulers were the followers of
Buddhism —
1. Chandragupta 2. Ashoka

4. Dasaratha

Select the correct answer —

3. Bindusara

(a) 1and?2 (b) 2 and 3
(c) 3and 4 (d) 2and 4
(e) 1and3
Chhattisgarh P.C.S (Pre) 2013
Ans. (d)

Ashoka and his grandson Dasaratha were the followers of
Buddhism. Dasaratha also adopted the title “Devanama” as
his grandfather Ashoka.

38. Rajjuka’s were:
(a) Traders in the Chola Kingdom
(b) Officers in the Mauryan administration
(c) Feudal Lords in the Gupta empire
(d) Soldiers in the Saka army
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (b)

‘Rajjuka’ officials were mentioned on the edicts of Ashoka.
Rajjukas were categories of officials in the rural areas, who
worked as surveyors combined with judicial functions with
assessment duties.

39. What was “Sarthwah” ?
(a) Brokers
(c) Moneylender

(b) Convoy of Merchants
(d) Pilgrims
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008
Ans. (b)

The convoy of merchants was called as Sarthwah which is
described in “Arthashastra” by Kautilya.

40. Which one of the following officials was not a part of
the Mauryan administration?
(a) Agraharika (b) Yukta
(c) Pradeshika (d) Rajjuka
R.A.S/R.T.S. (Re. Exam) (Pre) 2013
Ans. (a)
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Some of the names of officials were found from the edicts
of Ashoka. His 3« edicts Mentioned three (3) officers which
are mentioned below —

YUKTA — These were the district officials there to collect
revenue.

RAJJUKA — Rajjuka was a category of officials in the rural
area which worked as surveyors.

PRADESHIKA — He was a top official of the division. He
can be compared with the modern day commissioner. They

used to performed judicial work also.

41. Sarnath Pillar was built by —
(a) Harshavardhana
(c) Gautam Buddha

(b) Ashoka

(d) Kanishka
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2008
Ans. (b)

Sarnath Pillar was constructed by Ashoka. On top of this
pillar, the shape of the lion is built which is the symbol of
power. This replica is taken by the Indian government as its
national sign. These pillars are the best example of Mauryan
architecture. All columns of the Mauryan era are constructed

from sandstones of Chunar.

42. Which one of the following is considered the best Stupa ?
(b) Bharhut
(d) Sarnath

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2008

(a) Amravati
(c) Sanchi

Ans. (¢)

From the perspective of architecture, the Stupa of Sanchi is
considered as the best. Sanchi is located in Raisen district of
Madhya Pradesh. This stupa was built by Ashoka. It is famous
across the world for its stupas, monasteries, temples and
pillars, which dated back to the 3« century B.C. Thus option
(c) is the right answer. The stupa of Bharhut is situated in
Satna district of Madhya Pradesh. Sanchi and Bharhut stupas
were discovered by Alexander Cunningham. Amravati Stupa
is located on the right bank of Krishna river in the Guntur
district of Andhra Pradesh. Lord Mackenzie traced this
Stupa in 1797. Dhamekh Stupa of Varanasi is related with
the Gupta period. This stupa is designed on the flat surface
of the ruthless plain.

43. Who of the following ruler constructed the ‘Sanchi
Stupa’?

(b) Ashoka
(d) Pusyamitra
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1991

(a) Bimbisara
(c) Harshavardhana

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

44. Who constructed the ‘Sanchi Stupa’?

(b) Kautilya

(d) Ashoka
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1995
M.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 2006
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2012

(a) Chandragupta
(c) Gautam Buddha

Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

45. Match List-I with List-IT and select the correct answer
by using the codes given below :
List-I (Place) List-II (Monuments/Ruins)
A. Kaushambi 1. Dhamek Stupa
B. Kushinagar 2. Ghositarama Monastery

C. Sarnath 3. Ranabhar Stupa
D. Shravasti 4. Sahet-Mahet
Code :

A B C D
(a) 2 1 3 4
b 4 3 2 1
(c) 2 3 1 4
d 4 2 1 3

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2010
Ans. (¢)

The correctly matched list is as follows :

List-I (Place) List-IT (Monuments/Ruins)

Kaushambi - Ghositarama Monastery
Kushinagar - Ranabhar Stupa
Sarnath - Dhamek Stupa
Shravasti - Sahet-Mahet

46. Who among the following had made Varanasi his

second capital?

(a) Ajatshatru

(b) Kalashok

(¢) Mahapadmanand

(d) Shishunag

U.P. P.C.S. (GIC) 2017

Ans. (*)
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Varanasi was the capital of Kashi Mahajanapada in 6%
Century BC. Bindusar, the ruler of Haryank dynasty, got
Kashi as dowry by marrying Mahakoshala (the sister of
Kosala king Prasenjit). Later, when Shishunag made Girivraj,
his capital (Shishunag made Vaishali his second capital) at
that time he appointed his son as the Deputy king of Varanasi.
So, it is not clear who made Varanasi his second capital. It
is noteworthy that UPPSC has considered option (d) as the
correct answer.

47. In the course of pilgrimage, Emperor Ashoka visited
the following places. Which route did he follow ?
Select the correct answer from the codes given below :

1. Gaya 2. Kapilavastu
3. Kushinagar 4. Lumbini

5. Sarnath 6. Shravasti
Code :

(a) 1,2,3,4,5and 6
(c)4,5,6,3,2and 1

(b) 1,3,4,2,5and 6

(d) 4,2,1,5,3and 6
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999

Ans. (d)

After accepting the Buddhist religion, Ashoka stopped
hunting and started pilgrimage trips. He went to Bodhgaya
after 10 years of his coronation and Rummandai after 20
years. Historian Vincent Arthur Smith has placed dhamma
voyage (dhamma yatra) in Ashoka with upgupta his book
Indian legends of Ashoka based on historical facts in the
following order - Lumbini, Kapilvastu, Bodhgaya, Sarnath,
Kushinagar, Shravasti.

48. Language used in the inscriptions of Ashoka is ?
(a) Sanskrit (b) Prakrit
(c) Pali (d) Hindi
44~ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2000
Ans. (b)

Ashokan inscriptions describe the history of Ashoka properly.
The inscription can be divided into three classes;

(1) Rock inscription / petrograph

(2) Column inscription

(3) Cave inscription.

Rock inscription is the group of 14 various inscriptions which
were found at eight different places —

Shahbazgarhi, Mansehra, Kalsi, Girnar, Dhauli, Jaugada,
Yerraguddi and Sopara. Most of the inscription of Ashoka
are written in Prakrit language and Brahmi script, only two
inscriptions, Shahbajgarhi and Mansehra’s are in Kharoshti
script. One ruined inscription, written in Aramaic script,
found from Taxila. Shar-i-Kuna (Kandhar Inscription) is
in the bilingual (Greek-Aramaic) script while one Aramaic
script of Ashokan inscription was obtained from Laghman.

49. Which one of the following Ashokan inscription is in
“Kharosthi” script?
(a) Khalsi
(c) Shahbazgarhi

(b) Girnar

(d) Meerut
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

50. The earliest inscription on stone was in which language?

(a) Pali (b) Sanskrit
(c) Prakrit (d) Brahmi
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2009
Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question. |

51. Ashokan inscriptions in north-western part of the
Mauryan Empire near Peshawar were in:
(a) Brahmi Script (b) Aramaic Script
(c) Devanagari Script  (d) Kharoshthi Script

Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (d)

Most of the inscription of Ashoka are written in Parkrit
language and Brahmi script, only two inscription,
Shahbajagarhi and Manshera's (Kyber Pakhtunkhwa province
near Peshawar, Pakistan) are in Kharoshthi script.

52. Which one of the following scripts of ancient India was
written from right to left?
(a) Brahmi (b) Sharada
(c) Kharosthi (d) Nandanagari
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2019
Ans. (¢)

The Kharosthi Script in an ancient script used by the ancient
Gandhara culture of South Asia primarily in modern-day
Afghanistan & Pakistan Kharoshti was A cursive script

written from right to left.

53. The Brahmi script was first deciphered by letters
inscribed on —

(a) Stone tablets (b) Seal
(c) Pillars (d) Coins
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2008

Ans. (a)

The Brahmi script was first deciphered through the letters
inscribed on stone tablets. Sir James Prinsep was the first
philologist who accomplished the task of deciphering the
script of Ashokan inscription so, option (a) is the correct

answer.
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54. The first scholar who read Ashokan edicts was —

(a) Buhler (b) Robert Sebel
(c) James Prinsep (d) Cordriguttan
U.P.P.C.S. (GIC) 2010
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2006

LA.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

55. Ashokan inscriptions were first deciphered by

(b) George Buhler

(d) Ahmad Hasan Dani
U.P.P.S.C. (R.I.) 2014

(a) James Prinsep
(c) Vincent Smith

Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

56. Who first deciphered the Brahmi script ?

(a) A. Cunningham (b) A.H. Dani
(c) Buhler (d) James Prinsep
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008
48 to 52+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

57. Who was the First Britisher to study Ashoka’s edicts?
(b) Harry Smith
(d) James Prinsep
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2003

(a) John Tower
(c) Charles Metcalfe

Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

58. Who of the following had first decipher the edicts of
Emperor Ashoka?
(a) George Buhler
(c) Max Muller

(b) James Prinsep
(d) William Jones

LA.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

59. Pre-Ashokan Brahmi script was found at :

(b) Anuradhapura

(d) Maski

U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2008

(a) Nagarjunakonda
(c) Brahmagiri

Ans. (b)

Pre-Ashokan Brahmi script was found at Anuradhapura, Sri
Lanka. Piparaha, Sohgoura, Mahasthan are the sites from

where evidence of such script has been found.

60. Which one of the following scripts of ancient India was
written from right to left?
(a) Brahmi
(c) Sharada

(b) Nandnagari
(d) Kharoshti

LA.S. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (d)

Kharoshti script was written from right to left in ancient
India. It is mainly the script of north-west India.The study of
Kharosthi palacography began with the decipherment of the
script which was accomplished through the efforts of Masson,
Prinsep, Lassen, Norris, and Cunningham.

61. The name by which Ashoka is referred to his inscriptions
is:
(a) Chakravarti
(c) Dharmakirti

(b) Dharmadeva
(d) Priyadarshi
65" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2019

LA.S. (Pre) 1995
Ans. (d)

The name by which Ashoka is referred on his inscription

is "Priyadarshi", "Devanampiya Piyadasi" which means
"Beloved of the Gods". He has also been stated as "Ashok
Vardhan" in Puranas.

62. Which of the kings has been mentioned as ‘Piyadassi’
and ‘Devanampriya’ in inscriptions?
(a) Chandragupta Maurya
(b) Ashoka
(c) Samudragupta
(d) Harshavardhana
M.P.P. C.S. (Pre) 2015

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

63. Which one of the following statements regarding

Ashokan stone pillars is incorrect?

(a) These are highly polished

(b) These are monolithic

(c) The shaft of pillars is tapering in shape

(d) These are parts of architectural structures

L.A.S. (Pre) 1997

Ans. (d)

Ashokan stone pillars are not part of architectural structures,
but these are distinct sculptures. Rest three statements are

correct in the reference of Ashokan stone pillars.

64. Which one of the following edicts mentions the personal
name of Ashoka ?

(a) Kalsi (b) Rummindei

Indian History

General Studies

B-107



(c) Special Kalinga Edict (d) Maski
LA.S. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (d)

Ashokan history is mainly known by his inscriptions. More
than 40 edicts of Ashok are acquired/procured. The personal
name of Ashoka is mentioned in Gujarra, Maski, Nettur and
Udgolam edicts.

65. In which of the following inscriptions the name of

‘Ashoka’ has been mentioned?

(a) Bhabru Edict

(b) Rock Edict XIII

(¢) Rummindei Pillar Inscription

(d) Minor Rock Edict of Maski

R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 2007

Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

66. Which one of the following inscriptions contains the
name of Ashoka?

(a) Gujarra (b) Ahraura
(c) Brahmagiri (d) Sarnath
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2015

Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

67. The Rummindei Pillar of Ashoka was put up to mark —
(a) Birth of Buddha
(b) Enlightenment of Buddha
(¢) First Sermon of Buddha
(d) Demise of Buddha
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008
Ans. (a)

Ashoka visited Lumbini in the 20 year of his coronation. To
mark the birthplace of Buddha, the pillar at Rummindei was
erected along with some sacred stone structure. He condoned
the religious tax of Lumbini as it was the birthplace of Buddha
and reduced the rate of land revenue from 1/6 to 1/8.

68. Which of the following is not correctly matched ?
(a) Kumargupta I
(b) Patika
(c) Prabhavatigupta
(d) Samudragupta

: Mandsore Inscription

: Takshila Inscription

: Udaigiri Cave Inscription

: Erana Inscription
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2017

Ans. (¢)

No inscription of Prabhavati Gupta has been found from the

Udaigiri caves. Rest options are correctly matched.

69. The Gujarra minor rock edict, in which the name of

Ashoka is mentioned, is located in

(a) Mirzapur district of Uttar Pradesh

(b) Datia district of Madhya Pradesh

(c) Jaipur district of Rajasthan

(d) Champaran district of Bihar

U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2008

Ans. (b)

The name of Ashoka is mentioned in Gujarra minor rock
edict, located in Datia district, Madhya Pradesh. It was laid
at the main road through Ujjain to Bharuch.

70. The only pillar on which Ashoka declares himself as
the emperor of Magadha —
(a) Minor pillar of Maski (b) Rummindei pillar
(c) Queen pillar (d) Bhabru pillar
39+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (d)

Bhabru inscription proves Ashoka as Buddhist. In the
same inscription, he referred to himself as ‘Piyadasi Raja’
Magadha, i.e. the king of Magadha.

71. Kalsi is famous for —
(a) Buddhist Chaityas
(b) Persian Coins
(c) Rock edicts of Ashoka
(d) Temples of Gupta period
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2008
Ans. (¢)

Kalsi is located in Dehradun district of Uttarakhand. It is
famous for Ashokan rock edict.

72. Where in Uttarakhand, was a copy of Emperor Ashok’s
Rock Edicts discovered ?

(a) Nainital (b) Pauri
(c) Tehri (d) Kalsi (Dehradun District)
Uttrakhand U.D.A./L.D.A. (Mains) 2007
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

73. Inwhich of the following relief sculpture inscriptions is
'Ranyo Ashoka' (King Ashoka) mentioned along with
the stone portrait of Ashoka?

(b) Sanchi

(d) Sohgaura

LA.S. (Pre) 2019

(a) Kanganahalli
(c) Shahbazgarhi

Ans. (a)
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Kanganahalli Buddha stupa is located on the bank of Bhima
river in Gulbarga district of Karnataka. There is a stone
portrait of Ashoka along with his Queen below which 'Ranya
Ashoka' (King Ashoka) has been written.

74. Which Ashokan Rock Edict describes the victory and
injuries of Kalinga war?
(a) Rock edict I
(c) Rock edict XII

(b) Rock edict I
(d) Rock edict XIII

LA.S. (Pre) 1998
Ans. (d)

Kalinga war and the victory over Kalinga was the
greatest event of Ashoka’s reign. The 13+ rock edict
provides clear evidence of Kalinga war. It describes
King Piyadasi (Ashoka) conquered Kalinga, eight years
after his coronation, i.e. in 261 B.C., he described deep

remorse for having conquered Kalinga on this edict.

75. The accounts of Kalinga War is known to us by the
(a) Rock Edict-XIII
(b) Rummindei Pillar Inscription
(c) Accounts of Hiuen Tsang
(d) Minor Rock Edict-I
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (a)

| See the explanation of above question. |

76. Which of the following Ashokan inscriptions is
devoted to the principle of religious tolerance
completely ?

(a) Rock edict XIII
(b) Rock edict XII
(¢) Pillar inscription VII
(d) Bhabru minor rock edict
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (b)

In the 12+ major rock edict of Ashoka, there is the declaration
of religious longanimity and growth of the essence of all

communities.

77. Who among the following rulers advised his subjects
through this inscription?

"Whosoever praises his religious sect or blames
other sects out of excessive devotion to his own sect,
with the view of glorifying his own sect, he rather
injures his own sect very severely."

(a) Ashoka
(¢) Harshavardhana

(b) Samudragupta
(d) Krishnadeva Raya

LA.S. (Pre.) 2020
Ans. (a)

Ashoka was an Indian emperor of Maurya dynasty, who ruled
almost all of the Indian subcontinent during 273 BCE-232
BCE.

Mentioned statement is found on his 12 major Rock Edict

by which Ashoka has preached about religious harmony.

78. The central point in Ashoka's Dhamma is -:
(a) loyalty to the king
(b) peace and non-violence
(c) respect to elders
(d) religious toleration
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
63" B.P.S.C (Pre.) 2017

Ans (e)

Ashoka's Dhamma was primarily based on policy of peace,
non-violence & religious toleration. In his 12 rock edict,
religious longanimity and growth of the essence of all
communities is mentioned. Hence as per the options, option

(e) is correct.

79. The Asokan major rock edicts which tell us about the
Sangam Kingdom include rock edicts :
(a) Tand X (b) T'and XI
(c) II'and XIII (d) II'and X1V
LA.S. (Pre) 1998
Ans. (¢)

The rock edict second and thirteen of Ashoka tells us about
the Sangam Kingdom of Chola, Pandya, Satiyaputta and

Kerelaputta along with tamraparni (Sri Lanka).

80. Which of the following South Kingdoms is not
mentioned in the Ashokan inscriptions ?

(a) Chola (b) Pandya
(c) Satiyaputta (d) Satavahana
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005

Ans. (d)

| See the explanation of above question.

81. With reference to the Satavahana Rulers which of the
following statement/s is/are true?
1. The Satavahana Kings were the nurtures of Prakrit
language.
2. Public aspect of the arts got more encouragement
during the Satavahana period.
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Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
Codes

(a) Only 1 (b) Both 1 and 2
(c) Only 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (b)

Satvahana rulers patronised Prakrit more than Sanskrit.
Political inscriptions also threw some light on the rare use of
Sanskrit Literature. Also public aspect of the arts got more
encouragement during Satavahana period.

Examples of architecture and sculptures found from the
Satvahana era are associated with Buddhism.

82. Which of the following inscriptions of Ashoka bans
animal sacrifice on certain festive gathering, that
probably included a ban on animal killing as well?
(a) Rock Edict 1 (b) Pillar Edict V
(c) Rock Edict IX (d) Rock Edict XI

R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 2013

Ans. (b)

In the first rock edict, Ashok inscribed as- “here no living
beings are to be slaughtered or offered in sacrifice. Formerly
in the kitchen of King Piyadasi, hundreds of thousands of
animals were killed everyday for meat. But now with the
writing of this Dhamma edict, only three creatures, two
peacocks, and a deer are killed out of which deer is not always
killed and in future, not even these three creatures will be
killed.” But as per the question, option (b) is the most suitable
answer. According to 5* Pillar edict : King Ashok speaks -
After anointed twenty-six year the following animas were
declared by me inviolable, viz. parrots, mainas, the arumna,
ruddy geese...... Fish are inviolable and must not be sold on
the three chaturmasis and on the tishya full moon for three
days and on every fast day.

83. Ptolemy Philadelphus who had diplomatic relation
with Ashoka, was king of:
(a) Cyron (b) Egypt
(c) Macedonia (d) Syria
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2006
Ans. (b)

13+inscription of Ashoka provides information that he had
a cordial relation with five Yavana kings namely- Antioch
(Antiochus II Theos — the ruler of Syria), Turmaya or
Turamaya (Ptolemy II Philadelphus — The ruler of Egypt),
Antakini or Anikini (Antigonus Gonatas — The ruler of
Macedonia), Mag (The ruler of Cyrene), Alik Sundar or
Aliero Sentro (Alexander Epirus or the king of Epirus).

84. Turamaya, a contemporary of Ashoka was the ruler of —

(a) Egypt (b) Corinth
(c) Macedonia (d) Syria
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

85. Rulers of which of the following dynasties had diplomatic
relations with distant countries like Syria and Egypt?

(a) Chola (b) Gupta
(c) Maurya (d) Pallavas
U.P.P.S.C. (GIC) 2010
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

86. Which one of the following ancient Indian records is
the earliest royal order to preserve food-grains to be
utilised during the crisis in the country?

(a) Sohgavra Copper-plate

(b) Rummindei Pillar -edict of Asoka

(c) Prayaga-Prasasti

(d) Mehrauli Pillar inscription of Chandra

L.A.S. (Pre) 1998
Ans. (a)

The earliest known copper plate, known as Sohgaura, is
a Mauryan record that mentions earliest royal order to
preserve the food-grains to be utilized during the famine in
the country. The other, the Mahasthan inscription of Bogra
district also describes the relief measures adopted during a

famine in the region.

87. Assertion (A) : Ashoka annexed Kalinga to the
Mauryan Empire.
Reason (R) : Kalinga controlled the land and sea
routes to South India.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
Code :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct
explanation of (A).
(¢) (A)is true, but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2002
Ans. (a)
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The reasons which prompted Ashoka to invade Kalinga were
both political and economical. The territory of Kalinga was
like a bridge between north and south. People of Kalinga
dominated the Indian Ocean and controlled the overseas
trade. Their supremacy on the eastern sea coast virtually
closed the sea routes in the east for the Magadhan merchants.
Similarly, the land routes for internal trade from the Gangetic
valley toward Deccan were also controlled by Kalinga. If the
Kalinga were independent, the overseas and land trades of
Magadha would be affected. That is why it was necessary to
invade Kalinga for Mauryan dynasty. So, both the Assertion
(A) and the Reason (R) are correct, and the Reason (R) is

the correct explanation of the Assertion (A).

88. Assertion (A) : The Mauryan kings did not bestow
land-grants on religious basis.
Reason (R) : The peasants revolted against land
grants.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below :
Code :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct
explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is true, but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2004
Ans. (¢)

The earliest epigraphic record of land grants on the basis of
religion in India is found in the inscription of Satavahana.
Mauryan emperors did not grant any land on religious basis.
There is no description found about peasant revolt against
land grants. Thus, Assertion (A) is right, while Reason (R)

is wrong.

89. In which inscription, Kalinga victory is mentioned?
(a) Maski Inscription
(b) Rudradaman Inscription
(¢) Junagarh Inscription
(d) Hathigumpha Inscription
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
66™B.P.S.C. Re-Exam (Pre) 2020
Ans (e)

Kalinga Victory is mentioned in Ashoka's Rock Edict Number
13. Hence option (e) is correct.

90. Inthe Mauryan period, tax evasion was punished with —
(a) Death
(b) Confiscation of goods
(c) Imprisonment
(d) None of the above
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (a)

The municipal administration of Pataliputra town is
described in 'Magesthenes' ‘Indica.” According to this
book, Pataliputra was governed by a 30 member municipal
council. It was divided into six main committees which
had five members each. The 6* board was responsible for
the collection of sales tax. This board made sure that every
citizen must pay one-tenth of their earning as sales taxes to
the government. The culprits were punished with a death
sentence. So, option (a) is the correct answer.

91. Famous Greek ambassador Megasthenes came to the
court of which emperor?
(a) Ashoka (b) Harsha Vardhana
(¢) Chandragupta Maurya (d) None of the above
R.A.S/R.T.S. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (¢)

Megasthenes was a Greek historian who came to India in
the fourth century B.C. as a representative or ambassador
of Seleucus Nicator. He lived in the court of Chandragupta
Maurya. He has written about contemporary India and also

about Chandragupta's reign in his book entitled “Indica.”

92. Megasthenes was the ambassador of -:

(a) Seleucus (b) Alexander
(c) Darius (d) the Greeks
(e) None of the above/ More than one of the above
63" B.P.S.C (Pre.) 2017
Ans (a)

Megasthenes was a Greek historian who came to India in the

Fourth Century B.C. as a representative of Seleucus Nicator.

93. During whose rule did Megasthenes come to India?
(a) Ashoka
(b) Harshvardhan
(¢) Chandragupta Maurya
(d) Kumargupta
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2017
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

Indian History

General Studies B-111



94. In how many categories did Megasthenes divide the
Indian Society?

(a) Four (b) Five
(c) Six (d) Seven
46" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (d)

Megasthenes divided Mauryan society into seven categories
which are as follows :

(1) Philosophers (2) Farmers (3) Herdsmen (4) Artisans
(5) Military (Soldier) (6) Overseers or Spies (7) Assessors.
Megasthenese does not mention slavery in India. According
to him, no one could marry outside his caste, and no one

could take to an occupation from the one fixed for his caste

according to the varnasystem.

95. Which of the following sources states that there was
no slavery in ancient India?
(a) Arthashastra (b) Mudrarakshasha
(c) Megasthenes' Indica  (d) Vayupuran
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2013
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

96. The division of Mauryan ‘Society into seven classes'

is particularly mentioned in

(a) Kautilya’s Arthashastra

(b) Ashokan Edicts

(c) The Puranas

(d) Megasthenes' Indica

U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2008

Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

97. The division of Mauryan society into seven classes is
particularly mentioned in -:
(a) Kautilya's Arthashastra
(b) Ashokan edicts
(c) the Puranas
(d) the Indica of Megasthenes
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
637 B.P.S.C (Pre.) 2017

Ans (d)

| See the explanation of above question. |

98. The description of the administration of Pataliputra
is available in
(a) Divyanadan
(c) Indica

(b) Arthashastra
(d) Ashoka’s inscriptions

46" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (¢)

The description of the administration of Pataliputra is
found in Megasthenes' 'Indica’. Megasthenes mentioned
six committees of five members each to look after the
administration of Pataliputra. He referred to the town officials
as ‘Astynomi.’

99. Which of the following statements is true regarding
Pataliputra, the capital of the Magadha Kindom?
(a) Pataliputra was surrounded by the river Ganges in the
East and by the river Champa in the North
(b) Pataliputra was surrounded by the river Ganges in the
North and by the river Sone in the West
(c) Pataliputra was surrounded by the Vindhya mountain
in the South and by the river Ganges in the East
(d) Pataliputra was surrounded by the Vindhya mountain
the South and by the river Champa in the West
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2020

Ans. (b)

Pataliputra (modern day Patna) was a city built by Udayin
as a small fort on the bank of Ganga. It was surrounded by

Ganges in the North & by river Sone in the west.

100. Which of the following sources gives a detailed account

of city administration of the Mauryas ?

(a) Kautilya’s Arthashastra

(b) Megasthenes' Indica

(c) Mudrarakashasa of Vishakha Datta

(d) Inscription of Ashoka

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2009

Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question. |

101. What is the name of Megasthenes’ book?
(a) Economics (b) Rig Veda
(c) Purana (d) Indica
47+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2005
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

102. ‘Indica’ was originally written by —
(a) Nearchus (b) Megasthenes
(¢) Plutarch (d) Diodorus
Uttrakhand U.D.A./L.D.A. (Mains) 2007
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.
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103. Who was the author of ‘Indica’?
(b) Megasthenes
(d) Pliny
56 to 59+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2015

(a) Vishnugupta

(¢c) Deimachus

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

104. Who was the author of ‘Indica’?
(a) Plutarch (b) Justin
(c) Herodotus (d) Megasthenes
M.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (d)

| See the explanation of above question. |

105. Read the following statements :
1. Harisena was the famous poet of Samudragupta's
Court.
2. He composed the epic 'Devichandraguptam’'.
3. He was also the author of 'Prayagprashasti'.
Select the correct answer:
(a) 1,2 and 3 are correct. (b) 1 and 2 are correct
(c) 2 and 3 are correct (d) 1 and 3 are correct
(e) Only 1 is correct

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (d)

Harisena was the court poet of the Gupta emperor Samu-
dragupta. His most famous poem describes the bravery
of Samudragupta and is inscribed on the Allahabad Pillar
(Prayagprashasti). Devichandraguptam is an Indian Sanskrit

language political drama attributed to Vishakhadeva, who is

generally identified with Vishakhadatta.

106. Which of the following statements are correct about
Mauryan Kings? They developed —
A. Culture, Art and Literature
B. Gold coins
C. Provincial Division
D. Kingship to Hindukush

Code :
(a) Only A (b) Only B
(¢) A,Band C (d) A,C,and D
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1990
Ans. (d)

Mauryan emperors played a major role in the development of
culture, art and literature. Chandragupta’s empire spread over
from Iran in the north-west to present north Karnataka in the
south. According to historian Smith, Hindukush mountains
was the strategic frontier of India. There were five provinces
described in inscriptions of Ashoka i.e.

(1) Uttarapath (2) Avantiratha (3) Kalinga (4) Dakshinapath
(5) Prachyapatha.

Regularization of gold coins in India is credited to Indo-
Greek kings. Hence A, C, D are correct about Mauryan
emperors.

107. Among Mauryan idols, the idol inscribed with the name
Manibhadra (Yaksha) was found from which place?
(a) Jhing-ka-Nagra (b) Noh village
(c) Besnagar (d) Parkham

R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (d)
Among Mauryan idols, the idol inscribed with the name
Manibhadra (Yaksha) was found from Parkham, which is
a place in the vicinity of Mathura. The statue which is an
important artefact of the art of Mathura, is now visible in
the Mathura museum. The statue is associated with Yaksha
deity Manibhadra, who was a popular deity in ancient Indian.

108. ‘Bhaga’ and ‘Bali’ were:
(a) Military Departments
(b) Sources of Revenue
(c) Religious Ceremonies
(d) Administrative Divisions
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (b)
“Bhaga” and “Bali” were the sources of revenue in ancient
India. According to Arthashastra, King was the owner of the

land. He had a share in produce from the land. This tax was
known as ‘Bhaga’ whereas ‘Bali was also a source of revenue.

109. Land revenue, which was the chief source of income during
the Mauryan period, was collected by which officer?
(b) Shulkadhyaksha
(d) Akradhayaksha
R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 2010

(a) Agronomoi

(c) Sitadhyaksha

Ans. (¢)

Sitadhyaksha was the head of agricultural land in the
Mauryan empire, and he also dealt with land revenue
levitation while Agronomoi were known as district officers.
Shulkadhyaksha used to collect various trade and service
tax and Akradhyaksha controlled mines. So, option (c) is
the correct answer.
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110. The official 'Agronomai' during Mauryan age was

related with which of the following field?

(a) Weight and measurement

(b) Administrative management

(c) Construction of roads

(d) Revenue management

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre.) 2020

Ans. (c&d)

During the Mauryan times 'Agronomai' used to collect
revenues, monitor irrigation facilities, perform legal

administration & looked after road construction. UPPSC has

accepted (c) as the answer.

111. ‘Sita’ in Mauryan period means:
(a) A goddess
(b) Areligious sect
(c) Revenue from Crown land
(d) Barren land.
U.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (¢)

The maintenance of crown land was done by Sitadhyaksha
in the Mauryan period. Revenue collected through this tax
was known as 'Sita’.

112. Who of the following was associated with the collection
of revenue in Mauryan Mantriparishad ?
(a) Samaharta (b) Vyabharika
(c) Antapala (d) Pradeshtha
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2008
Ans. (a)

Revenue collection was regulated by Samaharta in Mauryan
ministerial council. Antapal looked after border forts while
the Pradeshtha was administrator of commissionaries.

113. Which of the following Mauryan officers was in charge
of weights and measures ?
(a) Pautavadhyaksha
(c) Sitadhyaksha

(b) Panyadhyaksha

(d) Sunadhyaksha
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2012

Ans. (a)

Mauryan officer Pautavadhyaksha was in charge of weights
and measures while Panyadhyaksha was the in charge of the
Commerce Department, Sitadhyaksha was the head of the
Agriculture Department and Sunadhyaksha was the chief of
the slaughterhouse.

114. ‘Pankodakasannirodhe’ was the Penalty in Mauryan
administration, charged for —
(a) Filthy drinking water

(b) Slushing the road
(c) Throwing garbage
(d) Stenching temples
R.A.S/R.T.S. (Re. Exam) (Pre) 2013
Ans. (b)

‘Pankodakasannirodhe’ was the penalty in Mauryan

administration imposed for throwing dirt or causing siltation

and water logging to collect on the roads.

115. The most famous centre of learning during Mauryan

period was
(a) Vaishali (b) Nalanda
(¢) Taxila (d) Ujjain
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2010
47- B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2005
Ans. (¢)

Atpresent, Vaishali is a district of Bihar. It was related to both
Buddhism and Jainism in ancient times. It was established
in 6+century B.C. before the birth of Gautama Buddha (563
BC). Mahavira Swami was born.

Nalanda — Nalanda was an important centre of Buddhist
education. Firstly, Buddha temples were established here
in the Gupta period. The excavation of Nalanda proves that
the University, which was situated here spread one mile in
length and half miles in breadth.

Taxila — Taxila was a major centre of learning for Hindus
and Buddhist who came here from all over the world to
get education. It was situated few miles west of present
Islamabad. It was most famous during the Mauryan period.
Ujjain was the conventional capital of Chandragupta II
(Vikramaditya).

116. According to the ‘Arthashastra’ of Kautilya the following
courts existed in the judicial system of Mauryan Age
1. Dharmamahamatra 2. Dharmasthiya

3. Rajjuka 4. Kantakshodhana
Code :
(a) 1and?2 (b) 2and 3
(c) 1and 3 (d) 2and 4
(e) 1and 4
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2014
Ans. (d)

The Arthashastra mentions two types of courts:
Dharmasthiya which is analogous with modern civil courts
and Kantakshodhana which is analogous to modern criminal
courts.

117. Which aspect of municipal administration of today is
continuing since the period of Mauryans —
(a) Inspection of weight measure reamer
(b) Determination of prices of goods
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(c) Registration of birth and death certificate
(d) Protection of artisans
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (¢)

The town administration was governed by municipalities
during the Mauryan period, whose chief was ‘Nagrak’ or
"Purmukhya". Megasthenes mentioned six committees of
five members municipal council of Pataliputra. Committee
maintained the record of registration of birth and death
certificates. This job is still carried out by municipal
administration.

118. With reference to the cultural history of India, the
memorizing of Chronicles, dynastic histories, and epic
tales was the profession of who of the following?

(a) Shramana
(c) Agrahaarika

(b) Parivraajaka
(d) Maagadha

LA.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (d)

The memorizing of Chronicles, dynastic histories, and epic

tales was a profession of Maagadha.

119. The system governing villages through autonomous
elected panchayats was evolved by —
(a) Kushans (b) Dravids
(c) Aryans (d) Mauryans
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (b)

The system to govern villages through autonomous elected

panchayats was evolved by Dravid (Chola). This system was

the base of village administration during that time.

120. Which one of the following texts of ancient India allows
divorce to a wife deserted by her husband?
(a) Kamasutra
(b) Manavadharmashastra

(c) Sukra Nitisara
(d) Arthashastra
LA.S. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (d)

Arthashastra allows the divorce to a wife deserted by her

husband. Divorce was prevalent in the Mauryan period. Wife
had the right to divorce on the basis of long abroad stay off
her husband and being physically handicapped. Similarly,
husband had also the right to leave his wife for being barren
or adulteress.

121. Which among of the following prohibits remarriage?
(a) Jataka
(c) Yagyavalkya

(b) Manusmiriti
(d) Arthshastra
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2003
U.P. U.D.A/L.D.A. (Pre) 2002

Ans. (b)

It is mentioned in 38« part of Manusmriti that a widower

could remarry but a widow had no right to seek

remarriage.

122. The social status assigned to the foreigners in Indian
society by Manu was of the —
(a) Kshatriyas (b) Fallen Kshatriyas
(c) Vaishyas (d) Sudras
U.P.P.S.C. (R.I.) 2014
Ans. (b)

The foreign invader who did not follow priestly customs or
traditions (Shakas, Kushans, Hunas, Pratihar) were stated as
‘Fallen Kshatriyas’ in Manusmriti.

123. The following persons came to India at one time or
another :
1. Fa-Hien 2. I-Tsing
3. Megasthanes 4. Hieun-Tsang
The correct chronological sequence of their visits are :

(a) 3,1,2,4 (b) 3,1,4,2
() 1,3,2,4 (d) 1,3,4,2
LA.S. (Pre) 1999
Ans. (b)

Megasthanes came to the court of Chandragupta Maurya, Fa-
Hien visited India during Chandra Gupta II “Vikramaditya,”
Hieun—Tsang visited the court of Harshvardhana while
I-Tsing a Chinese traveller came to India in 7»century A.D.

124. Which of the following is not correctly matched?

Foreign Year/s of Tour
Travellers to India
(a) Fa-Hien — 399-414 A.D.
(b) Hiuen-Tsand —  629-645A.D.
(c) I-tsing - 679-695 A.D.
(d) Al-Masudi - 957AD.

U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (%)
I-tsing visited India during 671 AD-695AD. Al Masudi visited
in 915-16 AD. Fa-Hien travelled India only for 10 years (402
AD -412 AD) while his entire trip from China occured during
399-414 AD. Hieun-Tsang visited India during 679-695 A.D.

125. Match List-I with List-II select the correct answer by
using the codes given below.
List -1
A.Chandragupta

List- 11
1. Piyadarshi
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B.Bindusara 2. Sandrocottus
C.Ashoka 3. Amitraghat
D.Chanakya 4. Vishnugupta
Code :
A B cC D
(a 2 3 4 1
b 1 3 2 4
() 2 3 1 4
d 3 4 2 1
U.P.U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2001

Ans. (¢)

Justin and other Greek authors stated Chandragupta Maurya
as “Sandrocottus.” Greek authors mentioned Bindusara as
Amitrachates (Amitraghat) while Ashoka was mentioned as
Priyadarshi in his inscriptions. Vishnugupta is the another
name of Chanakya, the prime minister of Chandragupta
Maurya.

126. The last Mauryan emperor was?
(a) Jaloka (b) Avanti Verma
(c) Nandi Vardhana (d) Brihadratha
48 to 52~ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (d)

128. Who among the following rulers paid attention to the

resource management in Girnar region some centuries

before the Christian era?

1. Mahapadma Nanda

2. Ashoka

3. Chandragupta Maurya

4. Rudradaman

Select the correct answer using the codes given below :

Code :

(a) 1,2 (b) 2,3

(c) 3,4 (d) 2,3,4
U.P.U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2006

Ans. (b)

Last Mauryan emperor was Brihadratha. Brihadratha was
assassinated by his commander/lieutenant Pushyamitra
Shunga in 184 B.C. Pushyamitra Shunga established a new
dynasty which is known as Shunga Dynasty.

Few centuries before the Christian era, the Mauryan
emperors, Chandragupta Maurya and Ashoka focussed on the
water resource management in Girnar region. Chandragupta
Maurya built a dam on the Sudarshan Lake and Emperor
Ashok took out canals from the lake. The Junagarh inscription
of Shaka ruler Rudradaman describes the works of both
Chandragupta Maurya and Ashoka. 2« century A.D., the lake
was repaired by Rudradaman. According to the question, he
did this work after the Christian era. Thus he is not included

in the answer, so the correct answer for the question is

Chandragupta Maurya and Ashoka.

127. Consider the following statements:

1. The last Mauryan ruler, Brihadaratha was
assassinated by his commander-in-chief,
Pushyamitra Sunga.

2. The last Sunga King, Devabhuti, was assassinated
by his Brahmana minister Vasudeva Kanva who
usurped the throne.

3. The last ruler of the Kanva dynasty was deposed

by the Andhras.
Which of these statements is/are correct ?
(a) 1and?2 (b) only 2
(c) only 3 (d) 1,2and 3
LI.A.S. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (d)

129. Realizing the need for water, the first ruler who got a

lake constructed in the Girnar area, was

(a) Chandragupta Maurya (b) Ashoka

(c) Rudradaman (d) Skanda Gupta
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2002
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2007

Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

Ambitious Pushyamitra Shunga assassinated last Mauryan
king Brihadrath in 184 B.C. and became famous in the history
for the establishment of Shunga dynasty. The last king of
Shunga dynasty, Devabhuti was killed by a conspiracy of
his ‘Amatya’ Vasudeva. According to Vayupurana, the last
ruler of the Kanva dynasty, Susharma was deposed by his
Andhrian servant Simuk.

130. In which of the following inscription mentioned

Chandragupta and Ashoka both?
(a) Nasik inscription of Gautami putra Shatkarni.
(b) Junagarh inscription of Mahakshatrapa Rudradaman
(c) Girnar inscription of Ashoka
(d) Junagarh inscription of Skandgupta.
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2004

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

131. In which of the following inscriptions, Ashoka’s edicts

are also found?
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(a) Junagarh Inscription of Mahakshatrapa Rudradaman
(b) Nashik Prashasti regarding Gautamiputra Satakarni
(c) Hathigumpha Inscription of Kharvavela
(d) None of the above
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2016
Ans. (a)

Ashoka’s edicts are also found on Junagarh Inscription of
Mahakshtrapa Rudradaman. It also includes the edicts of
Gupta ruler Skandagupta. There was an inscription with
fourteen edicts of Ashoka on a larger boulder within 2 km of
Uparkot fort. The edicts also narrate the story of Sudarshan
Lake which was repaired by Rudradaman-I.

132. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched ?

1. Lothal - Ancient Dockyard

2. Sarnath - First Sermon of Buddha

3. Rajgir - Lion Capital of Ashoka

4. Nalanda - Great Seat of Buddhist Learning

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

Code :
(a) 1,2,3,4 (b) 3and 4
(¢) I,2and 4 (d) 'and 2
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2004
Ans. (¢)

Lothal-Ancient Dockyard, Sarnath First Sermon of Buddha,
Nalanda Great seat of Buddhist learning, all these are correct
but Rajgir- Lion capital of Ashoka is not correct. The correct

answer would be option (c).

Post-Mauryan Period

*The Junagarh inscription of Rudradaman (130-150 A.D.)
has been found at Girnar Hills in Gujarat. Rudradaman’s
inscription written in Brahmi script was the earliest ever
inscription written in perfect Sanskrit language. The earliest
specimen of “Kavya” style is found in this inscription. Kushan
emperor Vima Kadphises introduced gold coins for regular
use in India. He is known as the first king, who introduced
gold coins, while Kujula Kadphises circulated copper coins.
There are several varieties of Yaudheya copper coins depicting
a standing figure of six-headed God Kartikeya along with

peacock on the right, found during the reign of the Kushan
ruler. The evidence of Yaudheya coins is found from the
Puranas, Ashtadhyayi, etc. The circulation of golden coins in

north-western India was introduced by Indo-Greek kings. The
wide circulation of these coins was promoted by the Kushana

Emperors. Kushana emperors promoted gold and copper coins
on a wider scale.

*The year of Buddha inscription of Sarnath which belongs
to Kanishka is 81 AD. This inscription was established after
three years of Kanishka’s coronation. *The date of Kanishka’s
coronation is very controversial. Considering this problem,
two International conventions were held in London in 1913
and 1960. In the second convention, a common consent was
made for 78 AD. This is also known as the beginning of the
Saka Samvat. *According to the Jain texts, the successor of
Vikramaditya (57 BC) was defeated by the Saka in 135 Vikrama
Samvat. To celebrate this victory, Saka started a new calendar
called Saka Samvat. Hence, it begins from 135-57 = 78 AD.
Most of the historians believe that the Kushan ruler- Kanishka
was its originator.

Currently, for date and year, the Gregorian calendar is being
used which is internationally used civil calendar. In order to
get Vikram Samvat (57 B.C.), 57 is to be added in the current
calendar and to get the Saka Samvat (78 Century), 78 is to be
subtracted from the current calendar. *Chaitra is the first month
of Indian national calendar. The dates of national calendar match
with Gregorian calendar prominently. Generally, Chaitra starts
from 22~ March while from 21+ March in a leap year.

* Ashvaghosha was the poet laureate of Kanishka whose
major compositions were Saundaranand, Buddhacharita and
Sariputraprakaran. Vasumitra was also a dependent poet of
Kanishka, who headed the fourth Buddhist Council. *Parsva,
Ashvaghosa, Nagarjuna and Charaka were the scholars in the
Court of Kanishka. Charaka is known as the Court physician of
Kanishka. *Maharshi Patanjali belonged to Shunga period and
was the author of Mahabhasya. *The border of the empire of
Kushana Dynasty was spread outside of India. Kanishka was a
great ruler of Kushan the dynasty whose empire was expanded
over northern Turpan of China and Kashmir to Vindhya hill
(south) and Northern Afghanistan (west) to eastern U.P and

Bihar. *A lot of evidence regarding ports and trading centres has
been found from the excavations of Periplus of the Erythraean
Sea and Arikamedu which proves that Kushan’s trade was
operated through Persian Bay and the Red Sea. But none of the
evidence described the naval forces of Kushans. *According
to Chinese texts, Kanishka requested to marry Princess Han
but was denied. In retaliation, they marched on Pan Chao in

86 A.D. with a force of 70,000 but were defeated by a smaller
Chinese force.
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*The Gandhara School of Art was developed during the
Kushan period. It was based on Gandhara and Mathura style.
They were provided adequate encouragement and protection
from Kanishka. Gandhara art was influenced by Greek art.
*The practice of child marriage started in Kushan Period (1*
century). Abolition of ‘Upanayana’ in females and the custom
of child marriage brought them to the lowest stage of society.
*Concerning the invaders in ancient India, the correct
chronological order is Greeks (326 BC; Alexander) — Sakas
(Ceythians - 1+ century BC) — Kushans (1st century AD).
*Persian ruler, Darius-I (522-486 BC) was the first ruler who
invaded some parts of India. According to Herodotus, Darius
conquered the lands surrounding the Indus river and to the
desert. of Rajputana and parts of Punjab. *Strato - II issued
the lead coins. The tenure of this Indo-Greek ruler is considered
from 25 BC to 10 AD.

*Pushyamitra Sunga was the commander of last Mauryan
ruler Brihadratha. He founded the Shunga dynasty killing
Brihadrath in 184 BCE. Ayodhya inscription gives the in-
formation that two Ashwamedha Yagnas performed by the
King Pushyamitra Shunga. *Satvahana dynasty was the
most powerful after Mauryas in South. According to Puranas,
Sindhuk, Simuka or Shiprak established the Satvahana dynasty
after the assassination of Kanva king Susharma. *There are 30
or 31 Satavahana rulers mentioned in Puranas out of which 29
are in Matsya Purana: *The actual capital of Satavahanas was
located at Paithan or Pratisthan, although their initial capital
is believed to be Amravati. *According to the Puranas, the
founder of Satavahana dynasty is believed to be King Simuka.
He de-throned the Kanva king Susarma around 30 BC. Su-
sharma conquered the region around Krishna was brother of
Simuk (Sisuk) of Satvahas. *The son of Krishna and succes-
sor Satakarni was the first to hold the title of ‘Satakarni.” We
get important information about his governance through the
inscriptions of ‘Nanaghat.’?

*Gautamiputra Satakarni was a patron of Brahmanism. He
did not permit inter-caste marriage among the people of the
established ‘Four Varnas’. That is why he is called as the
protector of the Varna System.

*Kharavela of Chedi dynasty was the king of Kalinga (present-
day in Odisha) India. Much of the available information
about Kharavela comes from the undated and partially
damaged Hathigumpha inscription, plus a few other minor
inscriptions found in Udayagiri and Khandagiri Caves,

in current Odisha. *The Hathigumpha inscription records
Kharavela’s life up to his 38 year, including 13 years of his
reign. This is the only known source of Kharavela inscriptions.
*The Kharavela is believed to be a follower of Jainism.

1.  'Which one of the following Indo-Greek rulers issued
lead coins ?
(a) Strato - IT
(c) Demetrius

(b) Strato - I
(d) Menander

U.P.P.S.C. (R.I.) 2014
Ans. (a)

Strato - Il issued the lead coins. The tenure of this Indo-Greek
ruler is considered from 25 BC to 10 AD.

2. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer
from the codes given below :

List-I List-I1
A. Demetrius 1. Parthian
B. Rudradaman 2. Kushana
C. Gondophernes 3. Indo- Greek
D. Vim 4. Sythean
Codes :
A B C D
(a) 1 3 2 4
(b) 4 3 1 2
()3 4 1 2
(d) 1 2 3 4
U.P. R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2017
Ans. (¢)
The correctly matched list is as follows -
Demetrius Indo- Greek
Rudradaman Scthean
Gondophernes Parthian
Vim Kushana

3. Both Sankarshana and Vasudeva are depicted on the
coins of which of the following rulers?
(a) Havishka (b) Kanishka
(c) Samudragupta (d) Agathocles

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2017
Ans. (d)

Agathocles was a Greco-Batrian king who ruled around 190
BC - 180 BC. He held Paropamisadae which was a satrapy
between Batrian and India. Little is known of him apart
from an extensive coinage. he was the first Greco- Bactrian
ruler to introduce bilingual legends on his coin, primarily in
Greek and Brahmi. He introduced silver coins on which both
Sankarshana (Balram) and Vasudev were depicted.
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4. Who among the following was not a contemporary of
the other three?
(a) Bimbisara
(c) Milinda

(b) Gautama Buddha
(d) Prasenjit

LA.S. (Pre) 2005
Ans. (¢)

Bimbisara (544-492 BC) was the actual founder of the
Magadha empire, who was related to Haryanka dynasty.
Prasenjit was the ruler of Kosala Mahajanapada and also
the contemporary of Mahatma Buddha. Gautama Buddha
pioneered Buddhism. Milinda, better known as Menander,
was an Indo-Greek ruler in north India. His tenure was 155
or 165 to 130 BC. Thus, Bimbisara, Buddha, Prasenjit were
contemporary except Milinda.

5. The earliest specimen of ‘Kavya’ style is found in the

inscription of :

(a) Rudradaman of Kathiawar

(b) Ashoka

(c) Rajendra I

(d) None of the above

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1997

Ans. (a)

The Junagarh inscription of Rudradaman (130-150 AD)
has been found at Girnar Hills in Gujarat. Rudradaman’s
inscription written in Brahmi script was the earliest ever
inscription written in perfect Sanskrit language. The earliest

specimen of “Kavya” style is found in this inscription.

6. Which inscription tells about the various achievements
of Rudradaman-1?
(a) Junagadh
(c) Nasik

(b) Bhitari

(d) Sanchi
53« to 55+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (a)

The Junagadh inscription written in Sanskrit dated
approx 150 AD credits Rudradaman-I for supporting the
cultural arts and Sanskrit literature and reconstructing
the dam built by the Mauryas. In fact, he repaired
the embankments of the lake Sudarshana, which was
constructed by the Mauryas or checking floods. The
Junagadh rock also contains inscriptions of Ashoka (with

fourteen edicts of Ashoka), Rudradaman-I and Skandagupta

7. Who renovated Sudarshan lake without using forced
labour ?

(a) Chandragupta Maurya (b) Bindusar
(c) Ashoka (d) Rudradaman-I
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2014
Ans. (d)

The rock edict of Rudradaman-I at Junagadh (Gujarat).
Tells about the Sudarshan Lake, which was built originally
by the great Mauryan Emperor Chandra Gupta. It was
Rudradaman-I, who renovated Sudarshan Lake without
using forced labour.

8. Sixteen coins of King Menander have been found from
which of the following sites?

(a) Bairat (b) Nagari
(c) Rairh (d) Nagar
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (a)

Sixteen coins of King Menander have been found from Bairat.

9. The largest number of copper coins in northern and
northwestern India were issued by ?
(a) Indo-Greeks (b) Kushans
(c) Sakas (d) Pratiharas
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2005
Ans. (b)

Gold coins were issued by Indo-Greek kings in northern
and north-western India while Kushan ruler made it more
popular and steady. Kushan rulers had circulated both gold
and copper coins vastly.

10. Who amongst the following issued gold coins regularly
in ancient India?
(a) Satavahana
(c) Kushan

(b) Saka

(d) Parthian

U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2004
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

11. Buddha is depicted on the coins of :
(a) Vima Kadphises (b) Kanishka
(c) Nahpaad (d) Budhagupta
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2010
Ans. (b)

Buddha is depicted on the coins of Kushanas ruler-Kanishka.

12. Which of the following Kings is credited to have issued
gold coins for the first time ?
(a) Kujula Kadphises (b) Vima Kadphises
(c) Kanishka (d) Huvishka
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2009
Ans. (b)
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Although Indo-Greek rulers made gold coins popular, Vima

Kadphises was the first Kushan ruler who issued gold coins.

Hence, option (b) is the correct answer.

13. Who among the following introduced gold coins for
regular use in India?
(a) Vima Kadphises
(c) Kanishka

(b) Kujul Kadphises
(d) Hermwes

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (a)

Kushan emperor Vima Kadphises, who was the father of
Kanishka-I, had introduced gold coins for regular use in India.

He is known as the first king, who introduced gold coins,

while Kujul Kadphises circulated copper coins.

14. Who among the following first issued gold coins on a

large scale?

(a) Pushyamitra Shunga

(b) Menander

(c) Vima Kadphises

(d) Gautamiputra Satakarni

(e) None of the above/More than one of the above

B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2018

Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question. |

15. Which God is found depicted on Yaudheya coins ?

(a) Vasudeva (b) Shiva
(c) Indra (d) Kartikeya
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008
Ans. (d)

There are several varieties of Yaudheya copper coins
depicting a standing figure of six-headed God Kartikeya
along with peacock on the right, found during the reign of
the Kushan ruler. The evidence of Yaudheya coins are found

from the Purans, Ashtadhyayi, etc.

16. Whatis the date of Sarnath Buddhist image inscription
of Kanishka ?

(a) 78 A.D. (b) 81 A.D.
(c) 98 A.D. (d) 121 A.D.
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2014
Ans. (b)

The date of Buddha inscription of Sarnath which belongs to
Kanishka is dated 81 AD. This inscription was established
after three years of Kanishka’s coronation.

17. Inwhich year, the coronation of Kushan king Kanishka

(c) 58 B.C. (d) 78 A.D.
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1991

Ans. (d)

The date of Kanishka’s coronation is very controversial.
Considering this problem, two international conventions
were held in London in 1913 and 1960. In second convention,

a common consent was made for 78 AD. This is also known

as the beginning of Saka Samvat.

18. When was Saka Samvat initiated ?

(a) 58 A.D. (b) 78A.D.
(c) 320A.D. (d) 606 A.D.
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2013
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1990
Ans. (b)

According to Jain texts, the successor of Vikramaditya (57
B.C.) was defeated by Saka in 135 Vikram Samvat. To
celebrate this Victory, Saka started a new calendar called
Saka Samvat. Hence it begins from 135-57= 78 AD. Most
of the historians believe that the Kushan ruler Kanishka was
its originator.

19. How much is the year difference between the Saka
Samvat and Vikram Samvat?
(a) 57 years (b) 78 years
(c) 135 years (d) 320 years
U.P.U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2006
Ans. (¢)

Currently, for date and year, Gregorian Calendar is being
used which is internationally used civil calendar. In order to
get Vikram Samvat (57 B.C.), 57 is to be added in the current
calendar and to get the Saka Samvat (78 AD), 78 is to be
subtracted from current calendar. Hence, Vikram Samvat is
2019+57=2076 and Saka Samvat is 2019 — 78 = 1941. Hence,
the difference between Vikram Samvat and Saka Samvat is

2076—1941 =135 years. Hence, option (c) is the correct answer.

20. Chaitra 1 of the national calendar based on the Saka
Era corresponds to which one of the following dates of
the Gregorian calendar in a normal year of 365 days?
(a) 22" March (or 21+ March)

(b) 15" May (or 16+ May)
(c) 31% March (of 30» March)
(d) 21% April (or 20+ April)

was held? L.A.S. (Pre) 2014
(2) 178 B.C. (b) 101 A.D. Ans. (2)
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Chaitra is the first month of the Indian national calendar. The
dates of national calendar match with Gregorian calendar
prominently. Generally, Chaitra starts from 22« March while
from 21+ March in a leap year.

21. When was Vikram Samvat started?
(a) 78 A.D. (b) 57B.C.
(c) 72 B.C. (d) 56 B.C.
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (b)

Two other names of Vikram Samvat is Krit and Malav.
There is the difference of 470 years between the salvation of
Mahavir and Vikram Samvat in Jain holy texts. The salvation
date of Mahavir is 527 BC. So the starting date of Vikram
Samvat is 527- 470 = 57 BC.

22. Which one of the following will be the year of Saka
Samvat in December, 2009.

(a) 1931 (b) 1952
(c) 2066 (d) 2087
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2007
Ans. (a)

Saka Samvat has been adopted as the national calendar in
India. It started in 78 AD. So in December 2009 according to
Saka Samvat 2009-78 = 1931 will be the year of Saka Samvat.

23. Consider the following name of contemporaries of
Kanishka and select the correct answer from codes
given below :

(i) Ashvaghosha (ii) Vasumitra

(iii) Kalidas (iv) Kamban
Code :
() and IV (b) I and 111
(c)I and II (d) All of these
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (¢)

Ashvaghosha was the poet laureate of Kanishka, whose
major compositions were Saundaranand, Buddhacharita
and Sariputraprakaran. Vasumitra was also a dependent poet
of Kanishka, who headed the IV*» Buddhist Council. While

Kalidas was related to the Gupta period and Kamban was of

the 12-century. So, option (c) is the correct answer.

24. Ashvaghosha was contemporary of —
(a) Ashoka (b) Chandragupta- 11
(c) Kanishka (d) Harshvardhan

Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2010
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2008
Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question. |

25. Which one of the following is not associated with the
Court of Kanishka ?
(a) Ashvaghosha
(c) Nagarjuna

(b) Charaka

(d) Patanjali
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2008
Ans. (d)

Parsva, Vasumitra, Ashvaghosa, Nagarjuna, Charaka and
Mathara were the scholars in the Court of Kanishka. Charaka
is known as the Court physician of Kanishka. However,
Mabharshi Patanjali belonged to Shunga period and was the
author of Mahabhasya.

26. Who of the following did not adorn the court of
Kanishka-1?
(a) Ashvaghosha
(c) Vasumitra

(b) Parshva

(d) Vishakhadatta
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005

Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

27. Which of the following cities is not mentioned in the
Rabatak inscription of Kanishka?
(a) Shravasti (b) Kaushambi
(c) Pataliputra (d) Champa
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2014
Ans. (a)

Rabatak inscriptions were found in the year 1993 from
Rabatak near Surkh Kotal, Afghanistan. They were written
in Greek script and Bactrian language and belonged to the
ruler of Kushana dynasty, Kanishka. There are four names of
cities inscribed on it namely - Saket, Kaushambi, Pataliputra
and Champa. The name of Shravasti was not inscribed on it.

28. Who among the following Ayurvedacharyas was
educated at Taxila University ?
(a) Sushruta (b) Vagbhatta
(c) Charaka (d) Jivaka
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (¢ & d)

Taxila University was the junction where students of different
countries met each other and exchanged their knowledge.

Kautilya, Chandragupta Maurya and Ayurvedacharya Charak,
King Prasenjit of Kosala, Ayurvedacharya Jivak of Bimbisar,

Vasubandhu, Chanakya, etc. studied at Taxila University.
Thus, option (c) and (d), both are correct.
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29. The ancestors of Shungas originated from ?

(a) Magadha (b) Prayag
(c) Ujjain (d) Saurashtra
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (¢)

The ancestors of Shungas belonged to Ujjain. The last ruler
of this dynasty was Dev Bhuti who was killed by his own

minister (Amatya) Vasudeva Karva.

30. Which dynasty ruled over India after Shunga dynasty?
(b) Kushana
(d) Gupta

45» B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2001

(a) Satvahana
(c) Kanva

Ans. (¢)

The last ruler of the Shunga emperors was Devabhuti. He
was killed by his minister (Vasudeva Kanva). The Shunga
dynasty was then replaced by the subsequent Kanvas. They

were also Brahmin like Shunga.

31. Who among the following rulers is stated as protector

of ‘Varna system’ ?

(a) Pushyamitra Sunga

(b) Kharvela

(¢) Gautamiputra Satkarni

(d) Vasudev

(e) Samudragupta

Chhattisgarh P.C.S (Pre) 2013

Ans. (¢)

Gautamiputra Satakarni was a patron of Brahmanism. He
did not permit intercaste marriage among the people of the

established ‘Four Varnas’ and stopped crossbreeding. That is

why he is called as the protector of the Varna System.

32. Which dynasty was most powerful after Maurya in
Southern India -
(a) Satvahana
(c) Chola

(b) Pallava
(d) Chalukya

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (a)

Satvahana dynasty was the most powerful after Mauryans in
the South. According to Puranas, Sindhuk, Simuka or Shiprak
established the Satvahana dynasty after the assassination of
Kanva king Susharma.

33. Simuka was the founder of which of the following

Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

34. Match the following :
List-I List-II
. Shunga i. Mahoba
. Satavahana ii. Banvasi

A

B

C. Kadamb iii. Paithan
D

. Chandel iv. Pataliputra
Choose the correct code :
A B C D
(a) iv iii il i
(b) iv il iii i
(c) i iv il iii
(d) i il iii iv
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (a)
The correctly matched list is as follows :
List-I List-IT
Shunga Pataliputra
Satavahana Paithan/Pratishthan
Kadamb Banvasi
Chandel Mahoba

35. Which Chinese general had defeated Kanishka?
(a) Pan Chao (b) Ban Yong
(c) She Huang Ti (d) Ho-Ti
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (a)

According to Chinese texts between 73-94 AD, Kanishka
requested to marry Princess Han, but was denied. In
retaliation, they marched on Pan Chao with force but defeated
by a smaller Chinese force.

36. Which of following dynasty empire was expanded even

outside of India?

(a) Gupta dynasty

(b) Maurya dynasty

(c) Kushan dynasty

(d) None of the above

Uttarakhand U.D.A./L.D.A.(Mains) 2006

Ans. (¢)

The border of the empire of Kushana Dynasty was spread
outside of India. Kanishka was a great ruler of Kushana
dynasty whose empire was expanded over northern Turpan
of China and Kashmir to Vindhya hill (south) and Northern

dynasties? Afghanistan (west) to eastern U.P and Bihar.
(a) Chera (b) Chola
(c) Pandya (d) Satavahana 37. The institution of child marriage started in which
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008 period?
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(a) Maurya period
(b) Kushan period
(c) Gupta period
(d) In the time of Harshavardhan
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) (Re-exam.) 2000
Ans. (b)

The practice of child marriage started in Kushana Period (1-
century). The abolition of ‘Upanayana’ in females and the
custom of child marriage brought them to the lowest stage
of society. The age between 8-10 years was considered to be
best for girl marriage.

38. Which one of the following pairs is correctly matched?
(a) Harappan Civilization — Painted Grey Ware
(b) The Kushans — Gandhara School of Art
(¢) The Mughals — Ajanta Paintings
(d) The Marathas — Pahari School of Painting
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2008
LA.S. (Pre) 2001
Ans. (b)

The Gandhara School of art was developed during the Kushan
period. It was based on Gandhara and Mathura style. They
were provided adequate encouragement and protection from
Kanishka. Gandhara art was influenced by Greek art. Rest of
the options are not correctly matched.

39. Artof Gandhara style flourished during the reign of —

(a) Kushans (b) Guptas
(c) Akbar (d) Mauryas
38+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

40. Which one of the following is NOT correctly matched?

List-1 List-1T
(Dynasties) (Metals of coin)
(a) Kushanas - Gold and Copper
(b) Gupta - Gold and Silver
(c) Satavahanas - Gold

(d) Kalachuris - Gold, Silver, and Copper
U.P. R.O./ A.R.O. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (¢)

The Satvahana coins are a unique indication. They issued
punch-marked coins and produced coins in Lead, Copper,
Bronze and Silver, but not in Gold. Thus, option (c) is
not correctly matched. Rest of the other types of coins are

correctly matched with their dynasties.

41. Which of the following pairs is not correctly matched?

(a) Nasik - Gautami Putra

(b) Hathigumpha - Kharvela
(c) Bhitari - Pulkeshin II
(d) Girnar - Rudradaman I
U.P. R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2017
Ans. (¢)

The Bhitari pillar inscription was discovered in Bhitari,
Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh and gives relevant information re-
garding Skandagupta, a ruler of the Gupta empire. The Aihole
inscription found at Aihole Karnataka provides information of

Chalukya King Pulakeshin II. Rest all are correctly matched.

42. Bamiyan of Afghanistan was famous for —
(a) Hindu temple
(b) Work of elephant teeth
(¢) Gold coin of coinage
(d) Buddha statue
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008
Ans. (d)

Bamiyan of Afghanistan was famous for Buddha’s statues
which were constructed by cutting the hills of Bamiyan, but

Taliban destroyed all the statues.

43. The art style which combines Indian and Greek feature

is called-
(a) Sikhar (b) Vera
(c) Gandhara (d) Nagara

R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 2008
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (¢)

Gandhara is noted for the distinctive Gandhara style of Buddhist
art, which was developed from the merger of Greek, Syrian,
Persian and Indian artistic influences. It flourished during the
Saka and Kushan era. It is also known as Greco-Buddhist,
Indo-Greek or Greco-Roman, as the subject of the art was

only Buddha.

44. The Gandhara School of art is the synthesis of:
(a) Indian and Persian Art
(b) Indian and Chinese Art
(¢) Indian and Turk-Afghan Art
(d) Indian and Greek Art
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.
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45. Which one of the following sculptures invariably used
green schist as the medium?
(b) Mathura sculptures
(d) Gandhara sculptures
LA.S. (Pre) 1996

(a) Mauryan sculptures
(c) Bharhut sculptures

Ans. (d)

Gandhara sculptures invariably used green schist as the
medium. Their sculptures were invariably influenced by

Greek sculpture.

46. With reference to the invaders in ancient India, which
one of the following is the correct chronological order?
(a) Greeks-Sakas-Kushanas
(b) Greeks-Kushanas-Sakas
(¢) Sakas-Greeks-Kushanas
(d) Sakas-Kushanas-Greeks
LA.S. (Pre) 2006
Ans. (a)

Concerning the invaders in ancient India, the correct
chronological order is Greeks (326 BC; Alexander) — Sakas
(Ceythians - 1st century BC) — Kushans (1st century AD).

47. First Persian ruler who captured some part of India was-
(a) Cyrus (b) Cambyses
(c) Darius-I (d) Shaharsh
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (¢)

Persian ruler, Darius-1 (522-486 BC) was the first ruler who
invaded some parts of India. According to Herodotus, Darius

conquered the lands surrounding the Indus River and to the

desert of Rajputana and parts of Punjab.

48. Which among the following was the earliest dynasty ?
(a) Chalukya (b) Pallava
(c) Rashtrakut (d) Satavahana
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2001
Ans. (d)

Satavahana is the most ancient dynasty among the above-
mentioned options. It was founded and ruled by Simuk in
near about 200 BC.

49. Arrange the following in chronological order:
A. Satvahanas
B. Vakatakas
C. Chalukyas
Select the correct code from the following:

Satvahanas — 1% century BCE
Vakatakas — 3" century AD
Chalukyas — 543 AD

50. Which Purana consists of the longest list of Andra
Satavahana kings?
(a) Vayu Purana (b) Vishnu Purana
(c) Matsya Purana (d) None of the above
Uttarakhand U.D.A./L.D.A. (Mains) 2006
Ans. (¢)

There are 30 Satavahana rulers mentioned in Puranas out of
which 29 are in Matsya Purana.

51. Given below are two statements, one is labelled as

Assertion (A) and the other as Reason (R).

Assertion (A) : In Satavahana period, Sanskrit along
with Prakrit and other folk languages
were developed.

Satavahana Kings promoted the use of
Sanskrit and other folk languages for
literary writings. Choose the correct
answer using the codes given.
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is not the correct
explanation of (A).
(c) (A)is true, but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.
U.P. R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2017

Reason (R) :

Ans. (a)

In the Satavahana period, Sanskrit along with Prakrit and
other folk languages were developed. Satavahana king
promoted the use of Sanskrit and other folk languages for
literary writings.

52. The capital of the Satavahanas was located at —

(a) Amravati (b) Nanded
(c) Naldurg (d) Durg
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005

Ans. (a)

The actual capital of Satavahanas was located at Paithan
or Pratisthan, although their initial capital is believed to
be Amravati. According to the Puranas, the founder of
Satavahana dynasty is believed to be King Simuka.

53. Which of the following places was the capital of
Satvahanas?
(a) Pratisthan
(¢) Shakal or Sialkot

(b) Nagarjuna Konda
(d) Pataliputra

(a) B-C-A (b) C-B-A U.P. Lower (Spl) (Pre) 2008
(c) C-A-B (d) A-B-C Ans. (a)
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre.) 2021 - -
Ans (d) | See the explanation of above question.
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54. For which of the following rulers “Ekabrahmana” has

been used?

(a) Pushyamitra Shunga

(b) Kharavela

(c) Gautamiputra Shatakarni

(d) Susharman

U.P. R.O./A.R.O. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (¢)

In the Nashik inscription of Gautami Balashri, her son
Gautamiputra Shatakarni is called “Ekabrahmana” which is

interpreted by some as “unrivalled Brahmana” thus indicating

a Brahmin origin.

55. Read these statements—
Assertion (A) : Kushans traded through Gulf of
Persian and Red sea.
: Their well organised naval force base
was highly qualified.
In context to the above which is the correct answer :
Code :
(a) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct
explanation of (A).
(b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct
explanation of (A).
(c) (A) is true, but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 1998

Reason (R)

Ans. (¢)

Alot of evidence regarding ports and trading centres has been
found from the excavations of Periplus of the Erythraean
Sea and Arikamedu which proves that Kushanas trade was
operated through Persian Bay and the Red Sea. But none of
the evidence described the naval forces of Kushanas.

56. King Kharavela is related to —
(a) Piller inscription of Girnar
(b) Piller inscription of Junagarh
(¢) Hathigumpha inscription
(d) Sarnath inscription
431 B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1999
Ans. (¢)

Kharavela of Chedi dynasty was the king of Kalinga present-
day in Odisha, India. Much of the available information
about Kharavela comes from the undated and partially
damaged Hathigumpha inscription, plus a few other minor
inscriptions found in Udayagiri and Khandagiri Caves,
in present-day Odisha. This is the only known source of
Kharavela inscriptions. The Kharavela is believed to be a

follower of Jainism.

57. Which of the following inscription gives the information
about two Ashwamedha Yajnas performed by the king
Pushyamitra Shung?
(a) Saranath inscription  (b) Besnagar inscription

(c) Ayodhya inscription  (d) Hathigumpha inscription

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2018

Ans. (¢)

Pushyamitra Sunga was the commander of last Mauryan
ruler Brihadratha. He founded the Shunga dynasty killing
Brihadratha in 184 BCE. Ayodhya inscription gives us the
information that two Ashwamedha Yagnaswere performed
by the King Pushyamitra Shunga.

58. Which of the following Kings was a Patron of Jainism ?

(a) Ashoka (b) Harsha
(c) Pulakeshin II (d) Kharavela
U.P.P.S.C. (R.I.) 2014

Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

59. The King of Kalinga Kharavela was related to which
of the following dynasty ?
(a) Chedi
(c) Kalinga

(b) Kadamba
(d) Haryanka
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2015
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008
Ans. (a)

| See the explanation of above question. |

60. Who among the following kings had heavily leaned
towards Jainism?
(a) Dashratha
(¢) Kharavela

(b) Brihadratha

(d) Huvishka
48™to 52" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

61. The inscription of Hathigumpha is the source of
information about which king ?

(a) Kharvela (b) Ashok
(c) Harshavardhan (d) Kanishka
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2018

Ans. (a)

The Hathigumpha inscription from Udaigiri, near Bhubanesh-
war in Odisha, was inscribed by Kharvela. The Hathigumpha
inscription is the main source of information about Kalinga
ruler Kharvela.

62. Kalinga's King Kharvel was associated with:
(a) Mahameghvahana dynasty
(b) Chedi dynasty
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(c) Satvahana dynasty
(d) Rath-Bhojak dynasty
(e) None of the above/ More than one of the above
60™ to 62" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (e)

Kalinga's king Kharvela was best known king of the
Mahameghavahana dynasty (which is also termed as 'Chedi

Dynasty' by some scholars).

63. The rulers of which of the following dynasty have been
called as 'Shriparvatiya' in Puranas?
(a) Vakatakas (b) Tkshvakus
(c) Shaks (d) Kharvelas
U.P.P.C.S.C. (Pre) 2020
Ans. (b)

Rulers of the Tkshvaku dynasty are called 'Shriparvatiya' in
Puranas. They were Lords under the Patronage of Satvahanas,
but after their decline, Ikshvakus declared their independence.

Shrisantmula was the founder of this dynasty.

64. Which field was mostly contributed by Eastern Roman
ruler Justinian?
(a) Law
(¢) Science

(b) Architecture

(d) Literature
R.A.S/R.T.S. (Pre) 1994

Ans. (a)

Justinian is known for his contribution and development of
Roman law. The Corpus Juris Civilis is still the basis of civil
law in many modern states. Justinian was responsible for the

complete amendment of Roman Law.

Gupta and Post-Gupta Period

*Gupta dynasty ruled during 275-550 AD. This dynasty
was established by King Srigupta around 275 AD, but the
first powerful ruler of Gupta dynasty was Chandragupta
I who ruled during 319-335 AD. He held the title of
‘Maharajadhiraja’ (in contradiction to his predecessors)
to show his importance. *Gupta Samvat was started by
Chandragupta-I during 319-20 AD.

*Historian A V Smith in his composition ‘Early History of
India’ called Samudragupta (335-375 AD) of Gupta dynasty
as ‘Napoleon of India’ for his great military conquests. The
Ashoka pillar inscription of Allahabad is associated with
Samudragupta (335-375 AD). It is considered to be the most
important historical document of the classical Gupta age in

excellent Sanskrit written by Harisena. It is also known as

‘Prayaga Prashasti’. *The inscription is a panegyric (tribute)
praising Samudragupta and lists the political and military
achievements of his reign including his expeditions to the south.
Built by Ashoka, originally it was situated in Kaushambi,
which was later shifted to Allahabad by Akbar. The name of
Jahangir and Birbal is also mentioned there.
*Prayag Prashasti is on Ashokan Pillar but has 4 different
inscriptions:
(1) Ashokan inscription in Brahmi script
(2) Queen edict regarding the charitable deed of Ashoka’s wife,
Karuvaki.
(3) Samudragupta inscription written by Harisena in Sanskrit
language and Brahmi script.
(4) Jahangir inscription in Persian.
*Another name of Gupta ruler Chandragupta —II
‘Vikramaditya’ (375-415 AD) is found as Devgupta. Its
evidence has been obtained from Sanchi and Vakataka
inscriptions. Apart from the above-mentioned names, he is also
known as Devraja and Devashri.
*According to Mehrauli inscription the king was devoted
to Vishnu and set up the pillar (Vishnu flag) as a standard of
that God on a hill called Vishnupada. **Mehrauli Iron Pillar
Inscription’ acquired from Mehrauli in Delhi is located near
Qutub Minar at present.
*Gupta ruler Chandragupta-II ‘Vikramaditya’ was known
as the ‘Saka Conqueror’ as he alleviated Saka power by
defeating last Saka king Rudrasimha-III in the first decade
of the 5" century. He adopted the title of ‘Sakari’ after this
victory. He launched silver coins on this occasion. They
were called ‘Rupaka’ in Gupta rule. The Nine Gems of
Chandragupta II were (1) Kalidas (Poet), (2) Dhanvantari
(Physician), (3) Varahamihira (Astronomer), (4) Amar Singh
(Lexicographer), (5) Shanku (Architect) (6) Kshapanak
(Astrologer), (7) Vararuchi (Grammarian), (8) Vetala Bhatta
(Magician) (9) Ghata Karpara (Diplomat).
*Kumaragupta I ¢ Mahendraditya’ ( 415-455 AD) was
the eldest son born to Dhruvadevi, wife of Chandragupta II.
*The first invasion of Hunas took place during the reign of
Skandagutpta (455 AD) and Hunas were comprehensively
defeated by him. This invasion was just like a raid without any

lasting impact on India, but this invasion hastened the decline
of the Gupta Empire. Hunas annexed many regions of the north-
west in the transition period of 5:-6+ centuries after the death of

Skandagupta. *Bhitari Pillar inscription is found from a place
named as Bhitari in Saidpur tehsil of district Ghazipur, Uttar
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Pradesh. The description of the war between Skandagupta and
Hunas is mentioned in Bhitari Pillar inscription. It is noteworthy
that the first Indian invasion of Hunas took place during the reign
of Skandagupta (455 AD) in which Hunas were badly defeated by
Skandagupta. When the Huna invasion ended the Roman Empire
in 3rd century AD., the Indian merchants relied more and more
on the South East Asian trade.

*Tormad was the leader of the second Huna attack on India.
*Mihirakula was a central Asian Huna origin who was one of
the most important Hephthalite Emperor. The Gwalior inscription
showed his territory which included Gwalior. Mihirkula suffered
a defeat by the Aulikara king Yasodharman of Malwa in 528 AD.
or some other sources 495 A.D.

*The Tamralipti port in Bengal was a prominent port during
Gupta period from where trade was conducted with south-east
Asia, China, Lanka, Java, Sumatra as well as northern India.
Western coast had an important port of Bhrigu Kachchha
(Bharuch) from where Gupta rulers used to trade with western
countries. *Guilds were very important in the economy of ancient
India. These organizations were established by merchants for the
proper regulation of their trade. Guilds had the judicial power of
their members and also had the power to ensure the salary, rules
of job, standards and prices. Every guild had its head without any
intervention by the kingdom. It was also important for governing
the local bodies.

*Gujarat, Bengal, Deccan and Tamil Nadu were famous for the
production of the garments in the Gupta period. The garment industry
was the principal industry of the Gupta period. During the Gupta
period, the main centres of international trade were Tamralipti, Bhrigu
Kachchha, Arikamedu, Kaveripattanam, Muziris, Pratishthana,
Sopara, Barberikam.

*Dhanvantari was one of the Navratnas of Chandragupta II. He
was a master in Ayurveda. Bhaskara I was Gupta contemporary. He
wrote Mahabhaskariya & Laghubhaskariya.Bhaskaracharya was
a great astronomer and mathematician. He composed ‘Siddhanta
Shiromani’ and ‘Lilavati’ based on astronomy and mathematics.
He was not contemporary of Guptas. He belonged to 12" centuray.
*Development in mathematics is notable in the Gupta period.
Sine, Cosine, and Inverse sine were known in 5™ Century.
These are mentioned in ‘Surya Siddhanta’ and ‘Aryabhatiya’.
Brahmagupta described cyclic quadrilateral.

We find eight types of gold currencies during the reign
of Samudragupta. They were Garuda, Archer, Parashu,
Ashvamedha, Vaghra- Prakramah, Veena Type. According to
the Chinese traveller Fa-Hien, people used clamshell in routine

trading activities. Coins of Gupta rulers were found in Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Orissa
(Odisha). The most famous place where coins were found is
Bharatpur (Bayana). Coins issued by them were known as
Rupaka and the gold currencies were called Dinara.

*The first evidence of ‘Sati Practice’ in India is mentioned
in the inscription Eran. This inscription belongs to 510 AD
in which practice of Satipratha has been mentioned for a lady
who was the wife of war commander named ‘Gopraj’. *During
Gupta period, towns declined gradually. All the towns which
were prosperous in the valley, most of them had declined in
that age. A major city, Pataliputra became village when Hiuen-
Tsang came to India. Mathura, Sonpur, Sohgama- all major
cities provided evidence of a decline in this age.

*Gupta period in ancient India is considered as the golden age
due to the excellent development in the field of art and culture.
*The ruler of Gupta dynasty donated a maximum number of
villages to temples and Brahmins. Also, the income generated
from the land of the village used to be given to the owner of
the land. A person who used to cultivate on the official land of
the ruler had to pay a part of crop-products as tax in the Gupta
period which was the sixth portion (1/6) of the production.
*Land revenue is known as ‘Udrang’ and “Bhag” in Gupta
inscriptions. *In ancient India, the irrigation tax was known
as ‘Bedakbhog’ or ‘Udakabhag.’ *Hiranya was the cash tax
in Mauryan period. The land tax was called Udrang in Gupta
inscriptions. ‘Uparnika’ was the tax on farmers living on the
border land.

*In Sanskrit plays, written during Gupta period, women and
Sudra spoke in Prakrit language while upper varnas (class)
person used Sanskrit to speak. *Except for Vedic age, the
situation of women was never good in ancient India. In the age
of Gupta, Maurya and Chola, the evidence of inferior situation
of women has been found. Thus, situation of women with men
cannot be compared to any age. ‘Mrichchhakatika’ written by
Sudraka tells about the change in society and administration
system during the Gupta period. This text deals with the
love story of Charudtta (Carudatta), a rich merchant with the
Vasantasena, a daughter of a courtesan.

*The rule of the Gupta Empire was monarchical. Unlike other
rulers, the Gupta rulers believed in their divine origin. The Gupta
rulers expanded the tradition of donation of land. The nature of

the Gupta administration was not centralized and conservative;

the Gupta king was the king of many small kings. The feudal
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and provincial rulers experienced absolute independence in
their respective areas. *The game of chess originated in India
during Gupta period, known as ‘Chaturanga.’ It reached to
Iran and then Europe from India. Praverasena I (275-335
AD) the Rular of Vakataka dynasty, was the first Vakataka
ruler who called himself a Samrat. Vakataka ruler Praverasen
I conducted four Ashvamedha Yajnas. Along with this, he also
made many Vedic sacrifices. Emperor Pravarasena II of the
same dynasty was interested in literature; he composed a treatise
called ‘Setubandha’. *Hindu philosophy refers to a group of
darshans (philosophies, worldview, teachings) that emerged in
ancient India. The mainstream Hindu philosophy includes six
systems (Saddarsana) Sankhya, Yoga, Nyaya, Vaisheshika,
Mimansa, and Vedanta.

*Sankhya Darshan is one of the most ancient philosophical
schools of India. Maharshi Kapila is known as the ‘Acharya’
of Sankhya Darshan. He composed ‘Sankhya Sutra’ and
Tatvasamas. *Sankhya philosophy accepts the theory of rebirth
or transmigration of the soul. Nescience is the cause of
sorrow and self-enlightenment by knowledge is the solution of
liberation from them. Sankhya held that it is the self-knowledge
that leads to liberation and not any exterior influence or agent.
*Maharshi Patanjali is known as the founder of ‘Yoga
Darshan.” The description about yoga is found in Upanishad,
Mahabharat, Bhagwat Geeta, Jain and Buddha texts. Maharshi
Patanjali explained it as a compact philosophical theory. So it
is called as 'Patanjali Darshan’. Ashtanga Yoga means “eight-
limbed yoga” as outlined by the sage Patanjali in the Yog Sutras.
It consists of eight spiritual practices. Yama, Niyama, Asana,
Pranayama, Pratyahara, Dharna, Dhyana and Samadhi. Patanjali
was contemporary to Pushyamitra Shunga (184-148 BC).
*¢Nyaya Darshan’ was propagated by Gautama who is also
known as ‘Akshapada’. The word ‘Nyaya’ means decision or
logic. Nyaya Darshan recognizes the existence of 16 substances
or logic. The original text of Nyaya Darshan is ‘Nyayasutra’
which is the masterpiece of Gautama.

*The theory of karma is related to ‘Mimansa’ philosophy. It is
also known as Karma Mimansa, Poorva Mimansa or Dharma
Mimansa. **Mimansa’ philosophy accepts that Vedas contain
the eternal truth. Poorva Mimansa tells about ‘Karmakanda’
while Uttar Mimansa tells about ‘Gyankand’.

*Vedanta philosophy is considered to be the culmination of
Indian ideology. Vedanta literally means - ‘The end of the

Vedas’ or ‘the climax of Vedic ideology’. Vedanta philosophy
has three bases - Upanishads, Brahmasutra and Bhagvad
Gita. They are called the ‘Prasthanatrayi’.

*Maharshi Kanad was the founder of Vaisheshika School
of Indian philosophy. He propounded atom theory and called
as the founder of Indian Atomism. According to this theory
material, subjects are made up of atoms. The Vaisheshika thus
marked the beginning of physics in India. Kanad was first to
prove that atom is the smallest unit of any matter. Atom cannot
be seen through naked eyes and cannot be further divided.
*The Vaisheshika school gives importance to the discussion of
material elements or dravya. Earth, Water, Fire, Air and Sky,
when combine give rise to new objects.

*According to Puranas, Chandravansh (or Somvansha) was
one of the three prime dynasties (two other Suryavansha and
Agnivansha) of the Kshatriya varna. The prime place of the
Chandravansha’s ruler was Prayag but after a natural calamity,
Dwapar Yug Chandravanshi king Samvaram established his
capital in Pratishthanpur (present Jhunsi, Allahabad). * Agnikula
was the most famous Pratihara dynasty of the Rajputs. Due
to being related to the branch of Gurjars, it is known as the
Gurjara- Pratihara dynasty in history. *The first description of
the Gurjara caste is in the Aihole text of Pulakeshin II. Gujars
are mentioned in the Harshacharita of Banabhatta. The founder
of the Gurjara-Pratihar dynasty was Nagabhata I (730 - 756
AD). The Gwalior inscription shows that he had destroyed the
large army of Mlechcha king, which was probably the Arab
ruler of Sindh.

*The Rashtrakuta dynasty was established in 736 AD by
Dantidurga. He made the Manyakheta as his capital. About
Dantidurga, it is said that in Ujjaini, he conducted a Hiranyagarbha
(Mahadan) Yajna. *Rashtrakuta Raja Amoghavarsha I was born
in 800 AD in the military camp of Sribhavan, on the banks
of river Narmada. At this time, his father, Rashtrakuta King
Govind III was returning after successful campaigns of North
India.

Maukhari were the feud of the Guptas, who were originally
resident of Gaya. The rulers of the Maukhari dynasty made
Kannauj their capital. Hari Varma, AdityaVarma, Ishvara-
Varma, Sharva-Varma and Graha-Varma were the main rules
of this dynasty.

*Detailed information regarding Harsha is obtained from
Harshacharita, which was composed by author Banabhatta.
Some information regarding him is also available from
Rajatarangini written by Kalhana. *Chinese sources revealed
that Harsha and Rajyashri ruled together over Kannauj.
Harsha shifted his capital to Kannauj from Thaneshwar to help
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his sister Rajyashri in the proper administration of Kannauj.
Harsha held a massive council of various religions and sects
in Kannauj. According to the Chinese evidence, rulers of
20 countries along with their eminent Brahmins, shramads,
courtiers, etc. arrived there. This meet was presided over by
Hiuen Tsang. A function used to be held at Sangam region
of Prayag every fifth year of Harsha’s rule, which is stated as
‘Mahamoksha council.” Hiuen Tsang himself attended the 6%
function which was attended by 18 rulers of various countries.
*Emperor Harsha’s southward march was stopped on the
Narmada River by Pulkesin-II. Pulkesin-II also wanted to
expand the state towards the north, in such a situation the
war was inevitable between the two. Actually, there was a
war between the two, at the bank of the Narmada, in which
Pulkesin-II defeated Harsha. This incident is mentioned in

Aihole inscription of Pulkesin-II and description of Hiuen
Tsang. *The arrival of Hiuen Tsang was the most important
event of Harsha’s period. He departed for India in 629 AD from
Changan, the capital of Tang ruler. He wrote a book on his tour
to India named 'Sei-Yu-Kei'.

*Hiuen Tsang went to Nalanda University in 637 AD. Acharya
Sheelbhadra was the vice-chancellor of Nalanda University at
that time. According to Hiuen Tsang, Mathura was famous for
the production of cotton textiles at that time, while, Varanasi
was famous for the silk textiles. Hiuen Tsang says that the main
reason for the prosperity of Thaneshwar was the trade there.
*Kannauj became the centre of attraction of various powers
after Harsha’s death. It has been expressed by the names
‘Mahodaya’, ‘Mahodayashri’ etc. There was a triangular
struggle between the three great powers of the 8th century-
Pala, Gurjara-Pratihara and Rashtrakuta for the control of
Kannauj which is the most important event in the history of
North India in the 8"-9" Century. In this struggle, ultimately,
the Pratiharas got success.

*The Chinese traveller Itsing with 37 Buddhist associates
decided to travel to western countries in 671 or 672 AD.
He came to India through western sea route and returned to
China in 693 - 94 AD via Sumatra. In ancient days, Chinese
writers mentioned India by the name of ‘Yin-tu’ and ‘Thian-
tu’. Nalanda University was ransacked and destroyed by the
army of Bakhtiyar Khilji in 1193 AD. It was the final blow to
Buddhism in India and set it on the path of decline.
*Shankaracharya is also known as Shankar, Shree

Shankaracharya etc. He was born in Kaladi, a small village

in Kerala in the 8th century. His philosophy is known as
‘Advaita Vedanta’. The religious centres established by him
are — (1) Sringeri (Karnataka) in south, (2) Dwarka (Gujarat)
in west, (3) Puri (Odisha) — in the east and (4) Jyotirmath(
Joshimath, Uttarakhand) - in the north. Badrinath, Dwarka, Puri
and Rameswaram are Chardham, while Gangotri, Yamunotri,
Kedarnath and Badrinath are the little Chota Dhaam located
in Uttarakhand.

1. Gupta dynasty ruled during :
(a) 319-500 A.D. (b) 319-324 A.D.
(c) 325-375A.D. (d) 566-597 A.D.
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (a)

Gupta dynasty ruled during 275-550 AD. This dynasty
was established by King Srigupta around 275 AD, but the
first powerful ruler of Gupta dynasty was Chandragupta
I who ruled during 319-335 AD. He has held the title of
‘Maharajadhiraja’ (in contradiction to his predecessors) to
show his importance. So option (a) is the most accurate
answer.

2. Who of the following rulers had performed four
Ashwamedhas ?
(a) Pushyamitra Shunga (b) Pravarasena-I
(d) Chandragupta-II
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2003

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2011

(c) Samudragupta

Ans. (b)

King of Vakataka, Pravarsena-I had performed four
Ashwamedhas. He also performed many Vedic oblations.
Pravarsena-II, another ruler of the same dynasty, was

interested in literature, who wrote ‘Setubandha.’

3. Who is known as the Napoleon of India?
(a) Chandragupta Maurya
(b) Chandragupta- II Vikramaditya
(c) Great Ashoka
(d) Samudragupta
U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2009
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2005
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1990
Ans. (d)

Historian A.V. Smith in his composition ‘Early History of
India’ called Samudragupta (335-375 AD) of Gupta dynasty
as ‘Napoleon of India’ for his great military conquests.
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4. Who is called ‘the Napoleon of Ancient India’?
(a) Chandragupta Maurya
(b) Pushyamitra
(c) Kanishka
(d) Samudragupta
56" to 59»B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

5. Who among the following Gupta Kings had another
name Devagupta ?
(b) Chandragupta- 11
(d) None of the above
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2007

(a) Samudragupta
(c) Kumaragupta

Ans. (b)

Another name of Gupta ruler Chandragupta-II ‘Vikramaditya’
is found as Devagupta. Its evidence has been obtained from

Sanchi and Vakataka inscriptions. Apart from the above-

mentioned names, he is also known as Devaraja and Devashri.

6. The first Gupta ruler to assume the title of “Param
Bhagavata” was
(a) Chandragupta- I
(c) Chandragupta- II

(b) Samudragupta
(d) Srigupta

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2009
Ans. (b)

Copperplate inscription of Samudragupta from Nalanda and
Gaya describes param Bhagavata title of Samudragupta.

Although UPPSC has given option (c) as correct answer.

7. The first Gupta ruler to assume the title of ‘Parama
Bhagawat’ was
(a) Chandragupta- I (b) Samudragupta
(c) Chandragupta- II (d) Ramagupta
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2015

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

The Ashoka pillar inscription of Allahabad is associated
with Samudragupta (335-375 AD). It is considered to be the
most important historical document of the classical Gupta
age in excellent Sanskrit written by Harisena. It is also
known as ‘Prayag Prashasti.” The inscription is a panegyric
(tribute) praising Samudragupta and lists the political and
military achievements of his reign including his expeditions
to the south. Built by Ashoka, originally it was situated in
Kaushambi, which was later shifted to Allahabad by Akbar.
The name of Jahangir and Birbal is also mentioned there.

9. The Ashoka Pillar at Allahabad provides information

about the reign of ?

(a) Chandragupta Maurya

(b) Chandragupta- I

(c) Chandragupta- II

(d) Samudragupta

U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2004

Ans. (d)

| See the explanation of above question.

10. Prayag Prashashti tells about the military campaign of -
(a) Chandragupta- I
(¢) Chandragupta- 11

(b) Samudragupta

(d) Kumaragupta

U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2004
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question.

11. Aninscription by which of the following is found on the
pillar containing Prayag Prasasti of Samudragupta?
(a) Jahangir (b) Shahjahan
(c) Aurangzeb (d) Dara Shikoh
U.P. R.O./A.R.O. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (a)

Prayag Prashasti is the name given to Allahabad pillar. It is

an Ashokan Pillar but has 4 different inscriptions:

Ashokan inscription in Brahmi script.

Queen edict regarding the charitable deed of Ashoka’s wife,
Karuvaki. Samudragupta inscription written by Harisena in
Sanskrit language and Brahmi script and Jahangir inscription

in Persian.

8. The Allahabad Pillar inscription is associated with

which one of the following?

(a) Mahapadma Nanda

(b) Chandragupta Maurya

(c) Ashoka

(d) Samudragupta

LA.S. (Pre) 2006

Ans. (c & d)

12. Which of the following inscription reveals information

about Silk Weavers Guild?

(a) Dashpur Inscription

(b) Prayag Prashasti

(c) Eran Inscription

(d) Hathigumpha Inscription

M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2019

Ans. (a)
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Mandasor also referred to as Dasor or Dashpur. Dashpur The first invasion of Hunas took place during the reign of
inscriptions of Yashodharman are a set of Sanskrit inscription Skandagupta and Hunas were comprehensively defeated
by him. This invasion was just like a raid, and there was
not lasting impact on India, but this invasion intensified the
decline of the Gupta Empire. Hunas annexed many regions
of the north-west in the transition period of 5+-6» centuries
after the death of Skandagupta.

from early 6th-century discovered at an archaeological site
at the village of Sodani, in Mandasor. These record the
victory of Aulikara King Yasodharman over the Hun King
Mihirakula. Bandhuvarma, who is eulogised poet Vatsabhatti

in the Mandsaur stone inscription of the guild of silk-weavers.
This inscription informs us that he was a feudatory of the | 16. The Hunas invaded India during the reign of :

Gupta King Kumaragupta-I. It was during his reign, a temple (a) Chandragupta-II (b) Kumaragupta-I
(c) Skandagupta (d) Budhagupta

dedicated to Surya was constructed by the silk-weavers at
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2006

Dashapur. The temple was renovated by the same guild.

Ans. (¢)

13. ‘Prithivyah Pratham Veer’ was the title of — - -
See the explanation of above question.

(a) Samudragupta (b) Rajendra- 1
(c) Amoghavarsha (d) Gautamiputra Shatkarni 17, Who among the following Gupta Rulers conquered
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2016 Hunas?
Ans. (a) (a) Chandragupta- I (b) Kumaragupta- I
(c) Skandagupta (d) Bhanugupta
In his book ’A Political Histories of the Imperial Guptas™ U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2004

,Tej Ram Sharma describes Ashvamedha Yajna which was | Ans. (c)

done by Samudragupta. After this ritual, he assumed the title See the explanation of above question,

of ‘Prithivyama Pratiratha’ which means that a man who has
no rival on the earth ( The first brave man on the Earth). Uttar [ 18. The Gupta emperor who defeated the ‘Hunas’ was ?

Pradesh Public Service Commission excluded this question (a) Samudragupta (b) Chandragupta- II
6 h luati (c) Skandagupta (d) Ramagupta
rom the evaluation. 531 to 55% B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (¢)

14. The iron column, located in the courtyard of Delhi’s

See the explanation of above question.

Quwwat-ul-Islam Mosque is retention of —

(a) Ashok (b) Chandra 19. Who among the following Gupta rulers defeated Hunas?
() Harsha (d) Anangapal (a) Samudragupta (b) Chandragupta- 11
(c¢) Kumaragupta (d) Skandagupta
U.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 2002 U.P. Lower Sub. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (b) Ans. (d)

Mehrauli Iron Pillar inscription’ acquired from Mehrauli in
Delhi is located near Qutub Minar at present. It describes a
king named “Chandra” which is assumed as Chandragupta | 20. From which inscription it is known that Skandagupta
II of Gupta clan. According to recognition, the Mehrauli iron defeated Hunas?

pillar was situated at Vishnugiri near Udaigiri Hills during (a) Bhitari Pillar Inscription

the period of Chandragupta I around 410 AD. Chandragupta (b) Allahabad Pillar. Iqscription

II was the devotee of Lord Vishnu. He constructed this iron (© Mandsa}lr- Inscrﬂ’ t?"n

pillar in respect of Lord Vishnu. Emblem bearer of Lord (d) Udayagiri Inscription U.PR.OJA.R.O. (Pre) 2014
Vishnu ‘Garuda” was engraved on the apex of the pillar. P-RO/ARO. (Pre)

| See the explanation of above question. |

Ans. (a)

IS. Which dynasty was distracted the most by the Hunas | ghjtarj Pillar inscription is found at the place known as
invasion? Bhitari in Saidpur tehsil of district Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh.
(b) Kushan The description of the war between Skandagupta and Hunas

(a) Maurya
is mentioned in Bhitari Pillar inscription. It is noteworthy

(c) Gupta (d) Shunga that the first Indian invasion of Hunas took place during the
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1993 | reign of Skandagupta in which Hunas were badly defeated
Ans. (¢) by Skandagupta.
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21. There were different causes for the downfall of the

Gupta Empire.

Which one among the statements given below was not

the cause?

(a) Huna invasion

(b) Feudal set-up of administration

(c) Acceptance of Buddhism by the later Guptas

(d) Arab invasion

Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2012

Ans. (d)

During the Gupta period Tamralipti of Bengal was an
important port which was used for trading with South-East
Asia, China, Lanka, Java, Sumatra etc. Bhrigukatchha
(Bharuch) was important port of western India from where
trade of North India with western countries occured through
sea-route. During the Gupta period, most of the Indian trade
happened with South-East Asia, hence Tamralipti was most
important port of this period. However, Bharuch, Kalyan,
Cambay etc. were also used for North Indian trade. Hence most

suitable answer would be more than one which is option (e).

The decline of the Gupta Empire was not due to the Arab
invasion. Arabs invaded India during the medieval era, much

later after the downfall of Gupta dynasty.

22. Who is known as ‘Saka-conqueror’?
(a) Chandragupta- I (b) Samudragupta
(c) Chandragupta- I (d) Kumaragupta
U.P. U.D.A/L.D.A. (Pre) 2010
Ans. (¢)

Gupta Ruler Chandragupta- II ‘Vikramaditya’ was known
as the ‘Saka Conqueror’ as he eliminated Saka power by
defeating last Saka king Rudrasimha- III in the first decade
of the 5th century. He adopted the title of 'Sakari' after this
victory. He issued silver coins (Rupak) on this occasion.

23. Who was the first Gupta ruler to issue silver coins?
(a) Chandragupta- I (b) Samudragupta
(c) Chandragupta- II (d) Kumargupta
U.P. U.D.A./L.D.A. (Spl) (Mains) 2010
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

24. From the third century AD when the Huna invasion
ended the Roman Empire, the Indian merchants relied
more and more on the :

(a) African trade
(b) Western-European trade
(c) South-East Asian trade
(d) Middle-Eastern trade
LA.S. (Pre) 1999

Ans. (¢)

When the Huna invasion ended the Roman empire in 3rd
century A.D. the Indian merchants relied more and more on

the South East Asian Trade.

25. Which one of the following ports was in use for the
north Indian trade during the Gupta period?

26. Which one of the following ports handled the North
Indian trade during the Gupta period ?
(a) Tamralipti (b) Bhadoch
(c) Kalyan (d) Cambay
LA.S. (Pre) 1999
Ans. (a)

The Tamralipti port in Bengal was a prominent port during
the Gupta period from where trade was conducted with
south-east Asia, China, Lanka, Java, Sumatra as well as
northern India. Western coast had an important port of Bhrigu
Kachchha (Bharuch) from where Gupta rulers used to trade
with western countries.

27. Which one of the following ports handled the North
Indian trade during the Gupta Period ?

(a) Bharuch (b) Kalyan
(c) Cambay (d) Tamralipti
U.P.PS.C. (R.L.) 2014
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

28. India maintained its early cultural contacts and trade
links with south-East Asia across the Bay of Bengal.
For this pre-eminence of the early maritime history
of Bay of Bengal, which of the following could be the
most convincing explanation/explanations?
(a) As compared to other countries, India had a better
shipbuilding technology in ancient and medieval times
(b) The rulers of Southern India always patronized traders,
brahmin priests and Buddhist monks in this context
(¢) Monsoon winds across the Bay of Bengal facilitated
sea voyages
(d) Both (a) and (b) are convincing explanations in this
context
LA.S. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (¢)

India maintained its early cultural contacts and trade links

(2) Kalyan (b) Tamralipti with South East Asia across the Bay of Bengal, as the
(c) Broach (d) Cambay . .. e
(¢) None of the above/More than one of the above monsoon winds originated from the Bay of Bengal facilitated
65" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2019 | the cruise, which in turn enhanced trade and cultural contacts.
Ans. (e) Hence, option (c) is the correct answer.
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29. With reference to the guilds (Shreni) of ancient India
that played a very important role in the country’s
economy which of the following statement is/are
correct?

1. Every guild was registered with the central
authority of the state, and the King was the chief
administrative authority on them.

2. The wages, rules of work, standard and prices were
fixed by the guild.

3. The guild had judicial powers over its members.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3

I.A.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (¢)

Guilds were very important in the economy of ancient India.
These organizations were established by merchants for the
proper regulation of their trade. Guilds had the judicial
power of their members and also had the power to ensure the
salary, rules of job, standards and prices. Every guild had its
head without any intervention by the kingdom. It was also
important for governing the local bodies.

30. Centers located in Gujarat, Bengal, Deccan and Tamil
Country during the Gupta period were associated with
which of the following:

(a) Textile manufacture
(b) Gems and precious stones
(c) Handicrafts
(d) Opium cultivation
R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 2010
Ans. (a)

Gujarat, Bengal, Deccan and Tamil Nadu were famous for the
textile manufacturing industry. Thus, option (a) is the correct

answer. Textile Industry was a prime industry of the Gupta period.

31. Who among the following is known for his work on
medicine during the Gupta period?
(a) Sushruta (b) Saumilla
(c) Shudraka (d) Shaunaka
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
65th B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2019
Ans. (e)

Sushruta is called the father of surgery. He was a resident
of Kashi. It is believed that his period was around 600
BC. Shaunak was the sage of the Rigveda. Shudraka was
a dramatist of the Gupta period (literateur). Saumill is a
playwright of Gupta period who has been remembered by
Kalidasa with language and poetry. Thus, none of the above
had worked in the field of medicine during the Gupta period.
Although Bihar Public Service Commission in its initial
answer sheet has considered the correct answer as option
(a). Since the Gupta period begins with 275-AD (Sri Gupta),
which is about 1000 years later than the valid period of
Sushruta (usually 600 BC to 1500 BC), it is not reasonable

to consider Sushruta a contemporary of the Gupta period.

32. Who among the following is known for his Ayurvedic

thematic composition during Gupta period?
(a) Saumilla (b) Shudraka
(c) Shunaka (d) Sushruta
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2002
LA.S. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (%)

| See the explanation of above question. |

33. Who among the following is not associated with
medicine in ancient India?
(a) Dhanvantari (b) Bhaskaracharya
(c) Charaka (d) Susruta
LA.S. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (b)

Dhanvantari was one of the Navratnas of Chandragupta I1.

He was a master in Ayurveda. Charaka and Susruta were
also great scholars of Ayurveda. Charak was the physician of
Kanishka who wrote 'Charaka Samhita' while Bhaskaracharya
was a great astronomer and mathematician. He composed
‘Siddhanta Shiromani’ and ‘Lilavati’ based on astronomy

and mathematics.

34. With reference to the scientific progress of ancient

India, which of the statements given below are correct?

1. Different kinds of specialized surgical instruments
were in common use by AD first century.

2. Transplant of internal organs in the human body
had begun by the beginning of AD third century.

3. The concept of the sine of an angle was known in
AD fifth century.
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4. The concept of cyclic quadrilaterals was known in
AD seventh century.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below

(a) land2 (b) 3and4
(¢) 1,3and4 (d 1,2,3and4
LA.S. (Pre) 2012
Ans. (¢)

The ancient age is notable for the scientific developments.
Many surgical instruments were used in 1st century AD, but
the transplant of human internal organs was not possible till
then. Development in maths is notable in the Gupta period.
Sine, cosine, inverse sine was known in 5* century AD. These
are mentioned in ‘Surya Siddhantha’ and ‘Aryabhatiya.’
Brahmagupta described cyclic quadrilateral in 700 AD. Thus,
statement 1, 3 and 4 are correct.

35. Who of the following among the Nine Gems of
Chandragupta was associated with Astrology ?
(h) Sanku
(d) Amar Singh
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2008

(a) Vararuchi
(¢) Kshapanak

Ans. (¢)

The Nine Gems of Chandragupta Il were (1) Kalidasa (Poet),
(2) Dhanvantari (Physician), (3) Varahamihira (Astronomer),
(4) Amar Singh (Lexicographer), (5) Shanku (Architect)
(6) Kshapanak (Astrologer), (7) Vararuchi (Grammarian),
(8) Vetal Bhatta (Magician) (9) Ghata Karpara (Diplomat).

36. Kalidasa was in the ruling period of —

(a) Samudragupta (b) Ashoka
(c) Chandragupta- I (d) Chandragupta- I1
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1990

Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

37. Which (among these) are Gupta’s gold coins?

(a) Kaudi (b) Dinara
(c) Nishka (d) Pan
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (b)

Gold coins issued by Gupta rulers were known as Dinar.

According to Fa hien, people used Dinar for daily business.

38. Gupta gold coin was called -

(a) Karshapana (b) Dinara
(c) Nishka (d) Suvarna
U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Mains) 2017
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

39. The silver coins issued by the Guptas were called :

(a) Karshapana (b) Dinara
(c) Rupaka (d) Nisc
LA.S. (Pre) 1996
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2002
Ans. (¢)

The silver coins issued by the Gupta ruler was known as
“Rupaka”. The Gupta coins have been found from Bihar,
Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Orissa. Bharatpur
in Rajasthan is the place from where a maximum number of
coins have been found.

40. Who of the following was the first Gupta ruler to issue
coins ?
(a) Chandragupta-I
(c) Samudragupta

(b) Ghatotkacha
(d) Srigupta
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2010
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2011
Ans. (a)

Chandragupta-I was the first Gupta ruler who issued the
coins. There is no evidence available for issuance of coins by
Ghatokacha and Srigupta, the early rulers of Gupta dynasty.
Samudragupta also issued various types of coins, but his
tenure was after Chandragupta-I.

41. In Sanskrit plays written during the Gupta period
women and Sudras speak:

(a) Sanskrit (b) Prakrit
(c) Pali (d) Sauraseni
L.A.S. (Pre) 1995
Ans. (b)

In Sanskrit plays, written during Gupta period, women and

Sudra spoke in Prakrit language while upper varnas (class)

person used Sanskrit to speak.

42. Which one of the following is the main teaching of Gita?
(a) Karma yoga (b) Gyan yoga
(c) Bhakti yoga (d) Nishkama karma yoga
(e) Asparsha yoga
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2017
Ans. (d)

Nishkama Karma, or selfless or desireless action, is an action

performed without any expectation of fruits or results and the
central tenet of Karma yoga path to liberation. It advocates
achieving success following the principles of Yoga and stop-
ping beyond personal goals and agendas while pursuing any

action over greater good, which has become well known since

it is the central message of the Bhagavad Gita.
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43. The first inscriptional evidence of the Satipratha has
been found from —
(a) Eran
(¢) Mandsaur

(b) Junagarh
(d) Sanchi

U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2010
Ans. (a)

The first evidence of ‘Satipratha’ has been found from the
inscription of Eran. This inscription belongs to 510 AD in
which practice of Satipratha has been mentioned for a lady

who was the wife of war commander named ‘Gopraj.’

44. Who established Gupta Samvat?
(b) Srigupta
(d) Ghatotkach
M.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 1991

(a) Chandragupta- I
(c) Chandragupta- II

Ans. (a)

Gupta Samvat was started by Chandragupta-I during 319
AD.

45. Match List-I1 with the List-IT and select the correct
answer from the codes given below:

List -1 List - 1T
(Emperor) (Titles)
A. Ashoka 1. Parakramank

B. Samudragupta
C. Chandragupta-II
D. Skandgupta

2. Priyadarsin
3. Kramaditya
4. Vikramaditya

Code :
A B C D

(a) 1 2 3 4

b)) 3 2 1 4

(c) 2 1 4 3

d 4 3 2 1

U.P.P.C.S. (Re. Exam) (Pre) 2015
Ans. (¢)

The correctly matched list is as follows -
Ashoka - Priyadarsina
Samudragupta - Parakramanka
Chandragupta-II - Vikramaditya
Skandgupta - Kramaditya

46. Match List-I with List-IT and select the correct answer
from the code given below the lists.
List-1 List-11
(Kings) (Queens)

. Chandragupta 1. Duttadevi
. Samudragupta 2. Kubernaga

A
B
C. Chandragupta II 3. Kumaradevi
D

. Kumargupta I 4. Anantdevi

Code :

A B C D
(a) 3 1 2 4
(b) 2 1 3 4
() 1 2 3 4
(d) 4 3 2 1

U.P.B.E.O. (Pre) 2019
Ans. (a)

47. The gradual decline of towns was an important feature
of which period?
(b) Pratihara era
(d) Satavahana era
40+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1995

(a) Gupta period
(c) Rashtrakut

Ans. (a)

During the Gupta period, towns declined gradually. All the
towns which were prosperous in the valley, most of them
had declined in that age. A major city, Patliputra became
village when Hiuen-Tsang came to India. Mathura, Sonpur,
Sohgama- all major cities provided evidence of a decline in
this age. So, we can say that the gradual decline of towns is
an important feature of the Gupta period.

48. Which ruling dynasty donated maximum villages to
temples and Brahmins?

(b) Pala Dynasty

(d) Pratihara
39+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1994

(a) Gupta Dynasty
(c) Rashtrakuta

Ans. (a)

The ruler of Gupta dynasty donated a maximum number of
villages to temples and Brahmins. Also, the income generated
from the land of the village used to be given to the owner
of the land.

49. In Ancient India, which dynasty’s rule is considered

as the Golden Age?
(a) Mauryan (b) Shunga
(c) Gupta (d) Magadha
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2004
Ans. (¢)

Gupta period in ancient India is considered as the golden age

due to the excellent development in the field of art and culture.
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50. During which age, did women enjoy equality with men ?

(a) Gupta age (b) Mauryan age
(c) Cholas (d) None of these
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1994
Ans. (d)

Except for the Vedic age, the situation of women was never
good in ancient India. In the age of Gupta, Maurya and Chola,
the evidence of inferior condition of women has been found.

Thus condition of women with men cannot be compared to

any age.

51. What was the land revenue rate in Gupta age?
(a) Fourth part of the production
(b) Sixth part of the production
(c) Eighth part of the production
(d) Half part of the production
42+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (b)

A person who used to cultivate on the official land of the ruler
they had to pay a part of crop-products as tax in Gupta period
which was the sixth portion of the production. Land revenue
is known as ‘Udrang’ and “Bhag” in Gupta inscriptions.

52. What is the land revenue rate in religious books?

(a) 1/3 (b) 1/4
(c) 1/6 (d) 1/8
40+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1995
Ans. (¢)

In every religious text, the land revenue rate is 1/6" of the
produce.

55. With reference to forced labour (Vishti) in India
during the Gupta period, which one of the following
statements is correct?

(a) It was considered a source of income for the state, a
sort of tax paid by the people

(b) It was totally absent in the Madhya Pradesh and
Kathiawar regions of the Gutap Empire

(c) The forced labourer was entitled to weekly wages.

(d) The eldest son of the labourer was sent as the forced
labourer.

LA.S. (Pre) 2019
Ans. (a)

Vishti was a form of forced labour enforced by either state,
provincial Governor or local chief. It is also mentioned in
Gupta copper inscriptions that list out a variety of taxes.
Junagarh inscription mentions vishti as one form of tax,
which indicates that it was imposed in Gujarat and Malwa
region. Since it was forced labour in lieu of tax, it was not
wage labour. Wage labour existed in ancient India, but it was
not called Vishti. Vishti could be imposed on anyone, not in

particular on eldest son only.

56. Which type of land was called 'Aprahat'?

(a) Without cultivated forest land.

(b) Irrigated land.

(c) Dense forest land.

(d) Cultivated land.

(e) None of the above/More than one of the above

60™ to 62" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (a)

53. What is the valid tax according to Hindu law?
(a) Half of the yields
(b) One-sixth of the yields
(c) One-third of the yields
(d) One-fourth of the yields
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

54. The Gupta Empire granted tax-free agrarian land to
which of the following?
(a) Military officials
(c) Brahmins

(b) Civil officials

(d) Courts scholars
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2014

Ans. (¢)

The Gupta Empire granted tax-free agrarian land to religious

functionaries, i.e. Brahmins.

Uncultivable lands were called 'Aprahat'. It was a term of the

revenue system in the Gupta period.

57. With reference to the history of India, the terms

""kulyavapa' and "dronavapa" denote

(a) measurement of land

(b) coins of different monetary value

(c) classification of urban land

(d) religious rituals

LA.S. (Pre) 2020

Ans. (a)

Kulyavapa & dronavapa were different measurements of land

during the Gupta period.

58. In ancient India, the irrigation tax was called —
(a) Bidakabhagam (b) Hiranya
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(c) Udranga (d) Uparnika
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2009

Ans. (a)

In ancient India, the irrigation tax was known as ‘Bidakbhag’
or ‘Udakbhag.” Hiranya was the cash tax in the Mauryan
period. The land tax was called Udrang in Gupta inscriptions.
‘Uparnika’ was the tax on farmers living on the land.

59. In 3+ AD, Warangal was famous for—

(b) Gold Jewelleries

(d) Elephant-teeth work
U.P. U.D.A/L.D.A. (Pre) 2001

(a) Copper pots
(c) Iron implements

Ans. (¢)

Warangal was famous for production of iron equipment.
‘Agaria’ people lived there, and iron making was the
traditional occupation for them.

60. Tormad was from the racial group of —

(a) Sithian (b) Huna
(¢) Yaochi (d) Saka
LA.S. (Pre) 1995
Ans. (b)

Tormad was the leader of the second Huna invasion on India.

61. Who amongst the following had defeated Huna ruler
Mihirakula?
(a) Budhagupta
(¢) Shashanka

(b) Yashodharman

(d) Prabhakaravardhana
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (b)

Mihirkula was of central Asian Huna origin who was
one of the most important Hephthalite emperors. The
Gwalior inscription showed his territory which included
Gwalior. Mihirkula suffered a defeat by the Aulikara king
Yasodharman of Malwa in 528 A.D.

62. Chinese traveller 'Sungyun' was came to India in:

(a) 515AD to 520 AD

(b) 525 AD to 529 AD

(c) 545 ADto 552 AD

(d) 592 AD to 597 AD

(e) None of the above/More than one of the above

60" to 62" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (a)

Chinese traveller 'Sungyun' came to India in 518 to 521 AD.
He collected texts of Buddha's preaching in his three years
of travel.

63. The ancient Indian play Mudrarakshasa of Visakhadutt
has its subject on :
(a) A conflict between Gods and Demons of ancient Hindu
lore
(b) A romantic story of an Aryan prince and a tribal woman
(c) The story of the power struggle between two Aryan
tribes
(d) The court intrigues at the time of Chandragupta
Maurya
L.A.S. (Pre) 2002
Ans. (d)

According to Dr. K.P. Jayaswal, Visakhadatta and
Chandragupta were contemporary. His play “Mudrarakshasa’
describes the actions of Chandragupta Maurya. He described
the presence of ‘Durabhisandhi’ in the court of Chandragupta
Maurya.

64. In ancient period, which Varna was also called as
'Sarthavaha'?
(a) Brahmana
(¢) Vaishya

(b) Kshatriya
(d) Shudra

M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (¢)

Proper rules of conduct for trade were prescribed by the head
of trade guilds, known as Sarthavaha or Srenipramukh. The
rules were called Samay and Srenidharma. Hence, the term

Sarthavaha is associated with the Vaishya.

65. Read the following statements carefully—

1. Gupta Emperors claimed divine rights for themselves

2. Their administration was highly centralized

3. They extended the tradition of land grants.

Answer on the basis of the following codes :

(a) 1,2 and 3 are true

(b) 1 and 2 are true

(c) 1 and 3 are true

(d) 2 and 3 are true

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2008

Ans. (¢)

There was a monarchy in the Gupta Empire. They believed
in their supernatural origin (opposite to Mauryas). They
extended the tradition of land donation. Though it was not
centralised, but the federal system was followed. So, option

1 and 3 are correct.
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66. With reference to the period of Gupta dynasty in an-
cient India, the towns Ghantasala, Kadura and Chaul
were well known as
(a) ports handling foreign trade
(b) capitals of powerful kingdoms
(c) places of exquisite stone art and architecture (d)
important Buddhist pilgrimage centers

LA.S. (Pre) 2020

Ans (a)

During Gupta period there was flourishing external and
internal trade. Ghantasala, Kadura and Chaul were ports

handling foreign trade.

67. The game of ‘Chess’ is said to have originated in —
(a) China (b) Iran
(c) Indonesia (d) India
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2004
Ans. (d)

The game of chess originated in India during the Gupta
period was known as ‘Chaturanga.’ It reached Iran and then

Europe from India.

68. ‘Mrichchhakatika’ an ancient Indian book written by
Shudraka deals with :
(a) The love affair of a rich merchant with the daughter
of a courtesan
(b) The victory of Chandragupta II over the Shaka
Kshatrapas of western India
(c) The military expeditions and exploits of Samudragupta
(d) The love affairs between a Gupta King and a Princess
of Kamarupa
LA.S. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (a)

‘Mrichchhakatika” or “The Little clay Cart” written by
Sudraka deals with the love story of a rich merchant with the
daughter of a courtesan. It also tells about the changes in the
society during the Gupta period. It also provides information

about some shudra officers in Ujjayini.

69. Whose contribution is there in ancient Sankhya

Sankhya Darshan is one of the most ancient philosophical
schools of India. Maharshi Kapila is known as the ‘Acharya’
of Sankhya Darshan. He composed ‘Sankhya Sutra’ and

Tatvasamas.

70. The system of philosophy propounded by Kapila Muni is :

(b) Sankhya Philosophy

(d) Uttar Mimansa
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1998

(a) Purva Mimansa
(c) Nyaya Philosophy

Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question. |

71. ‘Sankhya’ Philosophy is propounded by —

(a) Gautam (b) Jaimini
(c) Kapila (d) Patanjali
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2010
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

72. With reference to the history of philosophical thought
in India, consider the following statements regarding
Samkhya School
1. Sankhya does not accept the theory of rebirth or

transmigration of the soul.
2. Sankhya holds that itis the self-knowledge that leads

to liberation and not any exterior influence or agent.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) Only 1 (b) Only 2
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

LA.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (b)

The Sankhya School is a part of six orthodox schools of
Indian philosophy. Sankhya philosophy accepts the theory
of rebirth or transmigration of the soul. Nescience is the
cause of sorrow and self-enlightenment by knowledge is the
solution of liberation from them. Sankhya held that it is the
self-knowledge that leads to liberation and not any exterior
influence or agent. Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

73. Read the following statements and choose the correct
option:
Statement I : Kapila is the earliest exponent of

Darshan? Samkhya system
(a) Kapila (b) Gautam Statement II : Kapila teaches that a man's life is shaped
(c) Nagarjuna (d) Charvak by the forces of nature and not by any divine agency
ML.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1997 (a) Statement I and Statement II both are true
Ans. (a) (b) Statement I is false, but Statement 11 is true
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(c) Statement I and Statement II both are false
(d) Statement I is true, but Statement II is false
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2020

Ans. (a)

Ashtanga Yoga means “eight-limbed yoga™ as outlined by the
sage Patanjali in the Yoga Sutras. It consists of eight spiritual
practices. Yama, Niyama, Asana, Pranayama, Pratyahara,
Dharna, Dhyana and Samadhi but Anusmirti is not the part

of Ashtanga-Yoga.

Kapila Muni is earliest exponent of Samkhya philosophy.
As per the philosophy, man's life is shaped by the forces of

nature and not by any divine entity.

74. Who propagated ‘Yoga Darshan’?
(b) Gautam
(d) Shankaracharya
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2007
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2003
U.P. Lower Sub. (Spl) (Pre) 2002
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1997

(a) Patanjali

(c) Jaimini

Ans. (a)

Mabharshi Patanjali is known as the founder of ‘Yoga
Darshan.” Although the history of yoga in Indian tradition is
very old. The description about yoga is found in Upanishad,
Mahabharat, Bhagavad Geeta, Jain and Buddha texts.
However, Maharshi Patanjali explained it as a compact
philosophical theory. So it is called as 'Patanjali Darshan’.

75. The inventor of Yoga was —
(a) Aryabhatta (b) Charaka
(c) Patanjali (d) Ramdeva
Uttarakhand U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2007
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

76. When is International Yoga Day celebrated ?

(a) 2 April (b) 21 June
(c) 5 June (d) 21 May
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2018
Ans. (b)

International Yoga day is celebrated annually on 21 June
since its inception in 2015.

77. Which one of the following is not part of “Ashtanga-
yoga”?
(a) Anusmriti
(c) Dhyana
(e) None of these

(b) Pratyahara
(d) Dharana

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (a)

78. With reference to Hath Yog, which of the following
statement is/are correct?
1. Hath Yog was practised by Nathpanthis.
2. Hath Yog technique was also adopted by the Sufis.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both I and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2019

Ans. (¢)

Hath Yog in India was practised by Nathpanthis. Matsyendra
Nath and his disciple Gorakhnath is considered to be the
founder of Nath sect. Hath Yog technique was also adopted
by the Sufi Saints. Hath Yog related techniques can be seen
in the Persian book 'Bahar-Al-Hayat' written by Sufi Saint

of Shatari order Mohammad Gaus.

79. The writer of Mahabhashya ‘Patanjali’ was contemporary
of—
(a) Chandragupta Maurya (b) Ashoka
(d) Chandragupta I
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2011

(c) Pushyamitra Shunga

Ans. (¢)

Patanjali (the author of Mahabhashya) was contemporary to
Pushymitra Shunga (184-148 BC).

80. The founder of school of Navya-Nyaya was:
(a) Raghunath Shiromani
(b) Gangesh
(¢) Sridhara
(d) Udayana
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1995
Ans. (b & d)

The foundation of Navya-Nyaya school was the result of
the revolutionary work of Mithila based scholar Udayana or

Udayanacharya and after that Gangesh.

81. “Live well, as long as you live. Live well even by
borrowing, for once cremated, there is no return.” This
rejection of afterlife is an aphorism of the:

(a) Kapalika Sects
(b) Sunyavada of Nagarjuna
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(c) Ajivikas
(d) Charvakas

LA.S. (Pre) 1994

Ans. (d)

'Nyayasutra' which is the masterpiece of Gautama. Maharshi
Kapila propagated “Sankhya Darshan’ while Jaimini
propagated ‘Poorva Mimansa.’

Charvakas emphasised materialistic ideology in the school of
Indian philosophy. The ideal of this school of philosophy is to

live well as long as you live. "Live well even by borrowing,

for, once cremated, there is no return".

82. Which one of the following is highest value according

to Charvaka?

(a) Dharma (b) Artha
(c) Kama (d) Moksha
(e) Bhakti

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2017

Ans. (¢)

Charvaka originally, known as Lokayata is the ancient
school of Indian materialism. Charvaka holds direct per-
ception, empiricism and conditional inference as a proper
source of knowledge embraces philosophical scepticism and
rejects Vedas, Vedic ritualism and supernaturalism. Ajita
Kesakambeali is credited as the forerunner of the Charvakas.
Charvaka believed that there is nothing wrong with sensual
pleasure since it is impossible to have pleasure without pain,
Charvaka thought that wisdom lay in enjoying pleasure and
avoiding pain as far as possible. Unlike many of the philoso-
phies of the time, Charvaka did not believe in austerities or
rejecting pleasure out of fear of pain and held such reason-
ing to be foolish. The Sarvasiddhanta samgraha states the
Charvaka position or pleasure and hedonisms as follows -
"The enjoyment of heaven lies in eating delicious food
keeping good company of young women, using fine clothes,
perfumes, garlands sandal paste..... while Moksha is death

which is cessation of life breath..... the wise therefore ought

not to take pains on account of Moksha."

83. The Nyaya Philosophical system was propagated by:

84. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer
from the code given below the lists:

List-I List-IT
(Philosophy) (Methods of achieve
salvation)

A. Nyaya Darshan 1. Acquisition of real
knowledge

B. Mimamsa Darshan2. Knowledge of self

C. Sankhya Darshan 3. Performing vedic
rituals

D. Vedanta Darshan 4. Logical thinking

Code :

A B C D
(a) 2 4 1 3
(b) 4 3 1 2
(©) 1 4 2 3
(d 3 4 1 2
U.P.B.E.O. (Pre) 2019
Ans. (b)
Following are the matches :-
List-I List-II
(Philosophy) (Methods to achieve
Salvation)
Nyaya Darshan Logical thinking
Mimamsa Darshan Performing

vedic rituals

Sankhya Darshan Acquisition of real
knowledge
Vedanta Darshan Knowledge of self

Philosophy - Propagator
Nyaya - Gautam

Mimamsa Darshan - Gemini
Sankhya Darshan - Kapil

(a) Charvaka (b) Gautama Vedanta Darshan - Badarayana
(¢) Kapila (d) Jaimini Veisheshik Darshan - Ulook kanad
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2005 | Yoga Darshan - Patanjali
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005 85. Author of ‘Nyaya Darshan’ was-
Ans. (b) (a) Gautama (b) Kapila
‘Nyaya Darshan’ was propagated by Gautama who is also () Kanad (d) Jaimini
known as ‘Akshapada.” The word ‘Nyaya’ means decision Ans. (2) U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2005

or logic. Nyaya Darshan recognizes the existence of 16

substances or elements. The original text of Nyaya Darshan is

See the explanation of above question.
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86. The founder of Nyaya Philosophy was

(a) Kapil (b) Kanad
(c) Gautam (d) Jaimini
Uttarakhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

87. Mimansa was initiated by—
(a) Kanad (b) Vasistha
(c) Vishwamitra (d) Jaimini
Uttarakhand U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2007
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

88. The theory of Karma is related with :
(a) Nyaya (b) Mimansa
(c) Vedanta (d) Vaisheshika
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (b)

The theory of Karma is related to ‘Mimansa’ philosophy. It is
also known as Karma Mimansa, Poorva Mimansa or Dharma
Mimansa. The acharya of Mimansa, Kumaril Bhatta is

considered as the link between Poorva Mimansa and Vedanta.

89. Which of the following schools of philosophy is of the
opinion that Vedas contain the eternal truth ?

(a) Sankhya (b) Vaisheshika
(¢) Mimansa (d) Nyaya
(e) Yoga
Chhattisgarh P.C.S (Pre) 2013
Ans. (¢)

‘Mimansa’ philosophy accepts that Vedas contain the eternal
truth. Poorva Mimansa tells about ‘Karmakanda’ while Uttar

Mimansa tells about ‘Gyankand.’

90. Which one of the following pairs does not form part

of the six systems of Indian Philosophy?

(a) Mimansa and Vedanta

(b) Nyaya and Vaisheshika

(¢) Lokayata and Kapalika

(d) Sankhya and Yoga

LA.S. (Pre) 2014

Ans. (¢)

Hindu philosophy refers to a group of darshans (philosophies,
worldview, teachings) that emerged in ancient India.

The mainstream Hindu philosophy includes six systems

(Saddarsana) Sankhya, Yoga, Nyaya, Vaisheshika, Mimansa,

and Vedanta. Hence Lokayata and Kapalika are not part of

the six systems of Indian Philosophy.

91. The Founder of Advait Philosophy is —
(a) Sankaracharya
(c¢) Madhvacharya
(e) None of these

(b) Ramanujacharya
(d) Mahatma Buddha

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2014
Ans. (a)

The principal exponent of the Advaita Vedanta interpretation
was Adi Shankara in the 8" century, who systematized the
works of preceding philosophers.

92. By which of the following according to Advaita
Vedanta, Mukti can be obtained?

(b) Karma

(d) Yoga

(a) Gyana
(c) Bhakti
(e) None of these
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (a)
According to Advaita Vedanta, the Mukti (liberation) can
be obtained by knowledge. It centers around knowledge

and believe correct understanding, provide knowledge of
the identity of Atman (Soul) and Brahman which results in
Mukti (liberation).

93. Who among the following is not related to the
Philosophy of Vedanta?
(a) Shankaracharya (b) Abhinav Gupta
(d) Madhava

M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2014

(¢) Ramanuja

Ans. (b)

Abhinav Gupta is not related to the philosophy of Vedanta.
The thesis of Vedanta philosophy has an enormous impact
on Hindu thought and culture. Shankaracharya (8" century),
Ramanuja (11* century) and Madhava (13* century) were
the giant scholars of Vedantic School, who gave varying

interpretations of Vedanta philosophy.

94. Who among the following is called the founder of
Indian Atomism?
(a) Maharshi Kapil
(c) Mabharshi Kanad
(e) None of these

(b) Maharshi Goutam
(d) Maharshi Patanjali

Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2016
Ans. (¢)
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Mabharshi Kanad was the founder of Vaisheshika School of
Indian philosophy. He propounded atom theory and called
as the founder of Indian Atomism. According to this theory,
material subjects are made up of atoms. The Vaisheshika thus
marked the beginning of physics in India. Kanad was first
to prove that atom is the smallest unit of any matter. Atom
cannot be seen through naked eyes and cannot be further
divided. The Vaisheshika school gives importance to the
discussion of material elements or dravya. Earth, water, fire,
air and sky when combined give rise to new objects.

95. Which of the following philosophies of India pro-
pounded the atom theory?
(a) Yoga (b) Nyaya
(c) Sankhya (d) Vaisheshika
(e) None of the above/More than one of the above
66" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2020
Ans (d)

Mabharishi Kanada is associated with atom theory. He was
scientist & philosopher who founded Vaisheshika school of

Indian philosophy in which he gave the atomistic approach

to physics and philosophy in Sanskrit.

96. Match List- I with List- IT and select the correct answer
from the codes given below :
List- I (Eras)

A. Vikrama era B.
C. Gupta era D.
List- IT (Reckoned from)

1. 3102 B.C.

3. 78A.D.

5. 248 A.D.

Code :

Saka era
Kali era

320 A.D.
58 B.C.

(2)
(b)
(c)
(d)

A A = D >

B
4
3
5
3

SRR CENVINS
L

LA.S. (Pre) 1995
Ans. (d)

Vikramaditya started Vikram era in 57 or 58 B.C. on the
occasion of his victory over Saka. The Saka era was started
by Kanishka in 78 A.D. The Gupta era was started by
Chandragupta-1 in 319-320 A.D. and Kali era is assumed to
have been started in 3102 B.C.

97. Consider the following statements and select the correct
answer from the code given below:
1. Vikram Samvat began in 58 BC.
2. Saka Samvat began in 78 AD.
3. Gupta era began in 319 AD.
4. The era of Muslim rule in India began in 1192 AD.
Code :

(a) 1and?2 (b) 3and 4
(¢) 1,2 and 3 (d) 1,2,3and 4
U.P.P.C.S (Pre) 2011
Ans. (d)

Vikram Samvat was launched in 57 or 58 BC, and Saka
Samvat in 78 AD. Though Gupta dynasty was founded by
Srigupta, however, the reign of Chandragupta-I is considered
as the beginning of Gupta empire. Although, Muhammad
Bin Qasim annexed Sindh region in the early 8- century, but
the period of Muslim rule in India began in 1192 AD after the
victory of Ghori in the battle of Tarain. Thus all statements

mentioned in the question are correct.

98. The Badami rock inscription of Pulakesin I is dated
in the Saka year 465. If the same were to be dated in
Vikrama Samvat, the year would be :

(a) 601 (b) 300
(c) 330 (d) 407
LI.A.S. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (a)

The Saka era started in 78 A.D. while Vikrama Samvat
started from 58 B.C. So if we want to convert Badami rock
inscription in Vikram Samvat then, it will be 465+78+58=601

Vikram Samvat.

99. A Chalukya inscription is dated in the year 556 of the
Saka era. It is equivalent to—

(a) 478 A.D. (b) 499 A.D.
(c) 613 A.D. (d) 634 A.D.
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2002
Ans. (d)

Saka era was launched by Kanishka in 78 AD. If Chalukya
inscription is dated in the year 556, then it is equivalent to
556+ 78 =634 A.D.

100. According to Puranas, the prime place of Chandravansh’s
ruler was —
(a) Kasi
(¢) Pratishthanpur

(b) Ayodhya
(d) Shravasti
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2009

Ans. (¢)
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According to Puranas, Chandravansha (or Somvansha) was
one of the three prime dynasties (two other Suryavansha
and Agnivansha) of Kshatriya Varna. The prime place of
Chandravansh’s ruler was Prayaga but after a natural calamity.
Dwapar Yug Chandravanshi King Samvaram established his
capital in Pratishthanpur (at present Jhunsi, Allahabad).

101. The Capital of Maukharri was

(b) Kannauj

(d) None of the above
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2011

(a) Thanesar
(¢) Purushpur

Ans. (b)

Maukhari were the feud of Guptas who were basically from
Gaya. The rulers of Maukhari dynasty made Kannauj their
capital. Hari Varma, Aditya Varma, Ishan Varma, Sarva

Verma and Graha Varma were chief rulers of this dynasty.

102. Information regarding time of Harsha is contained in
the books of :

(a) Harisena (b) Kalhana
(c) Kalidasa (d) None of these
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1995

Ans. (b)

Detailed information regarding Harsha is received from
Harshacharita, written by Banabhatta who was court poet of
Harsha. Some information regarding him is also available from
Rajatarangini written by Kalhana. There is no information about
Harsha in the books written by Kalidasa and Harisena.

103. Who has written the ‘Harshacharita’?
(a) Aryabhatta (b) Banabhatta
(c) Vishnugupta (d) Parimalgupta
47+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2005
Ans. (b)

Eminent author Banabhatta composed the text "Harshacharita".
This is the major source of Vardhana dynasty. It is a fable

in which the author presented the description of his

contemporary ruler and biographies of their ancestors.

104. The capital of Harsha’s empire was —
(b) Pataliputra
(d) Thanesar
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1993

(a) Kannayj
(c) Prayaga

Ans. (a)

Chinese sources revealed that Harsha and Rajyashri ruled
together over Kannauj. Harsha shifted his capital to Kannauj
from Thanesar to help his sister Rajyashri in the proper

administration of Kannauj. Kannauj was a suitable place to

rule over the extensive empire of Harsha.

105. Emperor Harsha had shifted his capital from
Thaneshwar to —

(a) Prayaga (b) Delhi
(c) Kannauj (d) Rajgriha
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1992

Ans. (¢)

| See the explanation of above question.

106. Harshavardhana organised two great religious

conventions in:

(a) Kannauj and Prayaga

(b) Prayaga and Thaneshwar

(c) Thanesar and Vallabhi

(d) Vallabhi and Prayaga

U.P.U.D.A./L.D.A. (Pre) 2001

Ans. (a)

Harsha held a massive council of various religions and
sects in Kannauj to prove the excellence of Mahayana over
other religions. According to Chinese evidence, rulers of
20 countries along with their eminent Brahmins, Shramads,
courtiers, etc. arrived there. This meet was presided over by
Hiuen Tsang. A function used to be held at Sangam region of
Prayaga every fifth year of Harsha’s rule, which is stated as
‘Mahamoksha council.” Hiuen Tsang himself attended the 6-

function which was attended by 18 rulers of various countries.

107. The place in U.P. where Harsh Vardhana organised
the Buddha mega convention —
(a) Kashi (b) Prayag
(c) Ayodhya (d) Sarnath
U.P. Lower (Sub.) (Pre) 2004
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question.

108. Emperor Harsha’s Southward march was stopped on
the Narmada river by :
(a) Pulakeshin-I
(c) Vikramaditya-I

(b) Pulakeshin-II
(d) Vikramaditya -1I

LA.S. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (b)

Emperor Harsha’s southward march was stopped on the
Narmada river by Pulakeshin II, a Chalukyan ruler who
defeated Harsha. This incident is mentioned in Aihole
inscription of Pulakeshin II and description of Hiuen Tsang.
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109. Among the following rulers who had defeated

Harshavardhana?
(a) Kirtivarman II (b) Vikramaditya II
(c) Pulkeshin I (d) Pulakeshin II
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2016
Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

110. The Chalukyan ruler Pulakesin's victory over Harsha

was in the year —
(a) 612A.D. (b) 618 A.D.
(c) 622 A.D. (d) 634 A.D.

Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (b)

Harsha's southward march was stopped on Narmada river by
the Chalukya king Pulakeshin who ruled over a great part of
modern Karnataka and Maharashtra with his capital at Badami
in the modern Bijapur district of Karnataka. According
to Altekar, the battle between Harsha and Pulakesin was
fought sometime between 630 to 634 AD. The first reason
in support of, this battle is the result between battle of the
Vallabhi which itself cannot be said to be fought before 630
AD. Again Pulakeshin's lohnara inscription of 630 AD which
mentions the name of his defeated enemies do not include the
name of Harsha, but Aihole inscription of 634 AD mentions
this battle. In these conditions, the correct timing be between
630 AD and 634 AD, so the nearest answer can be option
(d). In April 2016, researchers from the Bhandarkar Oriental
Research institute claimed that the date of Pulakeshin's
great triumph over Harsha could be fixed at 618 AD. This
information was based on a recently discovered copper plate
inscription of Pulakeshin II. Jharkhand Provincial Service

Commission has accepted option (b) as the correct answer.

111. From the decline of Guptas until the rise of
Harshavardhana in the early seventh century, which
of the following kingdoms were holding power in

Northern India?

1. The Guptas of Magadha

2. The Paramaras of Malwa

3. The Pushyabhutis of Thanesar

4. The Maukharis of Kanauj

5. The Yadavas of Devagiri

6. The Maitrakas of Valabhi

Select the correct answer using the code given below
(a) 1,2and 5 (b) 1,3,4and 6

(c) 2,3 and 4 (d) Sand 6

U.P.R.O./A.R.O. (Pre.) 2021
Ans (b)

After the decline of the Guptas, the Later Guptas succeeded as
the rulers of Magadha during the eartly seventh century. They
ruled parts of the Northern India including Magadha (current
day Bihar). Hence statement 1 is correct. The Paramara
dynasty ruled the western and central parts of India including
Malwa, between the 9th and 14th century AD, before being
captured by Delhi Sultanate rulers. Hence statement 2 is
not correct. The Pushyabhutis of Thanesar (current day
Harayana) ruled various parts of Northern India during the
6th and 7th century AD. Hence statement 3 is correct. The
Maukharis dynasty ruled over parts of Uttar Pradesh and
Magadha including Kannauj. The dynasty ruled till around
606 AD when it was reconquered by the Later Guptas. Hence
statement 4 is correct. The Yadavas of Devagiri ruled from
around 1187 to 1317 AD in western parts of India. Hence
statement 5 is not correct. The Maitrakas of Valabhi ruled
western and northern parts of current-day Gujarat during the
late 5th century to late 8th century AD. Hence statement 6 is
correct. Therefore option (b) is correct option.

112. Poet Bana was inhabitant of —
(a) Pataliputra (b) Thanesar
(c) Bhojpur (d) None of the above
41+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1996
Ans. (d)

Banabhatta, the poet, was born in the village Prithikuta, on
the bank of Son River in Aurangabad district (Present Bihar).

The name of his father and mother was Chitrabhanu and

Rajdevi respectively.

113. In whose reign-period the Chinese Traveller Hiuen-
Tsang visited India ?
(a) Chandragupta - 11 (b) Harsh
(c) Chandragupta Maurya (d) Chandragupta- I
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2012
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1990
Ans. (b)

The arrival of Hiuen-Tsang was the most important event
of Harsha’s period. His desire was to visit the places related
to Mahatma Buddha and study Buddhist texts, which was
available in India. He departed for India in 629 AD from
Changan, the capital of Tang Ruler. He wrote a book on his
tour to India named ‘Sei-Yu-Kei.’

114. Which Chinese traveller visited India during
Harshavardhana’s rules?
(a) Fa-Hien (b) Hiuen-Tsang
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(c) I-Tsing (d) Taranath
56" to 59+B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2015

Ans. (b)

See the explanation of above question.

115. Which of the following phrases defines the nature of
the 'Hundi' generally referred to in the sources of the
post-Harsha period?

(a) Anadvisory issued by the king to his subordi
nates
(b) A diary to be maintained for daily accounts
(c) Abill of exchange
(d) An order from the feudal lord to his subordinates
LA.S. (Pre) 2020
Ans (¢)

In the sources of post-Harsha period, Hundi was treated as
a 'bill of exchange'.
As per RBI 'Hundis refer to financial instruments evolved on

the Indian-subcontinent used in trade and credit transactions.'

116. The famous Chinese pilgrim Fa-Hien visited India

during the reign of -:

(a) Chandragupta I

(b) Chandragupta II

(c) Ramagupta

(d) Srigupta

(e) None of the above/More than one of the above

63" B.P.S.C (Pre.) 2017

Ans (b)

Fa-Hien visited India during the reign of Chandragupta-II
(375AD - 415AD).

117. The Chinese traveller Yuan Chwang (Hiuen Tsang),
who visited India recorded the general conditions and
culture of India at that time. In this context, which of
the following statements is/are correct?

1. The roads and river-routes were completely
immune from robbery.

2. As regards punishment for offences ordeals by
fire, water and poison were the instruments for
determining the innocence or guilt of a person.

3. The tradesmen had to pay duties at ferries and
barrier stations.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below

(a) Only 1 (b) 2and3

(¢) land 3 (d) All of these

L.A.S. (Pre) 2013

Ans. (b)

Hiuen Tsang stayed in India and visited almost every province
of the country. According to Hiuen Tsang, the roads and
river-routes were not completely immune from robbery.
He himself was robbed many times during his voyages and
travels. Thus, statement (1) is incorrect. According to Hiuen
Tsang, punishment for the crime was harsh during that time.
Ordeals by fire, water and poison were used to determine the
innocence or guilt of a person. From the records of Hiuen
Tsang, this fact is highlighted that tax was levied on trade
routes, banks of rivers, products and goods etc. by which
the state collected an ample amount of money. Therefore,

statement 2 and 3 are correct.

118. Who sent Hiuen-Tsang as an emissary in the court of

Harsha ?
(a) Taai-Sunga
(c) Ku-Yen-Vu

(b) Tung-Kuaan
(d) None of above
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2007

Ans. (d)

Hiuen-Tsang was a contemporary of Taai-Sunga. Taai-Sunga
had banned the foreign tours in the West for his citizens, but
Hiuen-Tsang came to India by silk-route in 629 AD. After
13 years of his migration, when he went back to China, the
emperor welcomed him and appointed him as his spiritual

advisor. On emperor’s request, he composed his experiences

in- “A Record of the Western Regions.”

119. During Hiuen Tsang tour in India most famous city for

the production of cotton clothes was —
(b) Mathura
(d) Kanchi
41+ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1996

(a) Varanasi
(c) Pataliputra

Ans. (b)

The traveller of China Hiuen-Tsang arrived in India
during Harsha’s period and stayed here. According to
Hiuen-Tsang, Mathura was famous for the production
of cotton textiles. He also mentioned that the reason
for the prosperity of Thanesar was its trade. Ujjayini
as well as Kannauj were economically prosperous too.

120. The term ‘Kausheya’ has been used for —

(a) Cotton (b) Flax
(c) Silk (d) Wool
U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2008
Ans. (¢)
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In Gupta and later Gupta period, the word ‘Kausheya’ was
used to denote silk.

121. Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang studied at the University

of —
(a) Taxila (b) Vikramshila
(c¢) Magadh (d) Nalanda
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1995
46" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (d)

The traveller from China, Hiuen Tsang arrived in India
during Harsha’s period and went to Nalanda University in
637 AD. Acharya Sheelbhadra was the Vice-Chancellor of
Nalanda University at that time. He learned Yogashashtra
there almost one and half year. He also delivered a speech

during his second visit to Nalanda University.

122. The major reason behind remembering Hiuen-Tsang is-
(a) Respect for Harsha
(b) Study in Nalanda
(c) Trust in Buddhas
(d) Composition of Sei-Yu-Kei
R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1992
Ans. (d)

Hiuen Tsang wrote a text * Sei-yu-Kei’ based on his journey.
He is remembered for this composition as it consists of
several information about ancient India.

123. The Chinese traveller who visited Bhinmal was :
(a) Fahien
(c) Hieun Tsang

(b) Sangyun

(d) I-tsing
R.A.S./R.T.S.(Pre) 2007

Ans. (¢)

Hiuen Tsang was a Chinese traveller who arrived in India
during Harsha’s period. He also travelled to Bhinmal. His

composition is known as ‘Sei-Yu-Kei.” He was a Buddhist.

124. The famous Travelogue ‘Si-Yu-Ki’ is linked with
(a) Fahien (b) Al Biruni
(c) Megasthenes (d) Hiuen-Tsang
U.P.P.C.S. (Mains) 2016
Ans. (d)

Si-Yu-Ki is a Buddhist record composed by Chinese traveller
Hiuen-Tsang. It contains the record of his travels.

40~ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1995
Ans. (d)

With his desire to see the relics of Buddhism, Chinese
traveller I-tsing with his 37 Buddhist associates decided
to travel to western countries in 671 or 672 AD. Later his
associate left him, and he alone moved to India from Canton
city. He came to India through western sea route and returned
to China in 693-94 AD via Sumatra.

126. Chinese writers mention India by the name of—
(a) Fo-Kwo-ki (b) Yin-tu
(c) Si-Yu-Ki (d) Sikia-Pono
U.P. P.C.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (b)

In ancient days, Chinese writers mentioned India by the
name of ‘Yin-tu’ or ‘Thian-tu’ which means a variation of
Hindu or Sindhu.

127. Nalanda University was destroyed by —
(a) Muslims (b) Kushans
(c) Scythians (d) Mughals
43~ B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1999
Ans. (a)

Nalanda University attracted scholars and students from
Tibet, China, Greece and Persia. It was ransacked and
destroyed by the army of Bakhtiyar Khilji at the end of the
twelfth century. It can be seen as the coup de grace (final
blow) to the decline of Buddhism in India.

128. Nalanda Vihar was destroyed by :

(a) Bakhtiyar Khalji

(b) Qutubddin Aibak

(¢) Muhammad Bin Tughlaq

(d) Alauddin Khalji

(e) None of the above/More than one of the above

60™ to 62" B.P.S.C. (Pre) 2016

Ans. (a)

See the explanation of above question.

129. The most ancient monastery in India is-
(a) Nalanda
(b) Udantpuri
(c) Vikramshila

125. Chinese traveller I-tsing was on the tour of Bihar in about (d) Bhaja
(a) 405 A.D. (b) 635 A.D. R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1992
(c) 637 A.D. (d) None of the above Ans. (a)
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In the above-given options, Nalanda is the most ancient
monastery in Bihar. The history of Nalanda, the ancient
university town of Bihar, goes back to the days of
Buddha and Mahavira in the sixth century BC. However,
excavations have not revealed anything to suggest that the
site was occupied before the Gupta period (fifth century
A.D.). Kumaragupta was the first to donate to Nalanda
monastery. Buddha Gupta, Tathagata Gupta, and Baladitya
also donated to the monastery after him.

130. Nalanda is located in —
(a) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Uttar Pradesh

(b) Andhra Pradesh
(d) Bihar

M.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Pre) 2003

Ans. (d)

133. With reference to Indian history, which of the following

is/are the essential element/elements of the feudal system?

1. Avery strong centralized political authority and a
very weak provincial or local political authority

2. Emergence of administrative structure based on
control and possession of land

3. Creation of lord-vassal relationship between the
feudal lord and his overlord

Code :
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2and 3 only
(c) 3 only (d) 1,2and3
LA.S. (Pre) 2015
Ans. (b)

| See the explanation of above question.

131. During Post Gupta Period, main business centre was —

(b) Ujjain
(d) Devgiri

(a) Kannauj
(c) Dhar

R.A.S./R.T.S. (Pre) 1993

Ans. (a)

During the post-Gupta period, the business centre was shiftted
to Kannauj from Ujjain. During Gupta period, the importance
of Ujjain was increased as Chandragupta-II made it second
capital. During post-Gupta period, Harsha made Kannauj as
capital in place of Thaneswar. As Kannauj was situated on
the bank of Ganga and Jamuna, it was the place of business
importance and became the centre of attraction for three
powers (Palas, Pratiharas and Rashtrakutas).

India has a specific significance in the context of the feudal
system. The system was laid during Saka-Kushan period,
and it gained its height during the Rajput period. The feudal
system in India remained an integral part of administration
during Kushanas, Rajpoots, Sultanate and Mughal period.
The feudal system had a strong authority which used to
divide their empires into several parts and navigate it through
feudal. Feudal were relatively in a weak position, as they used
to follow the orders and instructions of the king’s central
authority. Feudal had the right to collect tax and right to
govern. The relationship of master and slave between the king
and feudal is not found in the Indian context. Indian feudal
system was different from the feudal system of Europe. It
also shows the emergence of administrative structure based

on control and possession of the land.

132. Assertion (A) : The main feature of the agrarian
structure in the Pre-Gupta period was

the development of feudalism.
Reason (R)

existence in this period.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

Code :

(a) Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the correct

explanation of (A).

(b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct

explanation of (A).
(c) (A)is true, but (R) is false.
(d) (A) is false, but (R) is true.

U.P.P.C.S. (Spl) (Mains) 2004

Ans. (a)

: Land owner middle class and a
dependent peasant class came into

134. Consider the following statements:

1. The Chinese pilgrim Fa-Hien attended the fourth
Great Buddhist Council held by Kanishka

2. The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang met Harsha and
found him to be antagonistic to Buddhism

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 Only (b) 2 Only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
LA.S. (Pre) 2004

Ans. (d)

Option (a) is correct because both assertion (A) and reason
(R) are correct and (R) is the correct explanation of (A).

The Chinese pilgrim Fa-Hien came to India during the reign
of Chandragupta-II and travelled to various places of India
between 399-414 AD. Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang travelled
to India from Changan, the capital of Tang rulers in 629AD.
Harsha had already leaned towards Buddhism before meeting
Hiuen-Tsang. After meeting Huien-Tsang, Harsha granted
royal patronage to “Mahayana”, a branch of Buddhism and
became Buddhist.
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135. In travel through India, Fahhien has mentioned a
hospital, it was located at
(b) Kaushambi
(d) Pataliputra
Chhattisgarh P.C.S. (Pre) 2019

(a) Ujjain
(c) Tamralipti

Ans. (d)

138. Adi Shankar who later became Shankaracharya was
born in :
(a) Kashmir
(c) Andhra Pradesh

(b) Kerala

(d) West Bengal
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999

Ans. (b)

Fa Hien has mentioned a hospital at Patliputra (capital) which
was endowed by benevolent citizens. The poor and helpless
patients suffering from any kind of diseases were taken care
of and doctors attended them and they were given food and
medicine as per their wants.

136. The Chinese Pilgrim who visited India in the early 6™
century was —
(b) Fahien
(d) I-tsing
Jharkhand P.C.S. (Pre) 2016

(a) Ywan Chwang
(c) Sung Yun

Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

139. Where are the four monasteries established by Adi

‘Shankaracharya’ situated?

(a) Sringeri, Dwarka, Joshimath, Prayaga

(b) Dwarka, Joshimath, Prayaga, Kanchi

(¢) Joshimath, Dwarka, Puri, Sringeri

(d) Puri, Sringeri, Dwarka, Varanasi

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2006

Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

Chinese pilgrim Sung Yun came to India in 518 AD and
collected texts of Buddha's preaching in his three years of

stay in India.

137. Which one of the following statements is not true for
Shankaracharya, Saint of the 8- century?
(a) He established four religious centres in different parts
of India
(b) He countered the spread of Buddhism and Jainism.
(c) He named Prayag as Teerthraj
(d) He propagated Vedanta
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2005
Ans. (¢)

Shankaracharya also named as Shankara was born in Kaladi, a
small village in Kerala in the 8- century. At this time, Hinduism
which had diminished in status due to arrival of Jainism and
Buddhism again rose to eminence with the emergence of
Shankaracharya. He advocated the greatness of the Vedanta.
To study and compile the Vedas, he travelled all over India
on foot. His philosophy is known as Advaita Vedanta. The
four religious centres established by Shankaracharya are
considered as the most important centres of Hinduism. The
religious centers are. (1) Sringeri (Karnataka) in the South
(2) Dwarka (Gujarat) in West (3) Puri (Odisha) in the East
and (4) Jyotirmath (Joshimath, Uttarakhand) in the north.
Prayaga find mention in holy scriptures of the Hindus — the
Vedas and the Puranas, was then named as Prayaga or Tirth
Raj (King of Thirths, i.e. pilgrimage center).

140. Which of the following is not included in Chardham?
(a) Puri (b) Dwaraka
(c) Mansarovar (d) Rameshwaram
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2013
Ans. (¢)

Badrinath, Dwarka, Puri, and Rameshwaram are the ‘Chardham’
while Gangotri, Yamunotri, Kedarnath and Badrinath are the
little Chardham located in Uttarakhand. The four monasteries
established by Adi Shankaracharya are- Kedarnath (North),
Sringeri (South), Puri (East) and Dwarka (West).

141. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched:
(a) Ravi Kirti — Pulakeshin 11
(b) Bhavabhuti — Yasovarman of Kannauj
(c) Harisena — Harsha

(d) Dandi — Narasimha Varman
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1997
Ans. (¢)

Harisena was the compiler of Prayaga Prashasti and secretary

of Samundragupta while Banabhatta was the poet laureate of
Harsha. Other options are correctly matched.

142. Match List- I with List- II and choose the answer

according to the code-

List-1 List- 11

(Courtier poet) (King)

A. Amir Khusro 1. Chandragupta II
B. Kalidas 2. Samudragupta

B-148

General Studies

Indian History



3. Harshvardhan
4. Alauddin Khalji

C. Harisena
D. Banabhatta
Code :

(2)
(b)
(c)
(d)

N AR = >
AW o~ 0w
— NN WA
W — W s~ g

U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2003
Ans. (b)

Amir Khusro was the poet laureate of Alauddin Khalji.
Kalidas was the poet laureate of Chandragupta II and one of
the ‘Navratna’ of his court. Harisena was the loyal secretary
of Samudragupta and Banabhatta was the poet laureate of

Harashvardhan.

143. Match the following and select the correct answer from
the codes given below :
A. Bhoj
B. Durgawati
C. Samudragupta

1. Ujjain
2. Vidisha
3. Dhar

D. Ashoka 4. Gondwana
Code :
A B cC D

(a 4 3 2 1

(b) 3 4 1 2

(c) 4 3 1 2

d 3 4 2 1

M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2008
Ans. (d)

The correctly matched list is as follows :
Bhoj - Dhar
Durgawati - Gondwana
Samudragupta - Vidisha
Ashoka - Ujjain

Bhilsa is an archaeological site in Vidisha, Madhya Pradesh.
'Dwarasamudra’ was capital of the Hoysala dynasty which
ruled the modern Karnataka area. Girinar is a group of
mountains in the Junagarh district of Gujarat.

Sthanesvara (Thaneswar) is a historic town and important
Hindu pilgrimage centre on the banks of the Saraswati River

in Haryana.

144. With reference to the history of India, consider the
following pairs :

Famous Place Present State

1. Bhilsa - Madhya Pradesh
2. Dwarasamudra - Maharashtra

3. Girinagar - Gujarat

4. Sthanesvara - Uttar Pradesh

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched?
(b) 1 and 4 only
(d) 2 and 4 only

LA.S. (Pre) 2020

(a) 1 and 3 only
(¢) 2 and 3 only

Ans (a)

Architecture in Ancient India

*Khajuraho temple evidences the excellence of Chandela
architecture. These temples are located in Chhattarpur district
of Madhya Pradesh. They were built between 950 - 1050 AD.
Kandariya Mahadev Temple may be built by Vidhyadhar (11"
Century) is the best among these temples. There is a description
of'the construction of 85 temples in Khajuraho. *These temples
are related to the Vaishnava, Shaiva, Shakta and Jainism in an-
cient India. *Matangesvara temple of Khajuraho is dedicated
to Lord Shiva. This temple was built during King Dhanga’s
empire. These temples were constructed in Nagara Architecture.
*Parshvanath temple is famous among Jain temples. The other
temples here are -Chausath Yogini, Brahma, Lalguan Mahadev,
Lakshmana, Vishvanath Temple, etc. *Khajuraho temples,
Bhimbetka rock shelters and Sanchi Stupa are listed among
the UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India.

*Ajanta and Bagh caves are the example of cave paintings
during Gupta period. Ajanta Caves are located in Aurangabad
district of Maharashtra. An earlier group of these caves were
built during the Satavahana period and later a major part of
the caves were made during the Vakataka period. *The stone
carvings are seen as a work of masterpiece in India. *Cave 16
has an important painted theme depicted and cave 17 had a
well-preserved painting of Vakataka age that includes a huge
gigantic wheel representing the “Wheel of Life.”

*The paintings of Bodhisattva Padampani are one of the
most famous art structures in the cave I of Ajanta. Padampani
in Sanskrit literally translates into "one who holds the lotus".
The Bodhisattva Padmapani sits among a crowd of devotees,
both princesses and commoners with long, dark hair flowing
down below a jewelled crown. He stands holding his attribute,

a blue lotus flower in his right hand.
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*Dilwara Jain temple of Mount Abu was built by Vimal Shah
who was the feud of Chalukya (Solanki) ruler Bheemdev -I.
This Jain temple is famous for its extraordinary architecture and
marvellous marble stone carvings. *The Palitana temple of
Jainism is located on Shatrunjaya hill near the city of Palitana
in Bhavnagar district, Gujarat.

*Elephanta caves are believed to have been built by the Rash-
trakuta dynasty. This island consists of two groups of caves
— the first is a large group of five Hindu caves, the second one
includes a smaller group of two Buddhist caves. The caves
are considered to belong of 5" to 6" century AD. *The statue
of the famous Trinity Shiva obtained is here.

*Ellora is located in Aurangabad district of Maharashtra. This
is world-famous for rocky cave temples. There are total of
34 rock caves here. These caves belong to different periods
and among them, 1 to 12 belongs to Buddhists and 13 to 29
to Hindus and 30 to 34 to Jains, which were made at some
years apart from one another. *Kailasa temple of Ellora is an
example of rock-cut architecture. Rashtrakuta ruler Krishna-I
built this temple in Dravidian style. *Nasik caves of Nasik are
also known as ‘Pandavleni’.

*Rashtrakuta kings also patronized followers of
the Shaiva, Vaishnava and Shakta faiths but they were
inclined towards Jainism since many of the scholars who
flourished in their courts and wrote in Sanskrit, Kannada and
a few in Apabhramsha and in Prakrit were Jains. *King
Amoghavarsha - I was the disciple of the Jain Acharya
Jinasena, the author of Adipurana.

*Konark Sun Temple is a 13" Century Sun Temple in Odisha,
built by King Narasimhadeva —I. It was conceived as a huge
solar chariot with twelve pairs of exquisitely ornamental
wheels dragged by seven rearing horses. The monument is
also called as Black Pagoda.

*Lingaraj Temple is one of the most popular temples of Odi-
sha. The temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva who is also known
as Lingaraj. *Lingaraj temple is approximately 180 ft. in height
and enshrines a huge statue of Lord Shiva. This temple is made
up of Nagara architecture and is one of the finest examples of

Nagara architecture. *Jagannath Temple is located in Puri dis-

trict of Orissa State. This temple is made in Nagara style. *Sun
Temple of Modhera is located in Gujarat. It was constructed
by King Bhimdev-I of Solanki dynasty.

*Angkor Wat is a temple complex in south-east Asian na-
tion Kampuchea (Now Combodia) built by Khmer King
Suryavarman-II in the beginning of 12" Century in his capital
Yashodhara Pura (Present). Devoted to Lord Vishnu, it is the
largest group of Hindu temples built in Dravidian Style Architec-
ture. *Borobudur’s famous stupa is located on the Java island
of Indonesia. It is a World Heritage Site declared by UNESCO.
*Temples were built in Dravidian style during the reign of Pan-
dyas. In this period, the temples were small but ramparts were
made around their premises. These ramparts were common, but
their gateways which were called ‘Gopurams’, were elegant and
spacious and were embellished with abundant craftsmanship.

*Narasimhan Varman-I (Mahamalla) (640-674 AD) was one
of the most famous Pallava kings and Mamallan style was
developed during his tenure. Narasimha was a good wrestler.
The city of Mamallapuram was named after him. Seven Ratha
Temple was built by Narshimha Varman-I which is adorned
with seven rock-cut pagodas.

*Mahabalipuram (Mamallapuram) is situated on the seashore
about 55 km south of Chennai, is well known for its architectural
beauty and is recognized as a world heritage monument by
the UNESCO. Shore Temple, Rathas (Chariots) carved out
of a single rock, Arjuna's penance and other cave temples are
some of the famous wonders. Mahabalipuram was a place of
pilgrimage even before the Pallava period. Mahabalipuram was
a famous centre of Pallava art and architecture. *Draupadi
Rath is the smallest rath in monolithic temples or rath
constructed in Mamallya style in Pallava period. There is no
ornamentation found. It is pinned over lions and elephant-like
sculptures.

*The Korangnath Temple of Srinivasanallur was built during
the period of Chola ruler Parantaka- 1. *Construction of Ra-
jarajeshwara and Brihadisvara Temple in Tanjore was done
during the era of Raja Raja- I. Granite stones have been used in
its construction. *During the reign of Rajaraja’s son Rajendra

Chola, the temple was constructed at Gangaikonda Cholapuram.
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*Sonagiri is located 15km away from Datia (M.P). Sonagiri is a
sacred place popular among Digamber Jain devotees and ascetic
to practice for self- discipline, austerity and to attain Nirvana.
There are 77 Jain temples with sky-high spies. Temple No.57
is main among them which are related to Lord Chandraprabhu.
*The Virupaksha temple is located at Hampi of Karnataka
State. This temple is named after Lord Shiva, which is known
as Virupaksha here.
*The Nagara, Dravida and Vesara are the three main styles
of temple architecture. Nagara style is prevalent throughout
North India.The temples of Orissa are pure of this style. *The
Dravidian style was spread in South India, especially in the
Krishna River and Cape Camorin (Tamil Nadu). *The devel-
opment of a Vesara is made from the mixture of Nagara and
Dravidian styles. This style is also called the Chalukya style
due to Kannada region being used by the last Chalukya rulers.
*The famous Naimisharanya is located in Sitapur district of
Uttar Pradesh. It is believed that Sage Dadhichi gladly gave
up his bones to the Gods here.The bone of Sage Dadhichi was
used to make the weapon (Vajra). This weapon was then used
by Lord Indra to defeat the Asuras.
1. The associates of Khajuraho Temple Architecture were—
(a) Chandela (b) Gurjara-Pratihara
(c) Chahamana (d) Paramara
43« B.P.S.C. (Pre) 1999

M.P.P.S.C. (Pre) 1993
Ans. (a)

Khajuraho temple evidences the excellence of Chandela
architecture. These temples are located in Chhatarpur district
of Madhya Pradesh. They were built between 950 to1050 A.D.
Kandariya Mahadev temple is the best among these temples.

2. The Temple of Kandariya Mahadev at Khajuraho was

built by —
(a) Parmara (b) Chedi
(c) Rashtrakuta (d) Chandela
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1991

Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

3.  Which dynasty gave India its famous temples of
Khajuraho?

(a) Parmar (b) Mauryas
(c) Chandelas (d) Holkars
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2005

M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2010
Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

4. The rulers of Chandela built—

(a) Sanchi (b) Ujjain
(c) Gwalior (d) Khajuraho
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1999

Ans. (d)

See the explanation of above question.

5. The temples of Khajuraho are related with —
(a) Buddhist religion
(¢) Hindu and Jain

(b) Hindu religion

(d) Jain religion
U.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 1993

Ans. (¢)

Khajuraho is a group of Hindu and Jain temples in Madhya
Pradesh. Most of these were built between 950 to1050 A.D.

by Chandela dynasty. According to historical records, there

were 85 temples built at the site of Khajuraho.

6. The temples of Khajuraho were built by the rulers of

which of the following dynasties?

(a) Baghel (b) Parmar
(c) Chandel (d) Bundela
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2014

Ans. (¢)

See the explanation of above question.

7. Matangesvara Temple at Khajuraho is dedicated to

(a) Vishnu (b) Shiva
(c) Surya (d) Parvati
U.P.P.S.C. (GIC) 2010
Ans. (b)

Matangesvara Temple of Khajuraho is dedicated to Lord
Shiva. This temple was built during King Dhanga’s reign
between 950 to1050 AD. These temples were constructed

in Nagara architecture.

8.  Which of the following temples is not located at
Khajuraho?
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(a) Kandariya Mahadev

(c) Dashavatara

(b) Chausath Yogini

(d) Chitragupta
M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2010

Ans. (¢)

Dashavatar Temple is located in Jhansi, built during Gupta
period. Rest in options are located in Khajuraho, built by
Chandelas.

9. Which of the following is not a world heritage site —
(b) Bhimbetka rock shelters
(d) Mandu fort

M.P.P.C.S. (Pre) 2008

(a) Khajuraho 